Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 




600050371V 



.♦*• 




Wii 



SOMETHING NEW 



ON 



MEN AND MANNERS, 



A CRITIQUE OM TBI 



U» anm Vict» of ftt %t ; 



INTB118PSB8SD WXT9 



AMUSIIVG ANECDOTES, BIOGRAPHICA|i SKET€Hfi99 



AKO 



USEFUL SUGGESTIONS 



ON 



Vntioun inttttntin^ €opicif^ 



MlituiMuiiiataTeitthenoit QMftU ttndjtoaociefcj, u tt ttadito Impcofe naiiUiid.*' 



HAILSHAM: 

PBZMTBD BY O. BBBAD8, AND BOLD BT BIM VOB TBB AUTBOB* 

•OXO ni lOVDOM 

BY BALDWIS AND CRADOCK, PAJVRNOBmR ROWm 
BY LUOOMBB AND WBIOBT, BBXG'bTON; BAXTBB^ L8WE9 ; POWBLI., 

bastings; bailbt, battlb; and bt otbbr BOOKSBLLBBS. 

1828. 

no . ^ . Ilk 

i ■ . J 



^ 



r 



TO 



mJlQ m(blTAJh QQlK&IItSIOaQS 



THE 



DUKE OF SUSSEX. 



Sir, 

PERSUADED that great minds are ever 
ready to make allowance for error ^ and in- 
clined to encourage the humblest talents ra^ 
ther than to search for defects^ I appear 
before your Royal Highness in the iAaracter 
I have ventured to jossume^ without fear^ 
though with unaffected diffidence of conscious 
imperfections. 

The love of literature^ science^ and justice 
in the higher classes, and more particularly 
in a Prince, must act as a spur to genius, tm- 
prove the public mind, and be of general 
benefit to the nation at large. 

As the friend to literature — the patron of 
science — rewarder of merit — and respecter 
^justice — J was induced to solicit the honor 
of dedicating this Volume to your Royal 
Highness; and not from any vain conceit of 
its being worthy of so distinguished a patron- 
age, in any other way than the furnishing a 
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DEDICATION. 

few hints of national interest for others of 
greater capacity than myself to enlarge and 
improve upon. " 

Should the observations I l^ave ma^ emu- 
late any of my countrymen to enter ^ I will not 
say more warmly^ hut more ably, on subjects 
I have merely glanced at for their improve^ 
mentj I shall be satisfied with the part I have 
taken. And should only one individual be 
brought to a conviction of his errors, and re- 
form his manners, on beholding a representa- 
tion of himself, I shall rejoice that my la- 
hours hate not intirely been exdrted in ttdn. 

Hdppy in this opportunity of testifying 
the high\espect in which I hold your Royal 
Highnesses judgment, and that you may ^ve 
fbr many years to encourage genius, promote 
learning, and improve the public taste, is the 
sincere wish of 

Sir, 

Your Royal Highnesses 
most devoted, 
most obedient, 
and most humble Servant, 
THE AUTHOR- 
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OH M01MBBN CRITIQinSS. 



Some ne'er ad?ance a judgment df th^Ir bwh, 
But catch the spreading tlotiort at' th<^ tcrn^h ; 
Some judge of authors* names^ not uorks^ and then 
Nor praise nor blame the vmiingSy but the m^it. 



"SOMETHING NEW !^^ ejaculated a worthy 
disciple of the old school, as he skimmed over 
the advertisements of a moniitig paper, "that is 
impossible, ^ There is nothing new under the 
sun^ says the wisest of men/' 

"Nothing JWfi?/'' reiterated his modernized 
Sister, as she closed the second volume of Sir 
Walter Scott's laet new novel, ''What caffi you 
niean, Brotkar ? Why every thing i» new ; #e arfe 
aUc^ether a new rac^ of bei^igs ; the old doetrfaiei^ 
of the an<:;iafyls carry but little weight tvith them 
at present ; and those of your Rdyal Preacher', in 
particulatr, are scarcely admitted into the new 
code. J^Tew doetrlifLes, nela ideaSj new language, 
new ntiinne#»^7ie«^ habits, Ji€i9 stile, new schoell?, 
new studies, new '&ilcies, new tevewtiotts, new 
fiisfaioiis, and even new reHgions, i6s»h thb novelty 
of tfie age we live iaa; In short,- as I ssiid before, 
every thitag is new ; not so nmch ais aD* 6M wo#i^ 

B 



2 

to be found noM% nor an old friend, without a new 
face. Our very constitution will be changed anon, 
I suspect ; for new systems are daily springing 
up ; and believe me, Brother, you^ve only to send 
to your bookseller, '^ ccmtimaed she jocosely, "and 
you'll soon be convinced that there are fifty new 
things under the sun to be had, for the papers 
teem with something new every day. Prithee 
who is it written by ?^' 

"By the author, I presume. Madam,'' solemn- 
ly replied the sage, "since you are so mighty 
sharp, for the advertisement only intimates that 

' He has a lean and haogry look ; 

but he's not dangerous : 

' he reads much: 

He is a great observer; and he looks 

Quite through the deeds of men.' 

Shakspe ARE ! — HUM ! 

" So I suspect you will not now be over anxious 
to cultivate his acquaintance, since he is not in- 
troduced to your notice either by a captivating 
title or a well-known Spark of fashion." 

"Perhaps not. Brother," said the lady, draw- 
ing herself up, "but pray where is the thing 
published ? that may be a criterion by which one 
may judge of its merits, since the author does not 
choose to announce himself." 

" Oh ! if that be the case," replied her Rallier, 
"you will decide in its favor at once; for it is 
published at that great literary depot where none 
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but scientific works, or productions of uncommon 
genius, are ever accepted/^ 

*' Is it a good thing then, after all, think ye. Sir 
Solomon?^' satirically enquired the lady in her 
turn. 

^'Good ! to be sure. It must be good — accord- 
ing to the new system of things ; a Scott, a Moore, 
an Albion Peer perchance incog. ^^ exclaimed the 
Sage, with well-feigned extacy. "It must be 
good — it must be good, if-— — *' 

" What, without a name. Brother ?'^ interrupted 
the astonished fair. 

"Aye, without a name, without a title, and 
e'en without common-sense. Madam,'' said he, 
with a most provoking tone of irony, "when 
brought forward under the auspices of so fashion- 
able a publisher as " 

" Say what you will of modern taste, Brother," 
interrupted the oifFended Fair-one, "it is quite ne- 
cessary for people of fashion, as well as people of 
no fashicm at all, to read popukur authors; yes, 
and to admire them too, in spite of all their vul- 
garisms, absurdities, and eiftravagancies ; or sub*, 
ject themselves to the sarcasms of all the little 
Masters and Misses of romantic erudition, as well 
as the sagacious shrugs of more experienced 
readers; indicative of a most extraordinary want 
of judgment in differing from the universal opi- 
nion of universal readers." 

"Yes yes, sister, so the world goes at present ; 
and as you very justly observe, old fools are led 
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by young ones, and people of toterable capacity 
suffer themselves to be laughed out of their senses 
by those who have no capacity at all, merely for 
the want of confidence to support their own supe- 
riority of intellect. But it is those who reflect on 
what they read and possess courage to announce 
their opinion to the wwld, it is agreed, who im- 
prove the public taste, and cc»:Bequently benefit 
society/^ 

" ' The press,' sa^^s the ingenious and patriotic 
Zimmerman, ^ is the channel through which wri- 
ters difiuse the light of truth among the people, 
and display its radiance to the eyes of the great. 
Good writers inspire Ihe mind with courage to 
think for itself ; the free communication of senti*> 
ments contributes to the improvement and per- 
fection of human reason ; and the highest public 
dtitrj^ is that of employing our Htculties for the 
b^idSit of mankind . ' '^ 

^^Idh^lsend fen* Sombthiitg Nbw, and'fiS^m 
my x>wn opinion of it, unbiassed by partiality or 
prejudice. Many things may be said and d6ne 
under tihie mask, which it would be highly impru- 
dent to hazard without cme. Your friend Priscilta 
for instance, would utter a thousand little plea- 
santries that amused and did credit to her genius, 
when mixing with the modey group at d masque- 
Fade ; but diffident and unassuming, she scarcely 
ever ventured to discover xaofe than ordinary ta- 
lehte in private society. Here, she was too soon 
abashed and silenced by the overbearing garrulity 
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of vain pretenders ; there, she was secure from 
the gaze of impertineHce, and in her turn made 
presumption blush at her own folly. ^' 

" May it not be the same with authors ? You 
recdiect, no doubt, that Alexander Pope, by not 
prefixing lim name t0 hm celebrated Essay on 
Man, and giving it to a new publisher, complete- 
ly vanquished his enemies, and confounded his 
ill-natured critics. The Essay when printed met 
with prodigious applause*; the supposed new ge- 
nius was praised at his expence ; and he, by de- 
claring himself to be the author in a future edition 
of that work, threw them all into utter consterna- 
tion, while he la«giied at th^r waywardness and 
triumphed in his success. Now who knows, Sis- 
ter, that the stranger before us may not be an old 
friend with a new face ? Perhaps the author of 

the celebrated Old ; and lest he should be 

shunned by the ladies foir such a title, now in dis- 
guise brings fbrth Something New.^^ 

"I hate disguise,*' says the lady, "and have 
no opinion of any thing that comes as 'twere from 
an air gun, — pop upon one, without making any 
noise in the world. *' 



NUMBER II 



ON MODERN TASTE AND THE ENCOU- 

T OF TAUaiT. 




Aatliors you. know, of greatest fiune. 
Through modesty j suppress their name ; 
And woald joa wish me to reveal 
What these superior wits conceal? 
Forego the search, my carioos friend. 
And husband time to better end.*' 



NONE but a mother, it is commonly said, can 
judge of a mother's feelings. Perhaps it may be 
as justly remarked, that none but an author can 
enter into the feelings of an author. One is shy ; 
another is confident; — ^some march boldly for- 
ward; others with trembling steps advance. — 
While these pace gently on, those with triumph 
bear away the laurel of applause. 

That a celebrated name ought, in most cases, 
to add force to argument, and weight to opinion, 
is beyond doubt; but that vulgar prejudices 
should be adopted, or opinions formed on slender 
authorities, is contrary to reason, to common 
sense, and to justice. Nor should we take things 
for granted upon hearsay, without exercising our 
own faculties to form a judgment. Without 



reflection, without the least consideration, how 
many unthinking^ mortals commit themselves by 
giving into the fashionable weaknesses of the day, 
and yielding a submission to false notions and er- 
roneous conclusions. 

With respect to authors, such is their woeful 
condition, that they are often condemned without 
a trial ; and are sometimes, whether good, bad, 
or indifferent, (excuse the vulgar proverb gentle 
reader), hunted like a badger, to the very extre- 
mity of their lurking holes; and when discovered 
are torn to pieces without mercy. 

To meet such barbarous attacks, more than 
conunon courage is needful. The majority of 
mankind is influenced by party and prejudice; 
and it is a notorious fact, says some able critic, 
that "a tolerable performance from a person 
ofnote^ tcill usually be considered, by the bulk 
of readers, as an instance of astonishing ca- 
pacity; though the very same production, 
ushered into the world with the name of an 
author under different circumstances, would 
be totally disregarded.^^ 

No sooner is a new publication announced, than 
Who is it written by ? Is it a good thing ? 
and. Where is it published? echoes from fair 
to fair, from young to old, and from old to young; 
interrc^tories as laudable perhaps, in some res- 
pects, as natural in others; but when made merely 
from a motive of curiosity to identify the author, 
to ascertain his rank in society, or to know whe- 
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ther he be the admired writer of the day^ in 
order to pronounce an opinion, without any fur- 
ther consideration, such enquiries then become as 
contemptible as th^y are ridiculous. Authors, it 
is well known, like other adventurers for fame 
and profit, frequently expatiate in the daily pa- 
pers on their own extraordinary abilities, in order 
to obtain public notice ; and by such meaqs do 
the public, in geijeral, suffer themselves to b^ 
influenced. Who would be so imfashiou^l^ a^ 
not to read and i^dmire, understand them or not^ 
the philosophical discourses of a Germ^ B^-roUr 
ess— historical novels of a Scottish Bar<Miet-^or 
the poetic effusions of an Albion Peer? One 
might as well doubt the orthodoxy of dissertations 
on holy writ, published at Rivington^s ; or omit 
sending for a work, bearing a plausible title, from 
Murray's or Colburn's, as not to be an enthusifist 
for such writers^ 

Characters of such extraordinary talent cer- 
tainly sound the trump of fame befof'^ them. But 
admitting a vulnerable part could be detected in 
such superior spirits ; what literary sceptic of tine 
present day would be so hardy as to risk his re- 
putation for ever, by passing a different s^ntenqe 
■to that delivered by a body of s^e critics ? 

Thus without reflection — without exercising 
their own Acuities— a multitude of easy mortaJ^ 
are biassed by party, prejudice, or fashion. They 
take all upon the report that echoes and re-echoes 
from side to side, till their senses are benumbed 
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and- their judgment completely perverted. And 
by' thtis >lsum^ly ^stibmittiiig' ta the ^ decisioii of 
ottier^,Jtii^t(xPbft€n ontragie flterr^owh superior 
powers of diiseenimeiit. 

As^paffiiiitiy' is apt • to over^-rate • the abilities 
(rf a'frieiid,'ori celebrated 'genius, and to ki6k 
VLpoh euA indiffeKAt perfortnance ' of eittter as a 
mastertpiefee iti ife ' kind ; tso does prejudice, on 
Ifte ^her haftld, '^ithhfljld ife upraise, 1^' refusing 
*o> discover* the beaiittes of a -stranger, even in a 
work '^excellences; while J/b^ion, without a 
^Bsseh!S]hg voice, bestows ^e»pa!m' of victory in- 
differently on eithcriside. 

•fei sup^rt df*an opinion so repugnant to can- 
dour iand liberalli^J^', <fae*f611bwing anecd<!rte may 
ndt be considered as unaptly introduced. Bistt 
#here private history is concerned, the-substftu* 
fing" fictitSous names must be allowed, thodgh the 
charabters are nbt imaginary, ncipneed thefocts 
Be the less credited. - 

' ttenrifetta Kaiharina, ' a lady of noble descent, 
whose natural genius was improved by an excel* 
lent education, was skilled in all the feshiohable 

■ * 

accomplishmaif s ' of • the day . HShe was hot' only 
an admirer of the fine arts, but studied and prac- 
tised them with an ease and accuracy" peciiliar to 
hei^seff. Reduced, by ah unfortunate marriage^ 
from* splendour and affluence^ to a state of penury 
and embarrassment, she languished *for many 
years bet ween' hopes and fears, expectancies and 

disappointments . The affections of her husband 

c 
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seemed to fly, as difficulties approached ; and at 
length, in order to secure his own personal safety, 
he embarked for the Continent, leaving his wife 
and two infant daughters to mourn his absence 
amidst the clamours of unfeeling creditors. From 
time to time he amused her with promises that he 
nev^ meant to realize ; and at last totally gave up 
a correspondence that wa» calculated but to feed 
the credulity of one, and to expose the falsehood 
of the other^ Though melting with sensibility a^ 
she reflected- on his conduct, her heart gradually 
ceased to beat with fondness, ^^it is only by 
epistolary communications^^ says an ancient Sage, 
'^that absent friends can keep alive the tender 
affections of the soul ; when they are neglected,. 
these naturally die away. Letters bring friendsr 
at a distance into each other's society ; they c<xi- 
verse together, and are happy. But when long 
intervals of silence ensue, indifference is naturally 
engendered; and when writing ceases, it may 
reasonably be conjectured, that all attachment is 
at an end.'' 

Henrietta, hoping to conceal from the world the 
trifling conduct of her husband, never suffered a 
complaint to fall from her lips, nor a sigh of des- 
pair to issue from her bosom ; though she now 
too plainly saw that an eternal farewell was pro- 
nounced to the tenderest ties of nature. Remit- 
tances and an order to follow, were long looked 
for in vain — ^they never came. Unwilling in this 
situation to throw hei-self on the bounty of friends, 
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isAie formed the resolntion of exercising her talents 
in isnppcnt of her digniity . It would difily be torn- 
ing amusement to ifeej dtie thotight, and by add- 
ing to ft small ;Hldependence she inherit^ flhom 
her father^ i^rould relicrve her from the painful ne- 
cesaity of appl|f iiig to relations for assistance, to 
enable her t(>4bring up her children suitltbly with 
their birth and rank in society. Accoi*ding)y she 
went to work, and in the course of a few wedcs 
produced a picturethat would have done credit to 
an artist of eminence. The fine touches c^ her 
pencil, the lively tints of her colouring, the ex- 
pression of e^ery feature and the just proportion of 
her objects, afl ooinbined to disclme her mighty 
genius, akd to shew that she was complete mU' 
tiress of the mt. But of what avail ? The opi- 
nicoi of a proiessiondl dealer was consulted as to 
(he yalne of die piede ; who, though he allowed 
it to be ^^ er<gftit^i%/y ftnished^^^ sttll, after put- 
ting the usual interrogatory , >^ Who was it done 
hyf^^ dedlarM,^^that if it were put up to sale it 
weijdd fetch-^ndtiUn^ / the painter's name foiling 
vsAaxtmi to the-loTei« of <he fine arts, and con^e- 
qumdi^ Carrying with it no renown to draw forth 
lite attention it desarved.^^ 

' ' How, sir ! ^^ ejaci^at^ the friend who was em- 
ployed vk this business, ^ do you mean to say, then, 
that the admirem of the' fine arte are not capable of 
judging of the merits or defects of a performance ; 
and that they commend or disapprove according tp 
the estimation in which the artist is held ? '^ 
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** Why not e%wAy ao,^^ r^piml di^jmm crf-lriu* 
sinOBs^ ''ifipr>reaUytheagerwetiv^inftf #0.9^^ 
that at piVQa^nt, wh^evfr lei^^ pii, le^ip^wiiiaiice 
iaimediately paaees^ mati&m^ out i^; it)0t frfnutl^r 
owDjiuilgp[q«iit» r«Bt s^fssiifedv hot frqmilJietipi- 
oioBa they gather iirom the.critiqiiw* tbM; a|^pear 
in the public printe. ' Z%e 7i^«; amli sThe 
MamiitffiJ^ast speak in higb.t^niHk£>£thi»i thing' 
cri^otte;— ^T^JSrili^il i?!rM9. gii^faiflamiBg 

not ^peak in;8udfeidedded jten»9vlmjdifiib«ihiid, 
^but upoii^D(id.au1birity.^ ^.It M<)ertaitilya^^ 
9?9^ia\pisffamm3^ adds aniiobereslad hyiJitmAer. 
/rh0 , b(4d aaseriidii m l|i^lieYed.aiid icqnfid^}! re- 
.{)wt«|^,iH^o]Jy k^.thoae^>^^ Vut^.alaD 

by>tfaMe \i4lo:«re;;aU^ 1diough^t«P^€i6vv>tMl»lte 
ijm; tr€uM6) to. think for ..theiasdiraf ;i. notmth- 
' $taiidi»g:itii8 . woU ^ow^:lhat| itdm the tfimtoanof 
tbcr im»enf lday,'fW^lheM'«c^didMffbfiM^ pniaeifo 
• Jtiei\the vfamaldB^iif tbdrrown wixnd»rfial a&iHtiiBS. 
1 3y/flp^; -meansothcr fniblic .taste i hacMiieg^ ' sa^y 
Yitiatad, > ^edius: is c|l»^ei^/.aMinno-dnc^VMtui9es 
a»^ t opinion till thei <»deal €l^v eritidasi: beripaeied . 
JSoweYaT) sir., there mayi be^ k^/ondl^^ms^iei 
person of taste and judgmestt to^be lipiiiidtafniniig 
. the ai:q»pc)nlQnB ^: themrtavattdt iaci^miBs^ . oviio'can 
.^premie, xealwtalenthwhesivthesa meoti^ith it, 
tboi:igh/>tlie!it0Uin^ of.£utoe may not hare lie- 

!^^(&Qod^sirvarerjf #M)d9?^ saidKatha^^ 
with ti flight indiiiation of the head, ai^.thoi^h.he 
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c(mtinued he, "tell me candidly wj^lry^^.ljbtid^ 

.1 (Jq^m^ifQ .' y<H»i i L llptiJRnW Jbfi... " M tbft m*^ 
stands, itjKonMl .nfl^,fet6kt,ti|^<l^f|n:ftiife>oi;^,t$o 

.^.iWfe8«84««(^r¥>Ms*«».->.V«e aftH^^bfl .1« it, 
^iie(Hltf)d.v^ii^a<iS${r}0,4t.i«ra«acl'in all, prohflbHily 

established on good grounds, is a precious recom- 
mendation. But, it should likewise be remem- 
bered, that there must be a foundaticm whereon to 
raise a triumphal arch. Katharina, it was sup- 
posed, had laid this foundation to a nicety ; but 
experience soon convinced her that it was not in 
the power of human skill or industry, without the 
aid of able supporters, to expect the least encou- 
ragement from the school of arts by talent alone. 

Justly indignant, when the result of this inter- 
view was communicated to her, her noble spirit 
disdained the pitiful reward ; thinking it as dero- 
gatory to the arts, as to her own deserts. The 
picture in consequence remains in her possessimi, 
and helps, with many others of her performance, 
to ornament a neat little cottage, where the sci- 
ences, in sweet retirement, join hand in hand and 
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flourish in obscurity. Thus are the efibrts of mo- 
dest genius damped and restrained by modem 
cciiinmsBeurB. 

The following anecdote, related of Professor 
Por8(Mi, who was often in pecuniary difficulties, is 
another sad instance of the neglect and mortifica^ 
ticm to which talent is so often fated: — 

On one occasion he came witii a dejected air to 
a friend, and said he had been walking through 
the streets of London the whole morning, thinking 
how strange it was, that not one of all the crowd 
he had met should know as much about Greek 
tragic yerte as himself, and yet, that he cotild not 
tiirn his knowledge into a hundred pounds ! 
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NUMBER III. 



ON BENEFICENCE. 



While pity thus her Tictueos aid emjdoys^ 
She shares in others' wants, in others' jojs* 
Yet should not friends alone her bounty find; 
Strangers have claims upon the feeling mind. 



IN justice to the kind-hearted Virginia, and 
the benevolent virtues of her soul, the tribute of 
praise, due to her disinterested conduct, should 
not be withheld . May the recital of her noble 
generosity stimulate others to a similar line of 
conduct. 

She had been the companion of Katharina's 
youthful days, had shared her vicissitudes in the 
meridian of Ufe, and was now resolved to be the 
partner of her griefs and comforts in retirement. 
She had no debt of gratitude to pay — ^np^selfish 
ends in view; attachment to her old friend, and 
the affection she felt for her children, alone insti- 
gated her to support them in their trials, and to 
testify the sincerity of her regard by her constancy. 
She dealt not in professions, but followed the die- 

... f 

tates of a liberal and honest heart. Mark, then, 
the difference between wards and actions. 
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Virginia could weep with the unfortunale — ^be 
moved with compassioD even for a brute in dis- 
tress — and fly to the relief of pain wherever it 
came within her knowledge. Her feelings were 
manifested by actions, not by wards. Without 
weeping aloud, she would dry up ilie tear of sor- 
row. No extravagant excIamaticHis burst forth to 
denote her sympathy; — no hysterical affections 
were displayed' to betoken her tenderness . With- 
out talking of her sensibility, her christian virtues 
shone conspicuously. 

True ChrifltMUMty«ofteHB*the>fa6art, directs the 
c(Miduct, and shews itself in benevolence, charity, 
compassion, and dll the relative duties of this' life. 
The affectation 6f it displays itself in empty sounds 
Mid seldom, produces a gracious act ; though it fre- 
quently calls'forth unmerited applause, firom those 
who are led into a b6lie^ that the professing saint 
is all that he appears to be . And it is by no means 
uncommon, to see those who can pour JTorth a' tor- 
rent o!f eloquence in declaring' their twa6i7e/^ to 
render a. service at the critical moinent, arid make 
a reserve of a donatioti by attaching an (^pr a but 
id their unmeaning promises, gain more credit 
withhstlf the world, than many wtigse honest sen- 
sibHity propels them to acts of generosity without 
so ioiuch as letting the object of their concern sus- 
pect that they are movedl ' But superificial ob- 
servers are too apt to suffer their understanding to 
be imposed u{ion by specious pretences, and to 
close their senses agairiist unassuming virtues. 
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Let it tiot be suspected, however, that Virginians 
liberaMty was thus requited, when she withdrew 
herself fi^ the busy world to be tlie solace of her 
Mead in retirement. No ;-— Katharina's heart was 
inuAison with her own, and she knew as wdl how 
to receite a beiieifit as Virgima did to bestow one. 

Without Virginians friendsbip she would have 
been lost; for she not only shares her affections, 
but her whole fodiine; by which means she has 
the sertis&ction of seeing her ^ughters; as they 
grow in loveliness^, improve in mind,! and attain 
the mdst useful acquirements. Virginia* assists in 
their educaticxii, and debars herself of many in- 
dulgenei^, to contribute to their support and in- 
i^ucticm. ^^fwUl do what Icanfm you^ my 
friends, while I jjij^,?^ is her constant maxim, 
*^ and not cause yeki to rejoice at my death, by 
leamngyou to enjoy that which I cctnnot take 
with me!^^ » 

Thi:» she 'heaps upon thein everlasting obliga- 
tions, and keeps alive ia wat^oi affeetion ;: and will 
no do^bt be rewarded in her old age, by the tender 
assiduities and grateful attentions dP her amiable 
protegees ; — fershe has not only given them her 
time, her counsels, and regard ; but has increased 
their knowledge, added to their accomplishments, 
and, withciut makit^ the least reserve againsi acci*- 
dents or the infirmities 6f age in; this life, consoles 
herself with doing the will of her heavenly Eatherj, 
ailid heapiiig up treasures in heaven, when, th^ 
riches of this world shall be lost in thergeneral 
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wreck. Thw^m spite of the inifilktHW^teiieo^ 
sarily undcvgoes Id effect dawe gqod pp^igeep €f 
her boieTolent dispositioii, she kfUs an inward pa* 
tisfiaustim lliatgbddens her heart aa she feflec(p <n 
the happiiiess she administer ; aod 1h8(t to do good 
and distribute, are sacrifices with whi^^Sod is 
well pleased. Such nflections mMe dMm com- 
pensate, she GfaeerfoUy declares, foi: the ioooaye* 
niences she suflfeis by what the more wwldly- 
minded would call an impromdent geojowaty. 
But.thismightbeatooha^^. sEHnoise! There is 
a.charmia benerolence of so poweiAd a imtnre, 
Ifaat while it works upon Ifae sensilahty <f( those 
on whffln it is exercised, giistt peace and ssitis- 
%:tioDtp; Aose.wfaopiadticQit ; JiodrelieTestb^p, 
in a gpreat measure, from the ^ight of wwldly 
<^es to which every humitti hf^mg is sulyect. It 
exptods.the heart, frees it frop all .selfish riews, 
and disposes it to enter into the griefe and joys.of 
others. In shcNrt, a benevjident mind is one of the 
greatest blessings bestowed on man. It leads to 
the A^onstant discharge of social duties ; not tibrough 
ostentatian,butforcon«cteiice^sake. Thepersmi 
who possesses, it, feels a satisfactiiCMi within that 
wealth can never purchase. 

Our lives may be made happy by promoting 
the happiness of others, whdher we be rich, or 
whether we be poor. A compassionate feeling 
for the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures, will 
prompt us to comfort the afflicted — to instruct the 
ignorant~*to correct offenders — and to counsel the 
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ungodly ;•— -deeds that will serve as letters of cre- 
dit when we reach our destination, and contribute 
to make us happy in the mansion prepared to re- 
ceive us at the end of our journey, though we 
may experience but little benefit from them in this 
nether world. 

Can advantages of a suUunary nature be put in 
ccanpetition with these ? Reader, reflect if such 
Gonsideratiofis be worth ditcsndihg t6 ; aj!kd let not 
the ingratitude of mail arriest thy ch^ty , ^heck 
thine hospitality, or retard ilie generous purposes 
of thy soul. The recording Angel will fly with 
the raster of thy deeds to heaven, and there thou 
wih meet a just reward ! 



» 



NUMBER IV 



I would ftot enter oanijliftt of frifiidi, * 
(The' gnM^'d with polkh'd nwoien md Sm^ um^i 
Tet waotiog seofibilitj,) the num 
Who needlessly sets lipot upon a worn* 



as 



THOUGH plausible ^cciues^ with expres- 
sions (rf* sorrow, are too firequently made to the 
unfortunate, without an att^npt to alleviate their 
distress ; still must we allow that the tender sen- 
sations of pity are not extinct in the breast of 
man. Those who have been the most exposed 
to the buffets of fortune, it is usually said, are the 
readiest to sympathize widi their fellow-creatures 
in trouble — ^yet not always so. The gay, die 
opulent, and the needy are each in their turn 
touched with the sufferings of a fellow-creature, 
and each have a heart to sooth, and a dispqsiticHi 
to relieve pain, in whatever shape they may be- 
hold it. Brutes, as well as human beings, feel 
the happy effects of their kind nature, as they 
hasten upon all occasions to render a service in 
the moment of need. Witness the manly deeds 
of tenderness, as well as the mental energies 
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exerdsed by the author of the Farmer's Vision ; 
and the ever active exertions of the tender*hearted 
Member for Galway, whose unwearied effects in 
the cause ci humanity, so often put ii^ motion the 
risifaJe feculties of those beings to whom the ten- 
der sensations of pily seem to be unknown. That 
beings bom to sympathize with all God's crea^ 
tures thus, should ever fed the anguish of do- 
mestic woes, is much to be deplored. But 
undisturbed repose is not the lot of man, and 
seldond the reward of sympathizing souls on earth. 
The susceptibility of a feeling heart lays it open 
to ev^y soft impression, and it is often liable to be 
influenced by improper objects. These are sad 
reflections ! But perfection, let it be remem- 
bared, is not to be ascribed to earthly mortals. 

There are too many, however, w;ho are almost 
strangers to the tender sensations of pity ; and as 
insaisible to the distresses of the human. race, as 
they are to the sufferings of the brute creation. 
Accustomed to CNoe ccmtinued round of pleasure, 
and enjoying every comfort liches can afford, 
they can form no just idea of the miseries under 
which a multitude of their fellow-creatures are 
languishing. In stepping from their carriage, 
they are perhaps touched for a moment, by the 
cries of some poor wretch, implorii^ a halfjpenny 
worth of charity ; they drop a sixpence, which 
they consider lent upon good interest ; think they 
have covered a multitude of sins, and are satisfied 
with their bargain. But the unfortunate per- 
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t)!e5tities in which a itnbt-e respectable diss c€ the 
coirittlUriily is ttffeeh involved^ rarely readh tieir 
attehtJott or awaken their sympatfiy; bet in the 
^%e& of rom^(Ce. If there they meet With A, 
stiffeHiig hero, br & Jiersefcuted heroine, fti^'csitt 
weep ovei* the Maginary woes, and display ttd* 
ihirable tokens of tehdeitiesS . 

Such sensitrility^ if it Ho hot move those who 
possess it to acts of (iiidness and humanity to 
Ireial objects of commisseratioU, is of no avail, ^d 
does them little honour. But a sotil replete with 
sentiments of pity, possessit^ a heart to execute 
the dictates of a sympathizing mind, may be truly 
Sstiled the Man of Feeling. He will extend his 
compassion to all God's creatures in disjtre^, 
whether man or beast. 

What fine feelings of commiseration faais Copper 
demonstrated in his admirable Poem of TTte 
Task . " He has therein given to man,'* says Loird 
Erskine, " a golden rule for his conduct towards 
the lower world ; which we should do Well te study 
and to follow. The latitude he allowi^ for ote- 
acknowledged dominion, is said to be amply suf- 
ficient.'' 

^^ The sum Is this— if mimV conoefd^nce^ heaUh^ 
Or iafe^ iaterfere, his rights and clafms 
Are paramouDt, aud must extinguish theirs^ 
Else they are ail — the meanest things that are 
As free to live^ and to enjoif that life, 
As God was free to form them at the first, 
Who in his sov'reign wisdom made them all." 



"Tl^e whole sqtueycjt of l^^m^ity to anin^s," 
says Lord £rs|diQe, \^ \^ sq beautifully and strik- 
Uigly itlufftipated in .Uw admirable Poem'^^^T- 
alluding to GoTV]]|er •§ Task — '^ tliat no pareii^ts 
ougl^it to be sati^^ed W^l tt^eir children liaye tha$ 
part of it l;)y i^e^J^ 

As a gp^^i^n pf lyig.fxirdship's hercoc nfnpduct 
in the cause of humap^^, ^hich he so ably s^p- 
por;^^ in the ^91^ qf f^rds, wjben 1^^ intro- 
du^ ja J^ill to pcey.^ Prq^Ity to Animals ; fhfi 
following oqc^upjenc^. may pof be considered as 
fin^ptly revested tfl,-^{t is worthy of being re- 
cjoofded, l^ojUi Uh .^W, ^e fljagnanimily <rf h^s 
tfprdphift inl^p cjaus^ t^e so elqq\ienUy e^pouse^, 
md 99 ^ e^aqffllei^r lie iwtg^iw of th^s? wl^9 
Wm iteye 4tefl .C»u|^MSR t9. l^W.^ t**? S^nsib^liljy 
tk^y \ifm. \>J ofitm i» ^q9$OTmty ynti^ lh?ff 
professk^. 

^' Awf^dog] amaddog] knock Ijuno^dpT^n/' 
VFI^ ^hoed fifpm all quv^rpi as ]\i^ |^i;^^^iip, 
wifg)ped if( deep me^^atiqp, was pn^ d^y . wal^ci^ 
up )Ioll>9jm Hill, ^ his ret^ri^ fropa^ ,^e Cpwt 
<rf Justice w whicli lie ^ad l^^e^ rt^di^g tl^? 
cs^W@ pf j^ersecuted i^^ipcepiq?. B9u^ in ^ 

mm^^t frpro W wntewpi^twBp, h^ ^oofe^d 

^OTOd, ^5a»gl!t.»gfet 4?C 3 iJitfe p9fl|Jt«)g. W^fiffll 
Hying fycffa M ,^ pf ]^ .RTOPVfiW ; JIM^^^ 

with seeming unconcern, walked on with the dog 
under his arm. 

'* The dog's mad, sir, the dog^s mad, see how 
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he foams at the Tnouth/^ cried one. " He ran 
straight forward with his tail between his legs/^ 
said another. " Knock him down/^ vociferated a 
third. " Mad !^^ ejaculated his indignant and 
undaunted friend, " the dog's no more mad than 
I am, and not half so mad as yourselves.^' 

" Knock him down — knock him down,'^ was 
notwithstanding still the cry. 

" Well then, if you are determined to knock 
him down,'' returned his Lordship, "knock away 
— ^but recollect you must first of all knock me 
down," — and so saying he deliberately marched 
forward, with the dog still under his arm, to the 
consternation of the gaping crowd, who, as he 
triumphantly bore the little victim off, exjpressed 
their " idiot-wonder in their looks j^^'nnd suf- 
fered him to proceed wifliout fiirther mdestation, 
or presuming to oppose his Lordship's will. 

The expressive gestures of tlie animal,- as he 
looked his protector in the face, and the sensations 
of joy and thankfulness he manifested, when, 
secure from further persecittion, he 'Was set at 
liberty; said enough, to shew he had a sense of 
obligation to his- deliverer. Iii fine, he followed 
and skipped about his Lordship, till he reached 
his Villa, about five miles fi^m the scene of action ; 
was hospitably admitted, to partake of the good 
things of this life ; and probably, for many yifltrs^, 

^* Free from envy, care and strife, 
Liv^d a sweet contented life." 
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To support a system of equality among* men or 
brutes, or between them, tvould be iriyolous, 
censurable, and ccmtrary to the Divme order 
of things ; nor should the instinctiye pn^perties 
of the latter be held in competition with fbe 
reasonable faculties ^ the Jbrmer. Still it must 
be confessed that the donb shew of animals ^ if it 
da>n<^t betoken ^Aie>4fiii^ ten^e^- of* a rafkmctl 
creoturr, cKt' leairtiit denotes fhe sensihUUy of a 
&«mo!||^6tip^V'* aiid 'impresses^ upo^ mind, 
that'th»:i&is )BOiiittiittei>m€re honest eh)quence in 
ibk.wagfffiugimf a doff^s taU^ than in a volume 
of .stniied rphrMes sonEided on the ear> While the 
one forces the stream of nature tl»ougfa the flood- 
gates of a noble hearty dnd makes a lasting im- 
pressi<»i on the mind ; the other dies away with 
thefine speeches that too <^en close every grateful 
sensation ; and thus serve but to check the 
activity of b^ievcdafiee and phila»thr(^hy« 
. Reader. But to talk of Ihe honesty and elo- 
quence of a dog^stail ! was erer any thing so 
ridicdbus ? Really it^s quite absurd. 

Author. Articulation is the privilege of man, 
but top often does he abuse the gift. Hypocrisy 
supplies htm witib unmeaning words, that are no 
soon^ uttered than forgotten . But the tapres^iv e 
gestores of inferior ahimals speak the leoiguage of 
sincmty and truth. Tbetr mute tokens of Joy, 
grafitiide, and attachment, speak more to the heart 
than all the flowery speeches the gift (rf utterance 
can bestow. However ridiculous the hypothesis 
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may appear, their mode of expression, though 
different from om:^, is suffici^itly plain and com- 
prehensive to convince us they have a language. 
Fcr what can a niethod of expressing their mean- 
ing be termcid, but a language. 

'.' Man^^ said the exile of St. Helena," is merely 
amove perfect animal than the rest^he reasons 
better. r— But how do we know that the hrtde 
creoiioH^ have not a language of their owti 9 
It would be presumption in us to say they have 
not J because we do not understand them.^^ 
' The^r languagse, however, is by no means diffi- 
cult to tuide.r£|tand, when addressed to the human 
^pedes. An afifectionate wag of the Spaniel's 
tail, welcomes the master home, and seems to say. 
Where have you been ? How glad I am to see you 
back again. At the sound of the bugle, the ani- 
mated hunter pricks up his ears, and says to his 
rider, I'm offl^od off he ^. GtiLm, if 
you chance to tread upon her toe, swells with 
anger, raises liar back, waves her tail with graceful 
motion, and casting a malicious and indignant 
look, seems to vow vengeance on you for/ ever. 
And, that they have a method of discovering their 
meaning to each other, is, in fine, too obvious to 
reflecting mortals to. be doubted. Their instinct 
is so nearly allied to reason, that the difference in 
some instances is scarcely couiprehensible to the 
human mind. Thought, as well as sensibility, 
seems to form a part of it. 

" So great a veneration had the Athenians for 
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the brute creation/* says history, " that when they 
had finished the temple, called Hecatompedon, 
they set at liberty the beasts of burden, which 
had been chiefly employed in the work ; suffering 
them to pasture at large, free from any other 
service. And one of these, it is said, subsequently 
came of its own accord to work, and placing itself 
at the head . of the labouring cattle, marched 
before them to the citadel. This so pleased the 
people, that they made a decree, that it should be 
kept at the public charge so long as it lived/* 

^^ Ye genKleinen of EnglandV Who trabsfer 
your high metded r)a)oers, your pampered .hunters, 
said your labouring cattle to. carriers^ sta^ pro- 
prietors, and hackney coachmen in their old age, 
can ye reflect on such inhumanity without a bhish ? 

^^ Goodness** says Plutarch, ^^ moves in a larger 
sphere than justice ; the obligations of law and 
equi.ly reach only to mankind, bui mercy and 
bedsMeficence should be extaided to creatures of 
every dpecies. A good man will take care of his 
hors^ and dogs, not only when they are young, 
but when old and past service/* 

How different were the feettngs of Cato' oh this 
subject, who infcHrijis us that, ^* aibhen he was 
Conml^ h^ left his war horse in Spain, to save the 
public the charge of his freight home/* This was 
rather hard-hearted economy. Whatever com- 
mendations he may be entitled fo, for his patriotic 
zeal and regard for thie public good, he cannot in 
this instance be complimented on his sensibiUty ! 
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NUMBER V. 



ON If ATIONAZi SPIRIT. 



Fair all wiie write eaqpect applause. 
However good or bad their cause. 



TO complain of die vices and follies of the age 
we live in, without attmapting to correct them, or 
to.pnMDOte moraKty, is by no means uneomtnon. 
Whether it may axise from an error in judgment, 
or iuddbemce of disposition, it is equally blame^ 
iUe; and may be accounted little better than 
oomnuserating the distresses of a fellow creature^ 
without offering as^dstance towards his relief. In 
timefty therefore, whea youth is seduced by &ise 
reasoning, the timid ridiculed into fashionaUe 
follies, and the undiinking led into gross errors ; 
everyone is called > upon to et^ert his powers to 
check the progress of evils so injurious to society, 
and th^. welf4ieing of future generations. 

* ^Addison/ ^ it is remarked, ^^ wha seemed al- 
ways to hare had the good of his country at heart 
and the improvem^ of men and manners in 
view, was ever solicitous to explode popular errors 
and to bring virtue and religion into practice and 
repute." 
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Though it cannot be ^lipectM that isvtfy age 
will produce an Addis^^; still «eyery welk^sher 
of his native soil — every child 6f reason, bdweva 
feeble his abilities, may ^fepT^fbf ward witk Mdpit- 
tsmce* accor#9ig 10 hisf means* ^ Shat) * Ifae press 
teem with'^edititius 'pafs^htots dnd profane publi* 
cations for the encoiliie^menl?<)f itdipiety andfac^ 
tioQ) and. the energy of* dn^ lionest faedrt be' iMled 
intq slnggisbsie^i'dpnd cbBtribute libtfahig'towdirds 
th^ repelling such' en(Toaichmtots' on the pnbKe 
peac^? Forbid* it,) Heaven ! Let .not the slow-^ 
pacing motions of a zealeus fti^vQ' be loBt in mild 
forbearance or apathy of spirit, while ' the rapid 
strides* of hostile invaders bring ud intocottfnsion! 
Duty ioipfeJratively calls the* nieanest powers int* 
action to oppose the progress of the latter, and 
to -^mJSLfe thef lukewanft' ' profceeiJings of the 
former. 

"But can thi^ be done'Svithdut-a name that 

> 

would a^d vclHditff' 'to 'such an^ undertaking?'' 
Remands a gentteman. of farcical notoriety in the 
iashi(mable ^i^vld ; " You'H not benirticed de — J 
pend Hp^-^-^m: it, in the . jMnesenfc refined state of 
soeiiety.'* Then, quickly turning to a facefiou!^ 
friend wll^iit waiting a reply ^ sind drawing his 
chssdr in. jfroht of her Ladyship^ Iniorfler'to t«»mi 
maod her whole attention ;--^' 'D6 ^ you knowV my 
liady Sah^in,'^ txMitinoeH he, in' the^ same breath, 
" Pm going" to write a Play ! I wi^fr your Lady^. 
ship would condescend fo give it a name?'' 
"What! Christen your oflfepring before it's^ 
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brought forth ? I never heard of such a thing. 
No, no ; — before I enter into any engagements I 
must be convinced/* 

"Ofwhat, myLady?'* 

^^That it's no unnatural production, that's all, 
Sir Prolix ; merely that it's worthy rf being ush- 
ered into the Christian world." 

" Oh, fie ! your Ladyship is really too sarcastic. 
But stop now," stroking his chin as he spoke and 
sted&stly looking ' her in the face, "suppose we 

call it ^No. — Let — ^me — see;" then after some 

deUberation— " Wig// now^ what do you think 
of " 

" Why now^ to cut the matter short, Sir Prolix, 
I'll tell you what I diink ; — if you will but pro- 
duce the Farce PU give it a name." 

" Will you indeed ?" rapturously exclaimed the 
dramatic Hero. 

"Indeed — ^indeed," re-echo'd my Lady, 

'* Well, then your Ladyship will at once make 
amends for all your severity. But do now, there's 
a good creature, give it directly, without keeping 
me in further suspense ; you can't think how it 
will help me on." Then drawing his chair a 
litde neiarer, — " Come now, set me off with a good 
name, and I shall ever consider myself your Lady- 
ship's most devoted and very humble servant." 

"Nonsense," ejaculated her Ladyship, ^^set 
yourself off ^ and don't teaze me. Pm perfecfly 
annoyed with names and titles, and patronizing 
one stupid thing ot amither. It's time to draw a 
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line, and only to countenance such productions as 
come well recommended.'^ 

'^If your Ladyship has no more consideration 
for a friend in a dilemma than that,^^ returned 
the bantered Petitioner, '4M better, indeed, set 
^y^^if 9fff^^ ^^ immediately rising from his 
seat, with a respectful bow, he withdrew from the 
unfeeling satire of his fair fnend. 

The piece in question was brought fwward, 
however, the ensuing season. Put alas! the title 
suggested by her Ladyship condenmed it at once 
to the malevolence of public criticism. 

Thus much for a title. But "Who was it 
WRITTEN BY?'' asks the inquisitive spectator. 

If modesty induced the auth<»r to retire from 
observation, shame on curiosity to search out his 
retreat ! It is base-4t is unkind-4t is unchari. 
table; — nay, it is barbarous. Forbear, then, to 
haunt him in his retirement, or to l^eak in upon 
his privacy. 



32 



NUMBER VL 



^$00i 



ON IDXdB C1CRKWnF7, AND 1KOB.TI!* 

Fxnra con^esotubbs. 



Net that It boots the world a little, 
Whether an author's big or little; 
Orirhethdr fair, or blaek, or brown ; 
No wf ii^r^s hae concerns the town*. 



SUSPEND- then your* curiosity, gentle reader, 

and exeroke your.judgtnent, withoirt searching 

. • • • 

iato the: birtb;-pav6Btagej kindred, reputation, or 
motives of the writer ; nor endeavour to grope 
OMlihisiwboie pedigree and conii^e^ions as crite- 
rions, by which to gfuide your opinion of his 
works. Let it suffice, that an author is a human 
being like unto yourself. Whether old or young, 
rich or poor, male or female ; whether dignified 
by a dashing title, or honourable without one ; are 
circumstances of little importance to those who 
are inclined to search for something new. 

" Authws,^^ it has been observed, ^^ are seldom 
held in the same esteem by near approach, as 
they are by being viewed from afer.^^ At all 
events, it is an awful thing to stand the test of 
scrutiny. The most confident have been known 
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to shrink from it ; aiid die tiiiiid dare not eQ« 
counter it. These consideraitioiis should justify 
the eoDceafanent of a qame, where tiie mitfior^ 
fedings si^^^est Ae propnety of ft. 

The writor of a book, it anst he confessed, 
faovv€iQer ImHiaiit his iale»ts, !» ta a pitiable plight. 
De IS not onlf exposed to uaiiKennd mtieisn, but 
has a thousand otiier mortiAcatioDs to encomiter, 
bodi in private and in pmbiie, boA from friend 
and fioe. One finds liult with his style, another 
wilh his kngnftge^; a third condudes lie is reduced 
to Ae necossity of living bjr ^ wits ; a fourth 
sarcastically observes that he has no wit to live 
by ; a fifth that he thinks himself migfaty clever ; 
a sixth th^ he is nevertheless n mere bloddiead ; 
a seventh stai«s him out of countenance, as she 
whispers to her neighbour bdiind her ftn ; m 
eighth wondars, fiur Iblks will wondar in Ihis 
wonder^l age, what possible motives he can have 
for publishing his thoughts to the world ; and ^ 
ninth supposes that he is aspiring to the celebrity 
of a Scott, an Addison, or a Jolmson, according to 
the nature of his writings ; and that he seems to 
have vanity enough to imagine that his opinions 
>3Fill have a migfaty effect on the minds of his 
readers ; but he^s mistaken, says a tenth, we cam 
judge, perhaps, nmch better than he can write ; 
with ail his profiuidity of knowledge or exube- 
rance of imagination .! I only wonder at his pre^ 
aumption. 

Query. Which of the two has the grestoat 
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presmnption, w die kungert share of vsmity ; he 
who writes, or he who criticises ? At all evaits, 
the latter has the easiest part to perform, and runs 
less hazard of soflferiiig in his reputation. For, as 
the ingenious Authcnr of a celebrated Novd has 
obsenred, ^^ Though all are not able to write 
boohs-'-<Ul conceive themselves able to judge 
them.^^ Still so guarded are these critiffl, that few 
will vulture to give their own candid c^inimi of a 
work, until it has passed the ordeal of criticifiood 
in the public prints ; lest their judgment might 
be called in question, riiould they luippen not to 
be in unison with the oracle deUvered therein. 

^*To promote morality and to repel mischieyous 
invasions on the good order of society is, at aU 
events, a duty we owe to the king, our country, 
and ourselves ;^' observed Scriblerus, ^'and must 
be deemed a commendable undertaking by every 
well-disposed member of the community, whether 
the effect be produced or not.^^ 

^ ' Commendable enough it maybe, but methinks 
it is not a little presumptuous in a private indi- 
vidual, that nobody knows or cares about, to talk 
of repelling encroachments of the nature you 
describe, and of promoting the morality c^ a 
nation V^ observed a fair inend. " You argue 
bravely, and aspire to no litde renown in the 
wwld, methinks. — ^But ik> doubt, you are pro^ 
pelled by stronger motives than philanthropic ^ 
loyalty^ or patriotisms^ ^ — added she, with a 
sarcastic smile. 
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*' Yoa may be mistaken/^ said he, " but if 
such be your conclusions, it might be as difficult, 
perhaps, to convince you of your mistake, as it 
would be unnecessary for me to declare my 
motives. Some write for this cause, some for that, 
and few possibly are actuated by the sprinj^ by 
which tfaey profess to be piit in motion. At all 
events, no one should suffer himself to be deceived 
vrith the impression that kh exertions are need^ 
less, because abler hands may be at work* Su- 
pinene^ and apathy, under such circuHistances, 
are reprehensible. 

" A person of moderate abilities, however ob- 
scure the individual, however private his station, 
may render a service to his country, by stimulating 
his fellow-man to deeds of honour, justice, and 
humanity ;' and exercising his powers for the pre- 
servation of social virtues. But lest you should 
suspect me of insincerity, I shall away with this 
subject ; and whether stimulated, as you seem to 
intimate, by the desire of fame — ^the hope of gain 
—or the solicitations of friends — I shall now leave 
you to guess. Were I brought to confession, the 
loiter might be thought too compliant, the former 
too presumptive : and as to profit, that is usually 
divided between the bodkseller and the printer ; 
who naake a tolerable living by the wits of their 
emjdoyers, while the author, excepting in extra- 
ordiimry cases, 'seldom comes ofTeven second best. 
So that '' 

'* You would fain make us believe that you 



write pro bono ptASeo at lart/' intamipted his 
fidrbdnterer. 

^ In this age of incredidity/^ aosweved he, '^ it 
Would be in vam, I feaey, toatlraapt to aiake yott 
or aay one dae bdieye what yoii are kicliBed to 
doaht--4>ut I must ooofeas, though I caiiBtot asjAre 
to feme, that pttblic qmit prom|ptB Biie to ecercifle 
ta^ fecoities ag &r as I aoou able, fiMr the good of 
tite eommmikf at, lai^ ; and &e p^i ei sbtte 
ready writer^ i^i^ose oaale may giye HRpotftaaee 
to BUgvaamBty imiy probably gath^ rtei^n, fteift 
hints and suggestions made by ail bmiM^ Bodi- 
viduait. If itat^it^iti, b^wev^,. aiie solid and 
ccNiviiieingrf ^ i» <>f' ^i^ eodse^ueiiGe by whom 

'' To be the little prt^poffiBg iofitewiei^ to 8«« 
soMe giQfldl.ge»]iis at Work, would be my greatest 
pride ; I shall peisieyere therefore in my des%B^ 
and ittake die atfedi^t, m spite of yowr raiUery, 
attd perhaps^, b^ing pjm ta book by and byie,. if 
youf chm^t mend your msttmersv The eipoiwffe of 
slight improjMrietiei^, it; m well known, has ec»- 
siderable effect upon the ecommxy of hmaan hfe. 
To r^ect on the Icdlies of the age we live inv^hak 
ever been oobsidered worthy of the poet and the 
moralist. Eten triffii^ alrorer, wbeor held tip- to 
public view, tdlrink from, the expi^mir^ and are 
contemplated with ai^armm. Conseqiiendy^ the 
humble writer of the common oecurrenees* of fife, 
may be as instrumental in improvitig the manners 
of the people, as the greatest philosopher^ with all 
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his rhetoric. And it cannot but be admitted that, 
whoever prevents a fellow^reature from sinking 
into depravity, or assists him in upholding his 
virtue, by whatever iMflM the task may be ac- 
compUshed ; that individual may be said to have 
some share in promoting the morality of a 
nation J and, of repelling encrowhrnents on the 
good order of society J* 
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NUMBER VII. 



ON THE SABBATH. 



I do resoWe while here I li?e. 
As I'm in diafj boand, to give 
All glory to the Deitj* 



FROM the b^iiming of the wwld the number 
SEVEN appears to have been pre-eminently dis- 
tinguished. In several instances it seems to have 
been venerated above all others, and to have had 
peculiar advantages attached to it. Besides its 
numeral signification, it denotes, sajrs the Com- 
mentator, perfection; several great events being 
completed in the compass of seven. Fot instance, 
in the time of Jacob, there were seven years of 
plenty in Egypt, which were succeeded by seven 
years of femine. 

In Leviticus we read that ^^tke priest shaU 
sprinkle him that is to be cleansed from, the 
leprosy seven times; and after he be cleansed 
he shall come into the camp^ and shall tarry 
abroad out of his tent seven days.^^ And 
again in Kings, we see that ^^Elisha sent a mes-^ 
senger unto JVaaman^ toying, go and wash in 
Jordan seven times ^ and thy flesh shall come 
again unto thee^ and thou shalt be clean. ^^ 
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ThiB number is also frequently used indefinitely 
to denote a vast many. As in the instance where 
Peter enquired of our Lord,—-** how oft shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him ?'^ Jesus 
saith unto him,--^** I say not unto lliee until seven 
times, but until seventy-times seven;^^ thereby 
intimating, as oft as he may, by contrition, seek 
to be forgiven. But above all, it should be recol- 
lected Ihat the Almighty, when He had finished 
the great works of Creaticm, rested on the seventh 
day and sanctified it. — Gen. xi. 3. When the 
people became wicked and idolatrous. He renew- 
ed, upon Mount Sinai, the obKgation of keeping it 
holy :•—-** ^ Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 
thy work, but the seventh^^' said He, "is the 
sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in t^ thou shalt not 
do any work,'' &c. *^for in six days the Lord 
made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore 
the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed 
•V.'' — ^Exod. XX. 9. 

Frcsn the same Mount the Lord spake again 
unto Moses, saying,— ^** Six years shalt thou sow 
thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vine- 
yard, and gather in the fruit thereof; but the se^ 
venth year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the 
land, a sabbath for the Ijord^^^ Jtc. — ^Levit. 
XXV. 3. This was called a sabbatical year, ivkxL 
being consecrated to that beneficent God, who, in 
compassion to the brute creation, and in mercy tb 
the ]3^r, established this benevolent insiitotioti ; 
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fw Ihe latter eajojoA, not aa\y a tdaxaliQQ from 
labour aU Um ^ik, but had a general release 
from ddbt; which WW called the Lord^a veleaae. 
Another >eaflOQ assigned for this inatitulJiQii is, (hat 
iha aarth might lie fallow, in ofdet tb neoruit ite 
strength. * 

Beaidea tiiis, God a^ipoiateda giwd aafafailkal 
.year, to be celebrated every fiftieth year ; seven 
timeis seveti years foeiog coiiq;>Ieted at that epocha ; 
which had this adyantage over ibe seventh^ (Lev, 
XKV« 0,) it released all ^ves^ anmhUated all 
4iehte, and restcnred to every mail all his landaaBd 
possessions, however alienated. Crimiiials, under 
Itns humane law, though Ihey had, according to 
the custom of those times^ beea sold for slaves, 
even by the great council of Ihe nation, which 
was made tip of seventy senators, migl^t avail 
themselves of these piivili^es, wd r^nm, in pe& 
feet safety,: to their homes, to their lamilies, and 
to their former pdssessioDs, 

Thus it seemeth, that the grisatest reverence was 
.pai4 to this particular nnmber, fi*om tibe very 
birthf4ay of the Creation { which, was celebrated 
J[>y God himself, in token of the appvohatlon He 
•expressed, when He took a generalsorrey of His 
worka^ anid prO|ioiinG«d themgood.'«n-Gett. i. 31; 
, When- Ihe Isradlites,. in opposition to the 
Divine coAunmid, went out on the sabbath to 
gather manna, they were not only unsuccessful in 
the attempt, but they were severdy punished for 
their iiaobedience. And a fital instance of (^'s 
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vengeame fiiUiiig>ai due of th«tr favettmon in die 
nfeildemete, far Vtoh tt ii^ the gabhalh, n^sMnpli^ 
fied in the accaatit we read ii ft man whd Wttl 
fomid gntfaering stickfi on "die day oppoiittdl to be 
keipt bol^ >«^iidgBftiit was pratiiimiGed agaiiisl 
kinit^ and he xeceiyed settefiee of deail; Mt tut 
ifae act ininrliieli he frets detfected^ faurt ISmtMs pre* 
siim|iti<xi u doh^ ft thing <hat wm foi'iAddeii <lf 

vine MMJM^tB* 

Tkm we see, then, what tmemwie Ae AU 
miglity exacts, and <Migiit to experience, fnM& Hie 
ereatnmes m earth.* Hie Jews obmrred their siAi^ 
baths with strictness and mieamiity. Th^ «^ii 
prepared (taribr feod oil the preeedlng^ifty^, ^ad 
thflsf harrng nothing to proride e« llie #d^i^n£lb, 
Afiir chiineartacB, and ierei^ brancib of their fMBhily, 
had anqipertuiiity of resting from Aiehr laibMirs 
and fsiniHg^ in* the pnblic Worship. J^y^ dien, 
jneChristSBmB, wh<y trespass on these sftcfed' o69Ju 
go^ns:; ixer ^eceire f Mmd^^es by attributing to 
neccBsUy >such oecxfpaitofii' as, thiv^ogll^ tieglr- 
geneiei, audi in eontendlpt of <lie Dhine osicdmaiid; 
am^ Etftib be perfionned^ eik ikie sabbath . ^or nd- 
tb^ thoM, nor <iiy mn,' nor thiydtaaghter, Mr thy 
aion^^erbimfs nor ' thy mdid^Mrtiuni^ nor erv^ 
diy ^AMie, arc eKempted iii this saci^ coivilMand . 

^'Therecawfae no harai in doing #Aitf,'' s^ 
one ; ^ nor oan< there be any sin in employitig 
ntysdf thus^^^ cries another. If it be no erime fo 
act in direct opposition to' ^e orders of the Al- 
ndghty, they may be right; but it should b^ 
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remembered that the karmlessness of the action 
will not atone for the disobedience of the o/^ 
fender. It should be recollected, too, that the 
Christian era was ushered in with the same obli- 
gation attached to it. The ceremonial, but not 
the moral law, was abolished. And as seven 
was a mystical number in the Old Testament, so 
it is in the New. When the great work of re- 
demption was accomplished, one day in seven 
was again appointed to be kept holy, in comme- 
moration of our Saviour^s resurrection ; and the 
number in question was again signalized by many 
great and peculiar circumstances. 

Seven Christism churches ware ptsoited in Asia, 
and seven epistles revealed to the beloved Apos- 
tle John. — ^Rev. i. The main subjects of these 
epistles sure comprised in sevens, viz. — seven spi- 
rits sitting before the throne — seven churches, ty- 
pified by seven Candlesticks, or 1>ranches — seven 
stars, figurative of the seven bishops— -^et^^ir seals 
r-^even trumpets — seven vials, &c. Sepen spi- 
ritual gifts were given for the common good — to 
one wisdom, to another knowledge, to a third faith, 
&c. (1 Cor. xii. 8.) which it is our duty to im- 
jwove for the glory of God and the benefit of His 
creatures. Seven virtues were recomniended — 
seven vices condemned — and seven spiritual and 
seven temporal works of charity imposed on us, 
as Christian duties. As Christians, then, let us 
endeavour to practice the virtues, and to shun 
the vices. Let us make good use of the gifts 
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bestawed upon us ; and above all, let us remembei^ 
to keep holy die senenth day, in grateful obedi- 
ence to the Diyine Regulator of the Universe, who 
set it apart for rest and contemplation-^-Mhat Being 
who appointed the obsarvance of it on so many 
great occasions. To Him we are indebted for 
our time and talents. To Him, then, ought a 
portion of each to be given; and such a portion 
as He, Himself^ has demanded. 

That we must one day render up an account d 
the use we have made of the talents committed to 
us, as well as of the manner in which we have 
employed the time allotted us, is a truth with 
which we ought to be seriously impressed. If 
prc^rly reflected (»i, it would bring many to the 
eonscientious discharge of die duties which they 
are too apt to neglect, and a rever^stial attoiticm 
to the commands of their Creator, 

It may not be superfluous here to introduce, 
for the benefit of Sunday-workers and Sabbath- 
breakers, a litde narrative related of our late illus- 
trious and truly religiaHS Princess Charlotte. — 
It is said, that when Her Royal Highness first 
took up her abode at Claremont, the house not 
being completed in all its parts, it was thought 
necessary to employ some of the workmen a little 
mi the Sunday. The Princess hearing the ham- 
mers, enquired whctt noise was making. Being 
told that the carpenters were under the necessity 
of going forward with their work on a Sunday, 
because of the several things that yet remained to 
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h% done; Her Boyal Hig^nea^ af^peared much 
hurt, and isfllBady directed diat tfie^ shoold de^ 
aiak, oor upcm ai^ future oecaaioa trespaeB ou the 
aabboduday) which should nut, she said) be oc- 
cupied iu a way unbeeomiiig die reaped which 
ought to be shewn it; observing at the same time, 
that nothing could excuse the pursuits of business 
uppB that day^ exeqit there was an urgait cause, 
a very urgent mmme mdeed, '^bot in the case 
heftve us, I am sure,^^ said she, ^^no cue reason 
of importance exists for tmnsgroBing the deecrum 
that is due to a seaaim set apart for God^s serviee 
mwe especially thim die rest of the week.^-* 

The propriety, then, ei dedicating this, and 
mieiy sucQsediiig seventh number, tu hdy wb^ 
jectB, will Dot^it is^tb be faoped^ lie eonsiddosd as 
beii^' fiffkteaut^ ooer-much. Seme in this pioas 
age will, in all probability, ofayeot to the introduce 
tifmk of sacred matt^ am<mg the prafime subjects 
of a mere moralist;, others may approve the plan i 
I^py might that author be coBsiderod wfaa 
oovld silence the critic,.ai^i adapt' hift wridngoito 
the tairte <tf erery reader. But till then, g&atik 
Teadar, indulge thy powers oi diaMirimination, and 
be grateful to. the author, who ^ves thee a wide 
i^aoge for critioiswi; and if a single perfection 
diQul4 appear among the many striking bltaushes^ 
pi^thee oheerve aind^ commrad' them with equal 
candour. 
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NUMBER VIII. 



ON NAMES AND TITHJBS. 



All 10^ mnbition Uy I •wn, 

To profit and 'to please unknown. 



'' IT will nearer do'^-*-exclltimed Mr. Lexicon, 
of Patemostar Row, to whom Scriblerus hurried 
with bis numiiscript, as soon as it was finished-^ 
^^ It will create no interest without a nadie, no^ 
bodyMl read it^ I a^Ssure you/^ 

^^ And my fears suggest, »ir, that my name 
would carry yery little weight with it into the 
literary world,'^ repUed Scriblerus, " perhaps m 
the contrary, it might so &r influence the gene* 
rality of r^aders^ as rather to retard than jpro* 
mote the circulation of my work : for my reserve 
in society, and love of hearing, rather than of 
making myself heard, creates a prejudice not very 
fitYom^abte to my genius; In shorty sir, from 
daring now and then to express a saatiment ooi^ 
trary to the general opinion, I am, to use the 
fiishionable phrases of the day, quizzed, called 
blockhead, rallied, or dubbed pedant, just as 
it may suit the temper, or according to the era*- 
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dition of those, whose judgment is formed on the 
report of Newspaper Editors, or partial Re- 
viewers,^' so much for prejudice. " Partiality, 
on the other hand, by over-rating my slender 
abilities, and attributing that to genius, which is 
only the result of industry, research, and perse- 
verance ; cover me with confusion, and make me 
feel deficiencies, that otherwise I might not have 
been aware of. TTiese, by a liberal encourage- 
ment, lead me on to strive against a herd of bar- 
barous critics, however unequal to the combat ; 
and those, by endeavouring to depreciate me in 
the eyes of the world, by insinuations as base as 
they are uncharitable ; if they do not inspire me 
with the contempt they deserve, at least they force 
me to bewail the inhumanity of their nature, in 
uniting their strength to attack a poor defenceless 
individual, who merely attempts to render an ac- 
ceptable service to those who venerate truth and 
justice. And now, sir, you will at once see how 
injudicious it would be to affix my name to the 
title page of a work that has to fight its own way 
in the world ; without the aid of critics, editors, 
or party. Some, who are aware of my scribbling 
propensity, have charged me with the folly of 
spoiling paper, and employing my time to no 
purpose; some have anticipated nothing but 
chagrin and disappointment as the result of my 
labours ; and others have prophesied that, at all 
events, I shall gain little or no renown as an 
L ''^or, should that be my motive for writing — 
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which they rather judge to be the case, as some 
people have a tolerable share of vanity and pre- 
sumption ! But subjects groped out from obscu- 
rity, and dressed up in a fine dashing style, are 
the only things to take now ; and as they do not 
suspect mine to be the pen of a ready writer, in 
all probability my efforts will avail me nought. 

'' Now, under such circumstances, though they 
did not occur to me till pointed out by my friends, 
it would really be the height of folly and assu- 
rance to disclose the import^mt secret, particularly 
as Pve no pretensions to dash, or romance. 
' Homespun trtith^^ in plain simple narrative, 
is all I boast. Besides, sir,'' ccmtinued Scriblerus, 
" if you will but take the trouble to look over my 
manuscript, you will find that some of my sub- 
jects are too good, and others too bad, to admit 
of it. Not that there's any thing of an impious, 
seditious, or immoral tendency, but " 

'' Perhaps it might have turned out more to your 
advantage if it had been so," interrupted the man 
of trad^, wi0i a. significant motion of his head and 
1^ ^e. 

" But>" Continued Scriblerus, without deeming 
to pay a^y. attention to his insinuations, '' I^hA^ve 
certainly token nten and manners for my themes 
and as my repre^ento^tions arfe /^dra^wn fi^m jiife, 
many living pharacters are pourtrayed : but those 
cHily whose features are the most sitdking, are 
placed in a con^iquous light. ; ' Indiyiduals qf a 
more common stomp may pass unheeded in thq 
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group ; if they do not, on beholding the 
to th^nselyes, call out, that^s intended for me.^^ 
^^ You do not pogaesB Ihefesups then of a painter 
i onee knew, at all events,^^ observed die man of 
letters, '^ who, lest his represetitaticm shoidd be 
taken for a temple, wrote under it, in capitals, — 

FARM. 

^^ Nor <Md Ae, it seems, possess either the 
vanity or llie assurance of more modem artists,^' 
retorted Scriblerus, '^ or he would have dene hh 
best to make tbe world believe thad; it was not oidy 
a temple, but the very temple of £tme V^ 

" Ah ! very good — ^vefy giod,** ej^kOidaMd 4he 
man of business, ''but to return to our subject. 
Works of morality^ I must allow, have been very 
Uttle encouraged of late. Faith tq>on common 
report is now so generally adopted, lSMi tiie pub- 
lic mind is completely infected by the conta^on 
which spreads and bewilders the senses '«'re in- 
dividuals are aware of its bal^ul influence. In 
fine, to come to the point at c»ce *^ OpimoM^^^ 
said Mr. Lexicon, ^' as welt as meamers^ have 
their £aishions ; and change almost with every 
gimeration ! and you may fely upon it, that now, 
a name is eviery thi^. The rage f<ir novielty 
too is so gresttt, Aat any tiling new braught for- 
ward by a pubKsker <yf note^ witt not feil to 
bring the aulhop^s name into repute aiBong the 
Htorati of the present day. For proof of my as- 
sertion, I need only refer you to^ Mommg Post 
^ Monday last ; which, after speaking in high 
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ta?n9 oi the work it«elf, 9«g»cipu9ly reqwri^^ in 

oi:d^ to influence the pii)i>Uc opinion, that-- 

19 ths pnWishier^ u circumsjtawfe which will of 
course go far to insure its succ999^ indep^n^lent 
^its own m^ritu P^ 

*^ Take couinage, firiand, a persw with your ccm-f 
ne|daii9 may pyt yowr fe»j» in your pofcb^t ; <Jiffi- 
denoe is an enemy to suGqe93 ; and timidity^ tak^ 
my w^fsA fw it^ ii^ ill^adapted to the pr€9^ time^. '' 

'^ A8 to OE^nne^ons^ sir/^ m4 the Knight of 
tbeOi^U^ i^i^Uigh^n^elf an inch and ia half ahove 
his natural stature ; '^ I should deem my^ejf uu- 
W4>rtJ»y .of thaiH) did J not prefer adding one little 
8jprig of laurel^ to borrowiiiy^ whole hmnches of 
reiQovm frfMu their yenerahle root, I disdain the 
obligatifiin. Ni>^Let me, with the iqdependent 
spirit <^ a Boyish Peer, whose colleagues left him 
in the hirch, rather advance alone and unprotected 
cm my own ground^ than fly under their banners 
ibr protection I And yet, sir, though 30 proudly 
brave, I cannot gain the confidence you recom- 
mend,'' continued he, " not but I r^ily admit, 
where literary fame is once established, the au- 
thor need only be aapnounced to call forth attrition . 
JdxA in the present instance it would serve but to 
satisfy tfie cmiosity of some, and create a preju- 
dice in others. With respect to my titjLe, indeed, 
<hat might have some weight/^ 

" Titles have had a wonderful run of late, to 
be sure/^ replied Mr, Lexicon, *' but still thepe 
must be Mmething to support them . ' ' 

H 
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" Merits sir, is naturally inferred where an 
honorable title is bestowed, is it not ? Surely no 
great mark of distinction would be given to an 
unworthy subject V^ 

" Oh ! believe me, friend,^* replied thetaian of 
knowledge, with a sagacious smile, " merit is 
quite out of the question, upon such occasions. 
The public have long found out that the most 
contemptible subjects have been brought forward 
under a specious title. So that that mark of 
distinction commands but little attention at pre- 
sent, I assure you.^* 

" They are not totally disregarded, however, 
sir,^^ returned Scriblerus, unwilling to give up 
the point, " they have still great weight with the 
majority of mankind, you may rest assured.^' 

"At all events, you must not think of pub- 
lishing an anonymous work, take my word for 
it,'^ returned his adviser, " and as to your title, it 
is not worth a consideration ; do not for a mo- 
ment suppose, that may be the means of bringing 
you into notice — ^they have been too much abused 
of late to be held in any esteem.^' 

" What, sir,*' ejaculated Scriblerus, " youM 
have me renounce my title too ? Your counsel 
may be good, but I must confess that I feel as 
little inclined to relinquish the one, as I do to 
proclaim the other. A dashing title, you may 
rely upon it, is a precious recommendation. 
There is a charm in it by which strangers are 
attracted, and attention called forth ; it blinds half 
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depriycB the other half of the power of thinking. ' ' 

** Gently, friend, gently, '^ interrupted Lexicon, 
*^ perhaps I may be more competent to judge, from 
my daily experience in business of this nature ; 
and, if you will not submit to my suggestions, I 
must beg to decline any further communication 
oa the subject. ^Qesides,'' continued he, twirling 
over the pages of the .manuscript, '' to cut the 
matter short, I ha^ve already more on my hands 
than I knoW' what to do with ; and to be candid 
tvith you J the thing doesnH seem at all in my 
way.V 

Well — thought poor Scrib, you might as well 
have given me this piece of intelligence before. 
Thanking him, nevertheless, for his candour^ 
though somewhat disconcerted at his want of 
courtesy^. ** You must allow me a day or two to 
reflect on your obliging observations^'*^ said he, 
and away he trudged with his manuscript under 
his arm, and feeling as little inclined to adopt his 
c^iuion in the. «ie instance, as he was to satisfy 
idle cmipsity: in the other. But what's to be 
done now, ^^ tkmks he to himself^- as he traced 
fa&s steps hoitf^warcis . ' ' Why, return . to your ad- 
monisher,'' whpfpered tu^ friendly gen^ifs, '^ and 
be guided by his ; better judgment.'' Never, 
tbpughtfhe, th/wgh I niay. consent to meet him 
half way. So, after mature deliberation, he at 
length resolved, like other great personages, . to 
sally forth incog, without the fear of being way- 
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Idd and acttacked iii all dii^tiohg. Sboald I Ue 
dts^garded, or iaett with uncivil treMment on 
diy ^ay, said h6, the fitult is all my oWti. He 
Who ehiried to trarel in disguis€l, has ohly to sub- 
mit {)atiently , like the great Czar of Russia, to the 
difficulties to trhith he voluntarily ^^poses him- 
feelf.^' 

It is relate of this August P^rsOiUige, that 
during his sojdtn^ in HoUdtid, When the bUsincM 
Of the day Was 6V£t, he iteed to aiftUse hifnself with 
Vdihblihg dBoUt the suburbs df the towh ; and 
fbAt in on^ of th^ p^VegrlhiltionS, b^itig ^f- 
taken by a heavy shower of rain one day, he WttS 
dbout to enter a &nn hoii^ fyt shelter ; but be- 
fel'e he could gaih jEtdmittanee, the boor^s wife ran 
tb ttt^ ddor, soinewhat discomposed at hi« appeal*- 
anci^, and the unceremonious ihdnner in which be 
Was about to etit^ hdr neat little dwelling. *^ Stop, 
stop, friend,^^ cHSd 6\lfe hi^liJy, " take off your 
sHbe^ before ybii cohle i% there^s a pait of slip- 
per^,'^ pointing to the mat, " put ihem do, but I 
ioh afrUd youMl niake my house in a sad mess !'^ 
The illustrious Stranger, not Wishing to mske 
himself known, did^ hii Wte 4e^f ed, and waited 
patiently in the paSSage till the turn abated : he 
then thimked &e l&tadfoidy fof the accbmmbdiltion 
he had received, ahd piittii^ on his Wet sht3(te 
agaiii, waHced off, mote struck with her cleanti- 
hess and candour, than with her courtesy or hos- 
pitality. 
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NUMBER IX. 
ON PATBIOTUUL 



The BookseHer who heard him speak, 
And uw him turn a page of Greek, 
Tbmight**«^h«t a genins have I foandy 
Theft thas addreas'd, wHb bow profoond:—- 
Learn'd Sir, if ^ou'd employ your pen 
Against the senseless sons of men, 
Or write the history of Siam, 
No miin is better pay thati I am; 
Or since y^a're learn'd in Grt^, let*s see 
Sdroething agftintt the Trmity. 



'' OOD ibrbid ikM I dfaoutd ever receive die 
reward of blasphemy, by employing my talente in 
a manner mibeooming a Christian disciple/^ ex- 
claimed Scriblerus, *'or that I should ever be se- 
duced by th^ bribe of corruption to desert my 
co«ntry^s cattse, for the paltry consideration of 
adding a few pounds to my yearly rents.** 

Scriblerus, a man of high spirit and superior 
abilfties, as well known in the literary as in the 
poliiical and ftishionable circles of life, has for 
many yeai^ occupied his time and exercised his 
iajcultiej^ fiir fhe ptiblic good, with a fimmess of 
Aiind that reflects honor on himself, and a purity 
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of sentiment that does him equal credit. He has 
always stepped forward in moments of danger. 
High officers of state have acknowledged their 
obligations to him, and have in many instances 
availed themselves of his timely suggestions. But 
alas ! he is stHl left at perfect leisure to project 
anew, or to take up arms against their adversaries, 
whenever circumstances may occur to call forth 
his exertions. The neglect to which he has been 
abandoned, would, long since, have transformed 
a less scrupulous partisan, with his abilities, into 
a seditious libeller ; or would, at least, have lulled 
the energy of many a loyal subject. But, with a 
greatness of soul and strength of mind which few 
possess, he adheres, most steadily, to his avowed 
principles, wasting his time and his substance in 
a voluntary but unprofitable service. 

" They manage these things better in France, 
and^ mnong. revolutionary demagogues at 
home," say his friends. The supporters of fa€- 
•tion; and the instigTttors of rebellious tenets, never 
fail tb meet with encouragement, — never fail to be 
rewarded by their chiefs. Every pditical enor- 
Infity that is calculated to inflame the mind, and 
bring the higher powers into disrepute, is by 
them, received with transport — applauded with 
ehttHAsiasmHr-ohd recomp^ised with munificence ; 
^hikt many a woHhy promoter of naitional bene- 
;-iitslis lost to the country; through the caprice of 
•upstarts in power, 'or. the indiscrimihate negli- 
gence of those, who have either too much pride 
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memory to requite one. 

\¥ hen virtuoos efforts meet with no encowage? 
ment) and the toils of a {mtriode subject are re^ 
paid with indifference, loyal exartions must af 
l^igth. become dull duties : and- public sfMrit, 
except in a bad cause, will, if not entirely ehal^ 
away, at least lie dormant, and cease ta.inspdre 
individuals of talait and heroism to assist in up^ 
holding a nation's glory, or adding to its ri&nown« 
These neglected beings may justly be compared 
to the waters of an exuberant spring ; which, wh^a 
carried by gentle currents to the great ocean, 
though they contribute to its magiiitade, sure lost 
in the wide expanse — or to the smialler pillars erf* 
a febric, which, when concealed from view by 
supporters of greater magnitude, are OQusidered 
of no importance, and are thought c^ no more« 

Scriblerus might have enjoyed all the comforts 
erf life,, aye, and its luxuries too, itv peacefyr re- 
tirement, from the political .w<»rld, had ixiot<]iis 
loyal, and pati*iotic zeal prcidominated over »a)lsdi- 
fii^ c<msidemti0ns,.aiid animated «him :to: pursue, 
at the expaice (rf his :ow|i copilbrtS) ij^at ppblic 
spirit which has proved, in tim^ of in6e45 as ^s^iV|l 
to his country as honorable to l^is. r^iik ai>d . pro- 
fession. 

Disappointed in his expectancies of prornqtapn, 
Sc^blelrus ; sheathed hi^ sword, s^i ret^f §d; vpic^ 
half pay; but in resigning. to its scabbard this 
instrument of war, he took, up a more fprmid^^l^ 
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weapon ; and now figbte this hittk» of his kti^ 
and country with his poi, inBlead of his sabre^ 
In diese latler campaigns, it seems, bis services 
aie BO better requited than they were in the 
former; tfaoi^ a sfaomch firiead to the cause he 
advocates and supports in a masterly style. But 
he's noslare to party, and looks only tDMeofwrey, 
not to men; by which means he has created a 
host of enanies, widiout securing cob friend, 
rince die deadi oi the great patriotic statesman 
who was his first patron, and knew how to wniue 
his talends. 

HeM do belter, peibaps, to write his menom. 
They wooid be replete with romantic matter. A 
perpetual victim to die capric^ios whims of fori- 
tune, he is att^iiately dduded by her smiles, and 
depressed by her frowns. Now a prey to her ma^ 
licioos tamits ; — then a sacrifice to bar insatiafaie 
vengeance. In fine, it may m trudi be said, he is 
a livii^ proof that the lives ci mortals sometimes 
abound in the marvellous, as much as do the 
ieigned pages of romande. But such are the 
dispensations of Providence. And more happy 
are they whose reascm and rdigicn can reconcile 
tbemtodieir lot, dmn the more prosperous agents 
by whom the evils of life are distribuied. 

It is a lamaatable fact, that a blasj^emous pa- 
rody on tiie Litany, a deistical pami^et, or low 
pidilications recommending sedition, impiety and 
licentiousnesB, are so freely encouraged by the 
supporters of fiu^tion^ that they eome teeming from 
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the press with the most daring effrontery, in defi- 
ance of all constituted authoqty. Contributions 
are raised ; applauses resound ; and genius, upon 
such occasions, is rewarded with unbounded libe- 
rality. But an honest patriot, alas ! is often left 
to do penance in a garret, and support a good 
CONSTITUTION by taking a moderate dinner, 
after all his trouble, with His Grace of Gloucester, 
the good Duke Humphrey . 

Thus exalted, he mscy feelingly reflect on the 
wisdom and policy of those economists who can 
silence a licepitious satirist^ by feeding him on 
the golden fi*uits of Hesperia ; and retain in their 
service a devoted loyalist, without fee or reward. 
Such, however, is not the economy of more ex- 
alted personages. When they take a share in the 
^civ^mmeift, they are generally ^isy of access, 
and individuals saore admitted to ^theior presence ; 
^atokentsiare attended >to, aiid. merit rewwdeA. 

It seems to 3iave :been presumed that, like the 
.Roman of old, it would be as easy to turn the mai 
.from its couEse^ as Soibleras ftqm the paths of 
loynl and patriotic virtue. *So far, then, has jus- 
tice Ibeen . done to his principles . He has exp^- 
lenced a long and severe trial, and has proved 
himself woiHiy of so honorable a decision. 

" Our iiieiids we sxe sure of,*^ seems to be the 
compliment of the 'day, as recent events oa the 
opposite sheves have clearly demonstrated ! 



58 



NUMBER X 



ON IATAI.TY. 



My Royal Master promised me 

To raise me to a high d^ree ; 

Bat DOW he's grown a King, God wot, 

I fear I shall be soon forgot. 

You see when folks have got their ends 

How qtiickly they neglect their friends; 

Yet I nay say, 'twixt me and yoo. 

Pray God they now may find as true. 



- WHEN the great Emperor of the Spice IslaiMk 
was driYen from his throne and his dominions^ 
by the- reyolution that obliged so many foreign 
Princes to take refuge on the British shores ; the 
unruly winds and waves, proving as boisteronsas 
some of His Uighness's rebeUious subjects, drove 
him, with. fury, into one of our northern ports. 
On his disembarkation, however, he and his au- 
g^t family, were most resjiectfully welcomed on 
shore by a distinguished Loyalist, who having an 
establishment in the neighbourhood, immediately 
conducted to his hospitable mansion the illustri- 
ous, though dethroned Monarch, with all his suite. 
This retreat, though not altogether calculated for 
the residence of Royalty, still, he thought, might 
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prove a comfortable asylum for the moment.*— 
Accordingly, every possible arrangement was 
made for ihe convenience <tf the illiistrioils visi- 
tors^ as far as time and circnmstadees ^ Tioukl 
admit. Beds were fMrepaved ; fire^ blazed in 
every room; the libirary; wasr to >be ^used^as a 
bresdcfast parlom*, — ^die parlour as a niirsery ; the 
dining-room dedicated to the; use of the ladies and 
gentlem^ of the bed-cliamber ; the driawing-room 
turned into a gaseral repository. In fine,, the 
whole house, inatwinkUng, wsasituhied-topsy^ 
turvy; the master and imistxesB respectliilly re- 
tiring to distant apartments ^ the time ibeii^', in 
compliment to <he royal guests. 
'. So. well did the generous-hearted Host know 
how to render a service in'^thietime of need, 
without enhancing the obligatic«i, that at 'the end 
of a few days, when the Royal sojourner had 
recovered Jm the fetigueTtheir voyage, and 
intended to take their departure for the great 
metropbSs^^ they actually ^called for thar faill^ sup- 
posing they lU)d been all flie wiiiie at ah hotel. — > 
U W0uk} have . distressed their feelings, thought 
th^ noble-minded Host, had they been aware of 
putting him aad his family to so much incorive- 
nience; therefore, without offering^ he led them 
to his, dwellings hoping they would find it an 
agre^ble restk^ place till they felt inclined to 
proceed on. their journey. 

'* And what did they .cto,^' asks the inquisitive 
reader, " when they were aware of the trouble 
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Ikey must have occasaoned, b^^^dde^ tandn]^ tile 
hoQse into otter conf osion ?^ ^ 

Do! gaitle Reader ? inquire of yourself what 
yoo woidd tiave done, undar ^milar circutii- 
stances, and fancy they did the saniie. But re^ 
coUect that Royalty is often kept in happy igt^o^ 
jnkice ; and that the pleasure of ofoligi^ig meets its 
6wn reward. But do not hr a moiuent jHippote 
they were insensible to suclk sittentions. They 
most condescendingly acknowledged the £mw, 
and took their departure; hoping that, shiocdd 
they evet be recalled to the government of tiid^ 
revdliitionized colbnies, they would be called tipdtl 
by their loving subjects to requite their loyalty 
with, something more than thanks ; ks it Wafi the 
fibrst wish of their Sovereign's beard, td shew hi^ 
gratitude for the fidelity and attachment thiey had 
kYet manifested towards the House of Pimento. 

For many years did His High Migbtinedd 
dhimber, in peaceftd security, in foreign Courtis. 
At length the King of Terrors '' mabked him fsn^ 
his bi^," and all the airy visfotis of justlee, t^^ 
dtatemetits and rewards, sunk with the v^^ierabli 
Monarch to the grave; nor did t^^ ev€^ rise 
again to distract the senses of his heiir and ^ixt^ 
eessdr to the throne. 

In process of time, the revolutionary party be- 
came weary of the tyrahiiy of the Usurper. A 
deputation was sent to the Royal Ekife, l^nireatiHg 
hint to re-enter his dominioos ; ahd assuring him 
dlto of the support of all the ancient nobility, a^ 
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aiid atmy. Thb tsransported PriBuee waited not ai 
second invitation. Messeng^^s were despatch^ 
10 all diTectioRS ; and: amidst the acctamations of 
his friends and fdlo^ers, off he started to take 
jNM»essiori of hi» ilkt^taious firther^s vacated throbe. 
On re-^tetering hk domiiiicms, he was hailed with 
jofy — ^he was greeted wkh enthusiasm — and w3a 
tl!iiiknf^hantly erolna^ in bis cafyital, with every 
deohottMraiioft^ of gladness. He was, in fiu^t, ao 
cording to Ludeman's prediction, a much greater 
s&vereign, in» poial of ptower and dottteioin, than 
any of his predecessors, had been. 

Scareely was he seated on the Imperial throne, 
when congrotitlatioBS pdured in from eYa*y quar- 
ts; peftitibotis presented — ^reinstataaienlB solicited. 
His noMes^— his officers— bis foUoiters in exite 
lirould frdn hav^ rallied iH>und their Emperor, 
^t — he now thought hiknself secure without 
them ! The unnistars who had kept his fiithetr 
out, he kept th. Thef ^ceiis who had fought 
against him, he honored with prcNPHotions ; — ^his 
nobles were noihinated to pdsts in foreign couHs ; 
--^-and his humbler friends, were totally forgo^n. 
^' Because,^' said he, ^' the latter we easa depend 
upon, they will do us no harm ; but the formet 
meet be wdl provided for to keep thl&tn quiet. 

Such was Ihb policy of foreign courtisi ;^ — such 
was the encourdgemfeDt given to the supportws of 
ftcticm ;^-«iii^h wte die reward besifowed on the 
defenders of tt)yalty ! Every fJace, both <rf emoi^ 
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Intnent and trust, was given to those who had 
been attached to the Usurper, and manifestly ini- 
mical to the House of Pimento. 

In vain did some ancient servants of the crown 
who were turned out of office by the invaders, 
and whose property was seized upon and disposed 
of to maintain the expences of the war, seek to be 
re-established . No — ^it was thought to be incon- 
sistent to turn those individuals out, who had 
been nominated to the different posts by the late 
authorities ! 

In vain did the wretched sufferers whose estates 
had been confiscated for their loyalty, and were 
»aw in the possession of some upstart renegades, 
petition for a restoration of their property, or some 
kind of indemnification for the losses that had re- 
duced them from independence and affluence, to 
a state of beggary. But no; — ^the property had 
been transferred so often from one to another, 
that it would be unjust to take it from the present 
proprietors ! And as to indemnification, it was 
quite out of the question . 

So, according to the maxim of a late mighty 
Potentate of the north, they were abandoned to 
their unhappy fate, and left to reflect on their fol- 
lies and to starve. 

Report affirms, that once upon a time^ an ho- 
nest Minister, who had not enriched himself in 
the public service, was so reduced in his old age, 
as to be obliged to petition his Sovereign for 
pecuniary aid ; upon which his Majesty cooly 
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tunes; but siuee you were not wise enough to 
take careof yourself, and guard against these dif- 
ficultieSy when I gave you the power to do so, you 
must e'en abide by the c(msequ€iice,.for I can do 
nothing more for you ! ' ' 

In vain, also, did the magnanimous Counter 
of Java, who had risked her life and ha: property 
in avowing her principles and manifesting her 
attachment to the House of Pimento, sdicit the 
reinstatement . of one of her particular friends ; 
though it is asserted that the Dowager Emptess, 
mother to the reigning Prince, actually implored 
His High Mightiness on her knees, to oblige the 
Countess who had risked so much for them^ by 
doing this one act of justice to a faithful subject, 
who had abandoned all his property and fine 
prospects in life, rather than remain in the service 
under the usurped authority of the invaders'; what- 
ever honors he might retain, or whatever, personal 
advantages might accrue therefrom • But no^t 
did not suit the politics ol the day ! 

Injustice, liowever, to the Empress Dowager, 
. it should be made known to distant realms, that 
she so thoroughly disapproves of the barbarous 
system adopted by the new governilient, that she 
never, follows the Court excepting upon isome ex- 
traordinary: occasion; but lives retired and res- 
pected; among a chosen few, beloved by a nation 
that is i sui9iciently enlightened to vahie her vir- 
tues, and to hcM in alAorr^ce the base politics 
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of a Monarch who, in de&Boace of neason and Jus- 
tice^ retains in his service, and invests mth audio- 
rity, the upsiart iiunk>i» of an Ugnrper, to tbe 
exclusion of faitbfiil friends and adherents, and 
ike native nobility of the land he governs. 

The noble generosity displayed by the Coun- 
tess, as well as the active loyalty of the individual 
for whom she interested herself, certainly merited 
a more gratifying return. The Countess had 
been attached to the Court from her youth ; and 
so great was her affection for the Royal Reftigees, 
that when the dethroned Monarch started for the 
coast from whence he was to embark for England, 
she followed in her carriage, takiiig an iinmense 
sum of money with her, which she handed over 
to her Sovereign ^e^re he took his departure ; 
anxiously fearing that he might not be prepaml 
with a sufHoiency to keep up his dignity in a fo- 
reign land, or that he might be inconvaiienced 
for the want of ready cash for indispenfflble pur- 
poses, with so large a family. 

Notwithstanding these calls ypon the gratitude 
of the mgning Monarch, she was as cruelly n^- 
lected as the rest of his friends and followers. 
Nor was the money, if report speak true, ever 
returned. . She is as rich, however, in principal 
as in principle, and therdfore heeds it not. But 
her fine spirit disdains to breathe in a Court so 
ccntaminated ; and has left it in disgust, to spend 
the rest of her days and a princely Ibrtmie in ^a 
land where, it is devonlly to be hoped, loyalty 
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and pi^riotisw wi\\ aWftys^ tone^l: s^ lietter reijiriH-d. 
: Tq (he hmior 6(f ^ BritaiE aq^ tfa^* Biitisi^ Gpyeriw 
meiil^ the IpUoi^iilg ac^ of gratefql gien^^ty is 
repoffded^ and < is iW<»Fthy ^of . beii^^ fa^d iq>, as an 
exanqile to other natiwa wd i^ucGeediqgc«(ges.rT- 
OuF second Charles, wh^ Plosely pursued ^y the 
enemy, quitted Worcester, and i^p^ire^ tp Qq^- 
cobel, a solitary house on the borders of Stafford- 
shire, inhabited by a farmer named Penderell. 
To this man^s care was Charles committed by the 
advice of the faithful Earl of Derby ; and though 
death was menaced against all who harboured the 
King, and a considerable reward offered to any 
one who should betray him, this honest man pre- 
served the most unshaken fidelity. He imparted 
the secret to his brothers and their brother-in-law 
Yates ; all equally honorable with himself. Hav- 
ing furnished the King with a garb resembling 
their own, and put an axe into his hand, they 
accompanied him into a neighbouring wood, and 
began clearing away the luxuriant branches. — 
That day proving very wet, Yates^s wife brought 
a blanket to cover him, and a dish of milk and 
eggs for his refreshment. At night, returning to 
Richard PenderelPs house, his mother joyfiilly 
received him, and treated him with an (ndinary 
country supper ; which being ended, the King, 
with Richard his guide, resolved on a journey to 
Wales, in order to gain the coast and embark for 
France ; which, after many miraculous escapes and 
strange adventures, they accomplished in safety. 
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" But he extends his claws P^ "JVo matter^^^ 
repeated he. " Does he wag his taiW* " He 
does^^^ said the by-standers. '^ Then the Lord 
have mercy upon me P^ ejaculated the man ; 
and the lion, with a.horrible grin, closed his jaws 
and crushed him in an instant. 

Equally fatal, and equally ferocious are the 
acts of crafty upstarts. When elevated to any 
post of authority, they seldom &il to spread tor- 
rents of misery over mankind ; and too often 
imbitter the happiness of their more deserving, 
though less fortunate fellow^reatures. The bit- 
lb^ drat^bte ybu are domiKd to receive from their 
hands vn^nst be swallowed ; titoA doike after dose is 
most copiously administered . At length the pa- 
ti^nt becomes nauseated ; and nature exhausted, 
i^nks under the increasing affliction. Yc^, it 
would be tte^ustifiable to spurn the destructive 
^ticx^, or to remonstrate with the compoundei* 
of them. Should that be attempted, the death 
blow would be given at once, and — ^^you would 
fall never to rise again.^^ 

¥ov men of birth, education, and merit, when 
placed in such a situation, to escape the pei^cu- 
tions of these bold pr^umers, whose indolence in 
office is piroVerbial, is no easy matter ; for the 
greater their mpenority in talents and birth, the 
more jealous envy they create. Where ^Mrtone 
places men of mean capacity in an official gftua- 
tion, it is much to be lamented that the higher 
powers do not check their arrogance^ and teach 
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them to modulate their tone a little. Without 
eurfo, these self-important foeingB, having no dis- 
eriminati(»i*, and thinking' to support a conse- 
^[Ueiioe foy oppressilqg all ivho may chance to be 
in their power, are sure to domineer with double 
lyrawny tover those who were bom for nobler pur- 
poses thali to be subserViettt to their will ; because 
they ^Borantiy suppose ikalt they establish their 
own gresitness, by ^exerdsing eveh an authority 
^ey hare te right to assume; and seeking to 
Im^esi the merits i>f those, who though placed, 
ftmsk ttnrto^iird^eTeiits, in less psrapitbus circum- 
stftifces^kticr^ better than thetasetres; 
' ift the person of Squire SJMring-up, we behold 
ank txf' these pcMpous gentlemen ; who did not 
faii to thitik himself of vast importance to the 
state, as sdoti m he was raised from a toilsome and 
scd>ordiiiale etoi^oy , to fill an easy and lucrative 
situation in a public office. Bowing and scrap- 
ing, and pretending to every thing, when on the 
road to prondotidn, he met with wonderftil success. 
In fine, through the interest of a distinguished 
Foreigner to whom accideiit had introduced him, 
he made his way from the eastern part of the me- 
frOpoHs to the vicinity of Whitehall ; and was 
soon enabled to live in a style 'i^itable with his 
change of circumstances, and to enjoy ccMEnf(»ts 
unknown to his forefathers. 

No sooner was he thus placed above his former 
occupations, and established in his new situation, 
than he began to strut with an important air, and 
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to assume an authoritative tone, that roused the 
indignation of the gentlemen around him, and 
disgusted every one who had to encounter his 
official lyranny. He seemed not only to forget 
the hasty strides that bore him fortuitously from 
east to west, and the persons to ^om he owed 
the happy transition, but completely to forget 
himself, at least his former self ; for he was now 
an Esquire of high degree, and assumed a conse- 
quence quite equal to his rank in office. Such 
insufferable assurance cads for animadversion, 
and ought to be exposed, as a warning to others. 
If individuals of such a cast will insult their supe- 
riors, oppress all within their power, and brave 
reproof, they ought to be stigmatized for the be. 
nefit of mankind ; and to be brought before a 
public tribunal to be punished for the injustice 
and barbarity they have practised towards their 
more deserving fellow-creatures ! 

The foUowii^ anecdote may serve as a speci- 
men of the unconscionable audacity of one of these 
self-important individuals, who seems to have 
conducted himself with the same degree of arro- 
gance, both in and out of office : — 

The friends of a late worthy and able Statesman 
calling on this gentleman^ s father with courteous 
condescension, to solicit the favor of a vote that 
could not have been too prematurely resigned to 
the worthy Candidate for whcnn they were can- 
vassing ; not meeting with the sire at home, the 
son, always on the alert to make himself conspi- 
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cuous, hastened to the committee, and with woful 
countenance expressed his concern for '' the sad 
disappointment his father's absence from town 
must have occasioned them/' as he carelessly 
threw himself into an arm chair ; adding — '^ he 
had also to r^ret that he could not insure them 
the interest they had been so earnestly soliciting 
in the morning, but that they might rely upon 
his exerting' all his influence with his father, in 
support of the honorable gentleman they had pro- 
posed, the moment he returned.'' 

The consequential air with which this elaborate 
speech was delivered, excited the utmost con- 
tempt ; and the Nephew of the worthy Candidate 
and patron of the Spring-ups being present, his 
proffered services were instantly rejected. In 
short, the Oratw was given to understand that 
his exerticMis were by no means necessary, and 
that they would now be dispensed with ; without 
any material detriment to the cause he so con- 
descendingly intended to espouse. 

This, however, proved but a slight rebuff to 
such consummate presumption. A being so in- 
sensible to the nice feelings of delicacy, and so 
unacquainted with the common rules of propriety, 
it was conjectured, did not feel the force of the 
satirical reply bestowed oa his bold oration ; for 
it was reported that he retired with unblushing 
effirontery, seemingly transported with his elo- 
quence and imaginary importance. 

Such is the extraordinary assurance of plebeian 
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ccnsequence elated with fortuner'a. favoro. The 
man who was thus boldly presuHung en* his actual 
opulence, was enjoying all his oooa£arta through 
the medium of the honorable Candidate ; and yet 
so lost was he to all sense of gratitude and de- 
corum, that he betrayed his silly vanity, even in 
the midst or d>e re^i^J of h^ geo«<»8 
Patron. ^^ But some people know no mor« how 
to appreciate a &yor, than others do how to re- 
quite, or to bestow one.*^ 
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NUMBER Xn 



ON SELF-SUinCIENCT 



1 loYe my country, from my soul, 

And grieve when knayes or fools control. 



WHETHER blockheftd» or knams art ia^ 
vested with power, or elevated to a ntuatioH above 
ibeie tiatural sphere, ihey are alike injurioufr to 
the well-being of soeiely. The world abomidB 
with sad ex^onples of the evils arising from it, 
and yet, such characters are frequently tak^n by 
the hand, and prosper ; to the exch]si<»i of wor- 
thier members. Strangos to the noble qualities 
that pre-^ennneiitly mark the man of saase and 
sensit»lity ; and bewildered with their good for- 
tune, they Ud defiance to justice and deedruin, 
and indiscriminately exercise the mal-pr^u^ces 
that self-suffidetey dictate, without the least re- 
gard to propriety,^^ delicacy, or feehiltg. 

Without consulting their superiors, tbey too 
oflfen decide ou the merits of a case, and coadeei 
from them such things as> do not' inmiedialjely 
tend to their own intereM ; or frxMn which they 
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can acquire no pei'sonal renonin! How dis- 
tressing to behold the miseries that such men in- 
flict on their bretjuren. 

The wantcMi acts of cruelty they commit chi 
those who are obliged sometimes to submit to 
oppressions which they cannot resist, may justly 
be compared to the barbarity of Marius, " who, 
from a common soldier, being raised up to a Con- 
sul, not only gave the word for civil bloodshed, 
but was himself the sign for the execution. 
Every man he met in the streets, to whom he did 
not stretch out his right hand, was to be sacri- 
ficed . ^ * And thus many a worthy fellow-creature 
was iirought to a mis^ble and untimely end. 
> Whenisudi men are suffered to go cm with im- 
pumtyi, thcise who are quiet spectators of their 
iiijasdte and oppression, may be said to have 
sdme-shace in their guilt : and it then becomes 
the concern of private individuals, who have any 
regard for the wel£ire of the commxmity, to hold 
dieih up as objects unworthy of public support. 
Shall I see my iri^id injured, and not avaige his 
eausd?— or* iniquitous piroceedings against my 
ndghbonr,' and not endeavour to put a stop to 
thein? The consid^raticm that one human bdng 
ought to have for anodier, and the social ties 
of nature forbid it. A glaring instance of the 
grievaiice . complained of, may be traced in the 
following narrative ; and may serve as a caution 
to die inexpierienced and too ci?edulous : — 

Philanthropus, a gentleman of talent and ge- 
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nius, was ever active in exercising his abilities for 
the general good. Yet was he '«ieyer known to 
contrive instruments of destruction to >slaiigiiter 
even foes. His humanity wient not so 'far as to 
free a multitude of brave men, in one moment, 
from the miseries of war ; but various faavie been 
his exertions for the preservation of huimn lives, 
and the alleviation of human calamities. But, 
alas ! the man of genius has little chance, with 
the man of war : this^ by stratagem, earriesievery 
thing before him ; that, by candour, loses aH; M 
fine, the bold usurper of another^s inventions gets 
often rewarded for his machinations ; whilst- the 
c^n-hevted promulgator of a p^Alic goi^d; ib 
not only soDOietim^s left to starveVii{^i\\Ms\ing^ 
nuity, but is robbed even of his merit. 

Among odier humane contrivances, Philan- 
thropus, once upon a time, not a hundred years 
ago, brought forward a plan for the preservation 
of lives and property, God permitting,. iroixiihe 
destructive elements of wind and water. > His 
suggestions were receivied with well feigned rap* 
ture ; minutely investigated, and approved of. He 
was highly complimented on his in^nuity ; and 
'' at all events,^' said the grtot man, who deigned 
for once to hcmor him with an interview, '' should 
you not meei with. a reward to l^ie full extent 
of your expectations, you may certainly conr 
sider yourself entitled to a liberal compen- 
sation for the trouble and eocpense you must 
necessarily have incurred.^ ^ 
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Philmtbropui certidiily did considec himself 
entitled to ct eompenaatioD, and a liberal one too, 
for tibte anxiety and many sleepless nights his in- 
genuity had cost him ; independent of his ex. 
pensesy and the utility of the invention, both in 
r^[ard to His Majesty's Navy, and the lives of 
His subjects. 

Deceived by the oflicial duplicity of a crafty 
underling, he incautiously entered into an expla- 
nation of his plan, and retired, elate with joy at 
his prospect qf success; but what was his suiprise 
and disappointment, whai, after a lapse of a few 
days, he was iitfermed by letter, ^' that his plan 
was to hefeund in some old drqfis^ and that 
the utility of it was now gomg to beprpved.^^ 

What, thought Philanthropus, a thing which 
you have allowed to be of such national import- 
ance,! only going to be tried, upon my suggesting 
it anew ! Aware, however, that it was not for 
him to make comments of such a nature, to so 
great a man, he wisely omfined himself to home 
afiairs ; and merely petitic»ed to be indenmified 
for the expenses he had voluntarily entaml .into, 
with a view to save a nation's property^ as well 
as the U/oes of hiBj^low-'Creatures. 

^^ What ? RemunenUe a man for an in^ 
venUMm that has been hnownto- the office for 
three hundred years V. exclaimed theof^ciiJ 
bariiaw, with whom he had to communicate, 
*^ can you suppose we are ffoing to throw away 
the public money in that way ?'' 
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^> Since the merit of the invention is withheld 
Scorn me,^' said Pbilanihropus, '^ all hopes of re- 
ward, for what I considered so new and useful a 
contrivance, are blasted. at once. Giving up every 
claiiii tben^ on that scores I have merely to ask the 
reimbiirseinent of my expenses : and I trust, sir, 
yoi;^ If ill do me the favor, in consequence of my 
esi^treme disappointment, the pains I have taken 
to perfect the contrivance, and the exertions I 
have mAde in the cause of humanity and the pre* 
servaljon of national property ; to state to the 
beadQiOfyouroffice .the expenses in which I am 
involved, by coming up to town for the express 
purpose of laying before them, a plan of such 
national importance ; expenses which I can ill 
fiffprd to sustain, and consequently *^ 

^' And pray why was I not consulted before 
you^.toc^ such decisive steps ?^^ interrupted the 
blustering bero. '^ You had no authority from 
me^ ^ir, to proceed in the way you have done, so 
/can do nothing for you. Had you explained 
the thing to me in writing, it might have answend 
your purpose just as well.'^ 

Yes, thought Philantbropus, and your own too 
perhaps, for like—* but comparisons are odious 
— the thoughts of Philanthropus, therefore, shall 
be passed over in silence ; and the reader, if he 
please, may liken them unto a blazing comet — a 
sky^rocketT-oT any thii^ else, that may strike 
his imagination. 

With certain characters, expostulation is vain. 



78 

In the present instance, it was not practicabl 
for the self-sufficient presumer, without waiting 
a reply, turned upon his heel, and thus dismissed 
the individual whose ingenuity he had before ad- 
mitted " deserved so well of his country y^^ 
without even the acknowledgment of thanks. 

That many staunch friends to the country and 
to the state, by such means, become dispirited, 
sink under a weight of disappointments, and are 
rendered useless members of the community, is 
too certain. Beings of a superior cast, conscious 
of possessing virtues and abilities, of which the 
plebeian gentry, on whom wealth and honors are 
frequently bestowed, have no notion ; cannot but 
feel indignant and mortified, on finding their 
talents turned by them to useless drugs. When 
a whole nation is compromised, and reproached 
for its disregard to justice, by the consummate 
arrogance of these underlings in office, who at 
once decide, without referring to their chiefs ; the 
public money may then, indeed, be said to be 
" thrown away^^^ on those who prove themselves 
unworthy of the patronage so liberally bestowed 
<m them; though they may retain it, in pitiful 
sums, from the more deserving, i by refusing the 
tributary mite due to patriotic exertions. 

While they are enjoying every luxury the 
country affords them, these economical croakers 
in office, begrudge the very crumbs that fall 
from their master's table, to the man rf merit. 
Such calculators, usurping the power of their 
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Lc»*ds and JMbaters, too often check a spirit of 
heroism and nationality ; and deprive the country 
of advantages it might reap from the exercise of 
genius and deedd of valour. 

That the imaginary consequence of these sdf- 
sufficient gentlemen may he humbled, and that 
the.poyf er they assume may be curbed, are events 
to which the pjiblic, in the present state of affairs, 
are confidently looking forward. And here the 
following anecdc^ may serve to shew that they 
are not looking^ in vain : — 

It is related of H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence, 
(and the report is worthy of being recorded in 
letters of gold) that shortly after bis appointment 
as Lord High Admiral, His Royal Highness, ad- 
dressing himself to the two Secretaries of the 
Admiralty, said, that he begged they 

WOULD CONSIDER THEMSELVES IN FUTURE TO 
BE MERELY WHAT THEIR DESIGNATION IM- 
PORTED — Secretaries ; that is, persons 

APPOINTED TO carry ON THE CORRESPjOND- 
ENCE, AND EXECUTE TB^ ORDERS OP TH£ 
BOARD : AfSO THAT I^T FUTURE, THEY WOULD 
qONSJDBH THAT IT WAS NO PART OF THEIR 
BDSINESS, EITABR TO INTEKFERE WITH TH'^ 

i^isiAjiQjmvN'f^ o^ T^i^, {^^irio;c:,.y>R jfjn^n 

THE PROMOTION OF 0¥F\O^M^ \\' HoW ^PPO|iJ 

How just ! How wise ! A princely example 
worthy of heing followed by the head of every 
department, and one that should be recorded in 
the annals of state, and handed down to posterity, 
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for the imitaticHfi of future generations. When 
Princes, and the ancient nobility, are called npon 
to take an active part in the management of state 
affairs, what may we not expect? — Men, brought 
up from their infimcy with high notions of honor, 
justice, and principle ; must be the best qualified 
to practise the nobler virtues of the soul. Ac- 
customed from their infancy to make themselvefir 
popular, they are humane, indulgait, and c(mde«- 
scending in their mamiers ; and betray no symp- 
toms of that ostentation so peculiar to inferior 
mortals. In short, their conduct is regulated by 
a wise and diligent education, and they bind men 
to them by their afiability. From a lore of 
knowledge, they encourage literature and the 
liberal arts and sciences, and bring the talents of 
individuals into action. And they keep in awe 
those consequential gentlemen, who are so apt to 
presume on the privileges that are sometimes 
granted by injudicious masters. 

Men who aspire to consequence, merely from 
the situation they hold, would do well to reflect on 
the saying of IBpaminondas, who, upon his ap. 
pointment to a public post beneath his rank, 
observed that — ^^ No office could give diffmty 
to hhn who held it; but thatj he who held U 
might give dignity to atny office. 
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NUMBER Xin 



ON THE VICISSITUDES OF FORTUNE. 



Thus families, like realms, with equal fate, 
Are sunk by careless Ministers of State. 



HUMANICUS, a gentleman of noble descent, 
was bom in afflu^ice, bred in splendor, and for 
many years lived in opulence. His natural ge- 
nius was cultivated by an excellent education ; 
his manners were gentle and unassuming; and 
had received a polish among the first classes of 
society, both at home and abroad. In short, his 
».pj<; qtnOificdoD. fitted him f« the imf^ 
Btatioa he filled in life ; and his obUging civiUties 
gained him the good-will and commendation of 
all who knew him. But, alas ! his active zeal in 
the service of government, created a mean jea- 
lousy in the breast of an assuming upstart ; who, 
by representations as false as they were malicious, 
base, and uncharitable, at length succeeded, with 
a higher authority, in doing him an irreparable 
injury, and blasting all his fair prospects. As a 
subtle reptile he darted his venom, and gave the 
deadly wound e're the unsuspecting victim was 
aware. Protected by the shield of office, he ad- 

M 



vanced and gave the blow, and it proved a fatal 
one. Thus, do theiie overbearing and malignant 
beings often oist a gloom over a brave man's life, 
and consign many a vslttabte member of society 
te wretohedn^s w4 obscurity. 

In private society, where the laws of good 
order preside with impartial sway, every indi- 
vidual, tree from that power which protects offi- 
cial arrogance, may do himself justice, and check 
the malevolau^e that these dbdelded heroes practise 
with impunity ; but as art and cowardice usually 
gb htiid iti htnd, tfiey are generally too circum- 
apeH to ky themselves 6pea to the chastisement 
of tfaosle lli^y can wound, without any fear of cor* 
rectjdii. 

Wifii Ik s6etal disposition, Humanicus possessed 
& heaft ovef flowing with the milk of human kind- 
ness>. But, he was one of 1ho86 happy mortals^, 
#hd ehjdyed the present, witfiout considering the 
ftrtute. Noble, generous^ and syi!ifipathetie, he 
lived more fbf his fiiends and fellow-mah, thaii 
for himself. *• Chtrnty begins at home^^^ was 
an adage that neter blaekened the page of hfe 
joui^al. The (xnission, whispered comfort to 
his soul ! Biit it shielded him not fh^n the keeti 
censure of an ungratefhl multitode, when n chimge 
of circumstlmees checked his tronted bounty. 
His obligations to the world were few,<-''-*ti)e world 
to him owed many. In prosperity he saw, or 
thought he saw, himself surrounded hy fritndi. 
bi adversity, he ibund he had none. StiH the 
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iMUMe hftmsffolijsme^ the mme chwity, Ae ernne 
Jbflipiltiity, fl9ivred thTMsti ^weim ; jmd^c'Mfe 
iieiM<L4i«i€, he was reeehr^ todda^gmii imtddU 
WW. »Nor qMM lie eqjoy the oovlbits lOdT^life to 
)hi$ proipsnwe .4ttj«, fW^thout «w4(iiig ^tgr^mae 
bifpy jmymxd him^ «id dhaiMg 4iis ^MperiiikieB 
fwtith liJ8 noedir bnethven^ in whatever way they 
jiu^ht requwi tibfim. A^fasdkes of 4he ^rish- 
aMe ihwrest^ (that a wiae eoaMos^ ndg^ tmv^ 
amaseed, for the fleasn <f mft on earth, Aie 
traated 4hat, ^^ he :was(la]Mg up for hknadf irea-r 
aures mi Hetami \^^ hAmbi ;thffi aublunairy motlA 
^md€MthmtUifAeriU9hail^,dU$ohed. Pur- 
«uaiit to4ihe fureceptp df loio* Savimir, he .ckifted 
<!lhe .naked, fbd Ae h«D^,and K^iaked th^ h^id 
(were tick ««d m ptmrni. fc (^nei; ihe*^ad vthat 
jcwuwaaiottate fr alfagiar <th€i imnvmaf niaakitid, 
,i«4uMi (tramfivKediity a;^pafthyr,49iiia.oi^u>lH(eaat, 
^mlhor^a iiaoe. Xo Jidaitiiiialer econfsit tp .hia 
<filHow^realW6es, in .4r«epy «IMidB *Qf Ufe, was hia 
joopatanA paaedaee. He fiicmdy itiight faavie «iu 
.qlwflaed ^wilfa ^ob, ^^ IdtUvertd the poor that 
jomdy nmd the fathetiei^^ Ml»d him ith«i had 
inane tQ help him, 0»d I amaed the widoM^s 
Mart fto fsfmg ^aoi^ft j^gf. M was e^es to the 
Wnd, md feet wa$ l4o ihe iame, I was a 
fin^^tr to the pern", <md the €ame which I 
Jmew mty Iiseareked^mt^^r^The etranger did 
*^ hdgeiniheiStreet ; i^ I.opemedmy doors 
4o the iranietter/^ For thiia he reliensed the ne- 
oes^tiea of ^ane^ shared the griefe of another, cmd 
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freely entertained a third. The poor received 
his aJmSy the rich partook of his hospitality^ 
and the mffartunate were cheered with his can- 
solatian. To turn from die sight of distress, 
having the power to relieve, was an omissicMi, that 
the most slanderous among the censorious could 
not lay to his charge ; for his heart expanded 
with Christian benevolence,^ and he never gave 
his pity to objects of commiseration, without the 
succour their sufferings required. 

That sensibility, which can melt into tears 
when listening to a pathetic tale, and can behold, 
without attempting to alleviate them,, the more 
affecting miseries of unhappy mortals, ^^ is a 
feeling ^^^ says the moralist, '^ that does little 
honor to the person who possesses it; but 
where compassion touches the heart, and real 
benevolence becomes the spring of action; 
then it is, and then only, that it may be pro^ 
nounced a Christian mrtueJ^ Such was the 
sensibility of Humanicus : — and the official situa- 
tion he filled, together witb bis private means, 
fiimished him with daily opportunities of exer- 
cising his Christian virtues. Now a letter of 
credit from a friend — ^then a complaint of perse- 
cution from a stranger<^-iand nes^t s^ tale of w^ 
from some afflicted i^drtal '^rsving his notice. — r 
All were in their tum> attended to, as their necei^ 
sities required. But, alas ! in anf^evil hour, this 
worthy man, not having suffered sufficiently by 
the fortune of war, was doomed to encounter fresh 
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faaitbhips, under a Government he had served 
with diligence, zeaf, and abiUty for many years ; 
and was deprived, at <»ice, of exerdliing those 
noUe qualities, that not only rendered him oon- 
apicuous in society, as well as amiable to all 
classes of men ; but reflected honor on the de- 
partment to which he was attached. In fine, 
past services were buried in oblivion, and the 
provision that was made for the son of a Noble- 
man, as a reward for the fidelity with which he 
had sarved the country for upwards of fcnrty years, 
was in one luckless moment snatched firom him, 
aod handed over to a sta*anger. But this was one 
of those extraordinary events that will happen, 
now and then, in the best regulated States ; and, 
is a reflection on the individuals then at the head 
of aiffiun, rather than on a Government proverbial 
for its generosity. 

In consequence of a severe, though not very 
tedious illness, a gentleman was appointed '' to 
take upon him the duties of the office during 
his indisposition,^' and however incredible it 
•may appear, the person thus appointed, was from 
that moment fixed in die situation ; without a 
foult beii^ attached, ot a single reproof given 
to the invalid. 

Justice, however, is due unto all men. To the 
inflicter of evils, as well as to the inflicted. A 
report had been industriously circulated, that the 
sufierer could not long escape the grim tyrant^s 
grasp. Application was made for the post still 
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oeci^ed byihe ff^mem wli0 had JbdU itibmtny 
yewi, witbeqjwl homr tolttinsetf, aod aatiMaoliaii 
te his patiioBB and the fuUic ; and though Ae 
JMfity ^plkMil was not eucoaBsM, a sucommt 
"was in .conaequeiice tieiiuii^tedi-^-whoi, as stated 
jJbore^ ^^'ws^itoitakeiupcm him the duties c^fiffioe, 
Amng the mdifpoiiiion of the Inralid/^ To 
<odil w questioii the ^reasoiiablettesB of «i]ch .an 
.arrai^eBiettt, would be labaiivd ; but when Ahe 
pemm thus «i0imii»led ma» qs«nnitted, by ^Ae 
higher ']poin^ers, fto remain in ^quiet poBseaBicn, to 
the ippejudice of ;the Indi^fidual, ^liio, <m im re- 
covery, in Tain sought .to be rnnstiuled ; then, 
iiHleed, it must be pronounoad a most egMgions 
and uiQtistifiable exercise <of power ; and censure 
'domot but fall on the Minister who fiermitted it. 
Whetby the interloper came£x>m YcndcwLi^ei^ 
pool for support, it matters not ; he nought liot to 
hiwve been sufiered to retain the prorisiaa, which 
Aeing purhroed from his neighbour, reduced the 
ilattar >afanoBt to a «tate of .stonraiiQin, wdnle itfae 
iformer ifeasted at his expense. 

E¥ery circmnstance, Humanicus, on 'his >re- 
covery, fully represented to these ^iio coiihl, and 
•ought in justice, to hajs^e redressed his grievances. 
Still, year after year rolled on in fruitless exspec- 
tation and * anxiety . Time «fter time tfie unhappy 
victim WBB assured that his case wsas under icoii- 
sideration. But, alas ! he was doomed to a re- 
trogade motion, from ^ moment he reverted to 
the ittjin*t«8 he^had sustained. 



Ht wr#fe U> Afe i»iv»Bfer«*-4*e€ieYved no ftmwer ; 
petkiwied the nent gre a * iiii»««*^ petuhmt Se- 
ereMt^, ^vi4iose p^eykb durp^tkon Htde inclined 
kin 1o pay attencifon to 8 Matefvient replete y^h 
hBffd»hiip» Md injnstiee. MiefrepreseHt&tions had 
created n sClPofig' prejudice agakisl the suflR^rer; 
and he had' hot one iKenWt, -who possessed the 
virtue to espouse his cause, among the many 
who saw and condemned the iniquity that was 
practised on him. This friend to justice and 
humanity, as often as he approached the mighty 
man in power, was as frequently repulsed with 
hard unkindness, and unfeeling petulance ; so 
Aat the injured individual was obliged at last to 
yield to his unhappy fate, and to retire from the 
world for ever, on a scanty pittance, scarcely suf- 
ficient to supply the necessaries, much less the 
common comforts of life. For circumstances 
should be taken into consideration, and it should 
be recollected that what would be superfluity to 
one man, would be barely sufficient for the sup- 
port of another. And had not a noble Lord, who 
was aware of his claims and listened to his com- 
plaints ; whose love of justice has been corro- 
borated throi^h life by his upright and impartial 
conduct, succeeded to the head of af&irs, and 
taken his case into consideration, even this pit- 
tance would have been withheld. But these are 
shocks, to which the honest and virtuous are con- 
stantly liable, from indiscriminate negligence, and 
upstarts in power ! Humanicus was sacrificed to 



the malevolence of one of these unfeeling mortals, 
who had ingratiated himself into the favour of a 
high officer of state ; and, by gross misrepresen- 
tations of circumstances, of which he was totally 
ignorant, he succeeded in revenging some private 
pique, unjustly entertained against the sufferer ; 
and thus accomplished the ruin of a worthy man. 
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NUMBER XIV. 



>H»i 



QN HOUNESS. 



Be Still, nor aihddus thoughts bmploj ; 

Distrost f?mbttter8 pr^ent joy : . 

On God for all eTents '(|epend ; 

You cannot want when God's your friend. 

Weigh well your part and do your best; 

Leave to your Maker all the rest. 



" IT is gobd fi>r man to be afflicted/^ says the 
Royal Psaltnist. When he tesurrtuiMled with 
troubles ahd difficulties, they shew him that his 
whole dependence is on God ; and when they are 
considered as chastisements from Heaven, they 
bring him to ti sense of his errors, and engage him 
to a bietter performance of his duties. ^^Befbre 
Twos afflict ed^^^ said Holy David, ^' I went 
astray; hut now have I kept thy word.^^ "/ 
knowy O Lordy that thy judgments are rights 
and that T%ou in faithfulness hast afflicted 



me.^^ 



^ Well would it be for mankind in general, 
would they follow the example of this Penitent, 
and turn to their future advantage the afHictions 

N 
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with which they are oppressed in life, and which 
they frequently bring npon themseWes. Although 
we must not presume to conclude that every cala^ 
mity of life is a token of Divine wrath, as such a 
decision would be as unjust as ungenerous ; still 
it behoves every individual to keep a strict watch 
upon himself ; and in all cases, both of sickness 
and misfortune, to inquire within — Have I de- 
served the one, or have I myself been the cause 
of the other ? If conscience reply in the affirma- 
tive, chide thyself and profit by the correction. 
Be not blindly satisfied, like the Pharisee of old, 
because thou hast been scrupulously attentive to 
some duties, nor boast a long list df pious deeds 
to cover thy transgressions ; but rather imitate 
the Publican, and with sincerity of heart, cry — 
** Gjod be merciful to me a sinner. ^^ 

.^^ There is a dignity in virtue,^ ^ says a great 
Divine, ^'Jbr which all men have a venera- 
tion;^^ and the practice of it, no doubt, contri- 
butes to happiness, both here and hereafter ; '^but 
there is an excellence in godliness that causes 
epen angels to rejoice. ^^ It ennobles the soul, 
ajid makes every great action which it produces 
pre-eminently good. It transforms the mor^ty 
of the Barbarian, and the philosophy of the Hea* 
then, into heavenly virtues. It bring|^ the Chris- 
tian disciple into the habit of conforming his life 
and bis actions according to God^s ordinances ; 
and inspires him with that charity which is the 
soul of religion. 
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Without true devotion, the perfbrmatice of dur 
moral duties, as ChristiaiB, will avldl m nought ; 
and without practising these, hbliness sinka into 
mere ceremony. Remember, then, O Christian,' 
whilst thou art exercising all Ihe virtikes of the 
moralist, thou hast higher duties to perform . The 
discharge of social obligations, howevisr praise^ 
worthy in itself ^ still iis not all'^nifficient : nor is 
the strictest eittenlion to sacred oMigations dhne^ 
oi greater weight. The neglect of eiiher is a 
serioos omissimi in the Christian's calendar*. It 
transforms devotion into liypocrisy*^--good deeds 
into mere pharisaical parade-*^d renders that 
religion incomplete, which would be perfect by 
&e united virtues of holiness andbenevdence; 

Look into thine heart, therefore, and ask if all 
be right; nor be too indulgent to thine errbrs. 
It will be better for thee to judge thyself severely, 
and to become thine own admodisher, than to 
make excuses for thy failings. A scrupulous ex- 
amination of thyself will teach Aee, that though 
thou may have done* one good thing, ttiou hast 
left another undone . That feithfiil monitor which 
€iyery man has within, will tell thee, perhaps^ 
diou hast visited the sick^^— thou hast comforted 
the aifiict^'^but tbou'hast n^lected thkt Being 
who gavd thee the disposition to do it. Omit not, 
then, to inquire of thyself-^Have I be«i grateful 
to my Creator for the benefits I have received at 
His hands, or have I only been sensible of the 
difficulties that have fallen to my lot ? Have 1 
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not trusted morfe to friends and my own exettions, 
than to His idl-poWerful aid ? Have I kept holy 
the sabbaih day ? Have I instructed my fanlily 
in the pure principles of the gospel ? Have I 
laid open to them those sacred pages, and thereby 
fortified their minds against the sophistical rea^ 
sonings of superstitious devotees^ the fietUacious 
argument of wild enthusiasts, diid the ucscrip- 
turat tenets they are too apt to imbibe from &tee 
advisers ? . If thou hast attended to these thingii, 
friend, thou hast l^d- agood foundation for futwe 
happiness, though thy joys may be imbittered for 
a time; Hast thou failed in these duties, quickly 
repair thy n^ligence. Recollect ' ' there is great 
joy in heaven oter a sinner that repenteth.^^ 
It is not the Papist, the Heretic, or the Scfiis- 
matic, whose prqfessions and ceremonies wilt 
save or condemn hita hereafter ; but it is attention 
to the word of God — ^purity of heart and life*r-and 
sincerity of devotion ^ thai Avill secure to the true 
penitent eternal peace in heaven. 

'^ And now^ Israel, hearken to the statutes 
and unto the judgments which I tea^ you^^^ 
saith the Lord, ^^for to do them, that ye may. 
lice, and go in and possess the land which the 
Lord God of your fathers giveth you. Ye 
shall net add t/Niro the word which I com" 
mandyou, neither shall ye diminish ought 



FROM iT.'^ 



What can be plainer ? Why should people be 
puzzlM to know what: is right and what is wrong? 
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The scriptures declare the wh<^e duty of man, and 
it is meet and right that we read and abid^ by 
them. The word ofOod must be the surest guide 
to heaven. It was written for our edificatibn, and 
by Him commanded to be read. Should it then 
bewidiheld, under -false pretences, frdm man, 
woman, or child ? Those Pastors who, to the 
utter ruin, perhaps, of the souls committed to 
tfaeiV chiBurge, presume to forHd the reading of the 
^oly Scriptitoe8,'are probabl/ entailirtg taisery on 
themselves as well as others, »by acting in dirfect 
opposition to the Divine command. The first 
duty of a Christian is to 4tudy the precepts of his 
Redeemer — the second is to follow them up. A 
diligeiit attention 4o the Scriptures, then, is ob- 
vious. : Tliey direct us as well iti bur moral' as 
in our devotional exercises ; and enable us to 
meet ithe calamities with which we are assailed 
in' this life, with becoming fortitude and pious 
resignation* 

Be not discomfited, then, when troubles assail 
thee ; for if thou love €k)d, that is to say, if thou 
hcAA constant conmumion with Him by prayer, 
and put thy whole trust in Him, resign thyself 
with meekness to His will, who at pleasure can 
bring good out (tf evil, and be grateful to Hiita 
for the blessings bestowed on thee. He will not 
fersake' tiiee\in the time of iieed\ But if thou 
neglect HiM'iii prosp^ity, take heed lest He 
n^iect thee in adV^sity. v » \ 

Davidyre^lect, who had sifllied' many noble 
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actions by die commission of crimes that brought 
upon him God's anger and heavy chastisement^ 
appeased the wrath of Heaven by his repentance 
and piety. When Nathan awakened his con- 
science, by a judicious and beautiful parable, in 
the case of Uriah, ^' I have sinned Offoinst the 
Lord^^^ ejaculated David ; and no doubt the 
confession, though expressed in few words, was 
made willi real contrition of heart ; '[for Nathan 
said unto Davids the Lord also hath put away 
thy sin; thou shalt not die.^^ Though he de- 
served death according to the law, in consequence 
of his repentance God mitigated his punishment. 
His great mourning in his affliction, it is sup- 
posed, proceeded more from a deep sense of God's 
displeasure, than from other fears ; for, as a truly 
pei^tent sinner, he went into the temple of the 
Lord, when the offspring of his guilt had paid the 
forfeiture of Ai^ crimes; and there gave thanks 
unto God for his mercy, in having spared his 
own life. 

We find his godliness went not unrewarded ; 
for he had afterwards a son, on whom the Al- 
mighty bestowed such wisdom, honor and wealth, 
as none heicxe or after ever possessed. He was 
appointed to succeed his &tther on the throne. 
^' And David charged Solomon his son, saying, 
heep the charge of the Lord thy God, to 
walk in His ways, to heep His statutes and 
His commandments, that thou mayest pros^ 
per in all that thou doest, and whithersoefoer 
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thou turnest thyself; that the Lord may 
continue his word which he spake concerning 



me.^^ 



Here, then, we see a fine example of resigna- 
tion to Divine appointments, and a true spirit of 
devotion — ^not from nooessity, but from a sense of 
duty, and a feeling of gratefulness. It is on the 
bed of afiliction, that we are sometimes taught 
the best lessons ; and since a portion of good and 
ill fortune is the lot of man, and advantages fre- 
quently spring out of calamities ; it is very wrong 
to utter a complaint against Providence for tlie 
one, or to be insensible to His bounty, while en- 
jo3dng the other. But human nature is frail! 
and we are as apt to forget the source whence all 
our blessings flow ; as we are to reproach our 
best Benefactor, for denying that, which in His 
better judgment He may think proper to with^ 
hold fit)m us. David murmured not — ^his sor- 
row was turned into joy : he relented— and his 
sins were forgiven him. 

Hast thou transgressed then ? art thou afflicted ? 
^' go and do thou likewise. ^^ Bear in remem- 
brance, that the Scriptures were written for our 
edification ; and that we should read, mark^ learn, 
and inwardly digest than. 
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NUMBER XV. 



tttit 



ON GOIKS JVIKIIIBIITS, 



When Providence, for secret ends, 
Corroding cares, or sharp affliction sends, 
We must conclude it best, it should be so, 
And not desponding, nor impatient grow. 



WHEN tlie proud oppressor, becomes op- 
pressed, or the maleydient m^n is borne down 
with afflictiona ; we are too apt to conclude, that 
the hand of Providi^nce holds the rod of justice 
over him, and mfliets the ptmishment. In charity, 
hdwever, to our brethren, we sbduld be tardy in 
our c(Midemnations. It is presumption in us to 
$ay, a judgment fells upon a man for some act 
that we ourselves condemn in him ; thougfav too 
genarally V one ascribes an evil to this, another to 
' that, ac^ordii^ to the light in which he views it. 

For example, with respect to llie death of 
Henry the Fourth, of France, it is asserted that 
*' one said he was killed iac his licentious wnours ; 
another attributed his untimely end to the cir- 
cumstance of his changing his religion ; but our 
mighty M onai'ch James, who had a natural an- 
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tipathy to swords and pistols, was of opinion that 
he was certainly killed for permitting duels in his 
kingdom." 

In the history of Edward the Confessor, it is 
also recorded, that ^^ Godwin, Earl of Kent/' 
whose estates were swallowed np by the en- 
croachments of the sea, and now form those dan- 
gerous banks, known by the name of the Godwin 
sands, ^^ in order to clear himself from the im- 
putation of haying been concerned in the im- 
prisonment and consequent death of Prince Alfred, 
wished J when he was pardoned by Edward for 
the troubles he had occasioned, that he might 
never swallow a bit more bread if he had been 
concerned in that diabolical deed . Though the 
King forgave him, Heaven,^^ adds the historian^ 
"seemed to avenge the cause of innocence ; for he 
was immediately visited by the awful judgment 
he called down upon himself, being choked^' as 
some say, " by the next morsel he attempted to 
eat," or, as others assert, " being seized by a fit of 
apoplexy, as he sat at table with the King, on 
Easter Sunday, he fell from his seat while en- 
deavouring to clear himself from the aspersion ; 
and being stricken with death, died the Thursday 
following." 

The Almighty, notwithstanding, is slow to 
punish. -. How grateful, then, should those of- 
fenders be, to whom God extends his mercy for a 
time. When they, in their turn, experience the 

evils to which " flesh is heir to," it might be 

o 
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W(g}) for diem to loc^ upon their afflictions as 
t6]|iperal cha^tlsemente for the injufitice, die op» 
pression, or the inhumanity they may have prac- 
ti$e^ m their fdlow-creatures. Such reflections 
wouJd^ ip all probability, remind them of an 
hsfeaift^r, make them dread the future vengeance 
of m oflkndeid God, and induce them, by a timely 
rfpeiitaaee, to tiiru from their mai-practices, and 
avfrt the Alwghty^a wrath. 

I^an i^t perhups, too apt to attribute that to 
ctiiK|€0, which seems to be wisely ordered by that 
<Win)f«imt Bdng, from whom no secrete m 
lp|(]4^n. Th« ipdividual, whose miseries proceed 
from the <¥pr49m>u of bis foUow^mon, er from 
Qtber untoward or inevitable cmises^ is much to 
b^ eoixaiiiserated; bnU ^^ judgments are pre- 
pared Jbr seorners^^^ says the wisest of mai, 
*^ (md Mripe^Jbr the back qfjbols.^^ 

That there are general, national, and individual 
jud^pnents, and that we are visited by these judg^ 
IQ^^Qts in tfal9 wofid, is confirmed by many ipci» 
dents that fall unda!* our own observation, however 
charity may be incUaed to impute th^n to natural 
causes. J)o we not frequently see the bias^ 
phemer smittm at the very instant he is calUng 
down Divine vengeance on his head ?— the mur«- 
derer tortured from the mwaent he has committed 
the guilty deed ?-r<and the cruel perpetrator of 
inhuman acts punished with immediate inflictions 
from Heaven ? Numberless are the instances &at 
might be brought forward in support of an 
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<4>iGttc»i not osiy fotnded oii hoiy writy but 
strei^diened by facts fiedln^ unlder oMr (Mr im^ 
me&al6 knowkdge. On tbe £aifl of nan^ a jodgl' 
merit ^as prcnooacdd 4» the whole Imifaati.nm. 
Ilk kNter di^ys /ai judgnhenf vrces inflaitett 6tt die 
J^W9 for their mockctry and eoilteimpt of the cru^ 
cified. Satidte oif dMridnd . • Tbey teotaini sttU m 
foree^ ' • i-/ r ^•'^.•: •: ^ 

Inditidy»a]}yy we ^nd !He»d ttie tyr«bt tod 
Biurdereiw-Siiul^tlK gvcixt persecMtot of iiie (Skarie^ 
tifin»<^Ajbat»a8 land' SdpphiriB^ !&eiL &c. laU nnifiCT^. 
iiig^ noi ftmof natural cauae^Vbut irala iGod^s j^i^dg^i 
mentor Infiktjid itt Ibd tiilie wh^i Hioir ofBnidm 
werd edmntttted, and oh the ! v^y . 8pot« ' • Neitb^ 
are exaitiples raie in !the phreasnt: a^w Tht M^ 
lowing is mie indtaiidcl peraliaBly strikingi t ; 

A g^entkfilatt of lar^e fortiiiid^; wcH HnofwiB 
among die bnUwhiiting and eock^giitiiig gentry^ 
^Mxmraged finwH hit iiife^nej^ to indtrTge in diese inu 
hnicna sports ; becMne maMeir of his o\tnaefftoifii, 
a large ^stste^. ilisd imtneme property aH «d eart^ 
period o£ Uki Kfe^ before fae had ju^mient tb 
negalate hm cmilacty.ot diacraticm tK^ check faitf 
piiast€ii». HaJving ttesi meate a» #clF as the in- f 
clination, of gratifying the most yididii» propmr 
sk&oBy be gaVe( li^ay ta thfc lowest and niost 
degradmg vices ^ A» ai party of hi9 ab^nddaed 
com|HnkMasy Was one darf engaged at hss ViHa, a 
few miles frbni town^ enl » carousing party ; thit 
the Imlf hotir whidi precdded die jioyM summons 
to a sumptuous dinner,, should Hot hsa^ heavily 
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on their hands, he proposed for their amusemetit, 
a royal battle, as he termed it, between a famous 
dmaghill and a fiaiYorite game cock. ^^ Bravo,^' 
ejaculated erne, ^' we shall have some glorious 
sport'^ cried another ; in sbort, they all seconded 
the moticHi, and the animals were accordingly 
ordered into the drawing room for their diversion. 
After fighting a considerable time, the favorite, 
with the loss of both his eyes, and his l^s no 
longer able to support him, sunk in ccxivulsive 
agonies <»i the carpet, while the dunghill crowed 
a glorious victory. The inhuman wretch, pro- 
voked to madness at the failure of his &vorite, 
with all the rage of brutal ferocity, snatched up 
the defencdew animal, and in his fit of frenzy 
thrust the poor creature which had won him so 
many battles, alive, into the blazing fire. While 
in the very act of holding him between the bars, 
this disgraceful member of the human species 
was seized with violent spasms, and was carried 
off to bed ; where, after suffering the most excru- 
dating "pangs for two day&— he expired, to the 
horror of those around him, uttering the most 
piercing shrieks and groans, and yet scarcely 
deserving pity. 

Although we cannot decide, still the vengeance 
of the Deity seems strikingly conspicuous in the 
fate of this monster of cruelty. In the severity of 
his death pangs, it is to be devoutly hoped, that, 
e^re his soul left its earthly mansion, he in some 
measure atoned for his savage barbarity, by a 
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hearty contrition . For though the blood is chilled 
with horror, and the tear of pity fcH* his sufferings 
is restrained while reflecting on his cruelty ; still, 
the charitable feelings of a Christian ought not to 
be paralyzed, where the agcmizing pangs of a 
fellow-creature call for commiseration. 



t > 
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NUMBER XVL 



ON PASSION. 



^^ 'Tis God.like magQanlmity to keep, 
When most proYok'd, our reason calm and clear 
And execute her will, from a strong sense 
Of what is right, without the vulgar aid 
Of heat and passion, which, tho' honest, bear us 
Often too far." 



WHERE passion predominates over virtue and 
good sense, it may reasonably be considered as a 
kind of mental derangement for the time being. 
During its paroxisms, the fine feelings of sensi- 
bility are destroyed ; — ^the nobler faculties are all 
in disorder ;— the whole nervous system is de- 
nuQged. A momentary revenge starts upon the 
imagination — ^the outrage is conmiitted — and the 
injury done during this frenzy of the mind is 
often irreparable. Yet, how frequently do we 
hear a passionate temper extolled, and considered 
as worthy of admiration. '^ Oh ! I like a pas- 
sionate man,'' says one, ^^for he tells you his 
mind at once ; and though he may sometimes be 
a little more violent t|^an is consistent, still it's 
soon over. There's Tyrannicus, for example, the 
*— * natured creature in the world — .wouldn't hurt 
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a worm in \m cooler laoments — ^though he ran 
his brother-officer through . the body the other 
day, for differing in opinion with him. But he 
thought no m<H^ about it, when the dispute was 
over, UK>ugh the provocation was, no doubt, great, 
at the time. And there's Barbarossa, dear fasci* 
uating creature, half killed her favorite pug-4<^ 
last week, for jumping on her lap whai she was 
full dressed for a party. To be sure it was very 
provoking. It naturally put her in a great pas«- 
sion, for he had been out in the street, and was 
all over dirt I'-^up she started, and gave the poor 
thing such a kick down a whole flight of stairs, 
that his leg and two of his ribs were brdken in the 
fall ! But she didnH mean to hurt him^ and was 
vertf sorry X^^ ^^ when her passion was werV^ 

So these hasty people may be guilty of the 
greatest * inhumanity'-^they may insult, cruelly 
entreat, and ev^ deprive you of life, with impu- 
nity ; because they act from the effects of a sud- 
den impulse, and execute with despatch ? 

'^ Hqw much preferable, after all,^^ says ano« 
tber, '^ is a passionate to a sullen revengeful dis- 
position. I bate a man that will say, cooly and 
deliberately, the m^ chitting things, and yet 
pri^tend he is not angry wilJi you/^ Granted:— 
a pa^stouate temper may be preferable to a mali-* 
ciouS) suUen dispositi(M», But must a rational 
being be passionate, became he is not sullen ? 
A^d as to reoenffe, PASjiojy, while it tyrannizes 
in the hnman iH^nst, is full of it. It takes people 
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off. their guard. In that state you behold them 
without dissimulation — ^nature breaks out — gives 
utterance to harsh expressions — declares unwor- 
thy sentiments— commits the most inhuman and 
barbarous acts— and leads, sometimes, to most 
serious evils. The following anecdote related in 
history, will add weight, perhaps, to an opinion 
founded on more recent events : — 

" Prince Henry, youngest son to William the 
Conqueror, while on a visit to the King of France, 
vrinning a considerable sum of money of Lewis, 
the King^s eldest son, at chess ; Lewis, irritated 
to a degree of madness, fell into a violent passion, 
upbraided him with being the son of a bastard, 
and threw ftie chess-men in his face. Henry, 
provoked, snatched up the chess-board, stt^ck 
Lewis a violent blow with it, and had killed him,^^ 
adds the historian, "if his brother Robert had not 
interposed . And this quarrel laid the foundation 
of a war between England and France.'^ 

In domestic life, the most extravagant follies 
are sometinies committed, and the most ludicrous 
scenes exposed to view. One of these hasty gen- 
tlemen, who had accumulated a sufficiency in the 
ham and bacon trade to retire from business, and 
to live upon all' the delicacies of the seasons, could 
not endure, lie pretended, the smell of his shop 
to follow him to his retreat. Consequently, he 
one day took up a fine dish of greens firom the 
table, and dashed them, with fiiry, through the 
sash into the garden, because they had been, un- 
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fortunately, boiled with the pork. To complete 
the frolic, his wife, not being possessed of the 
mildest temper in the world, immediately caught 
up the dish before her, and, with an air of offend* 
ed pride, flung it, with, equal hastiness, afiber the 
other; observing to her husband,— ^^ Pork and 
greens should go. together^ my dear, for one is not 
good for much without the other ! '^ 

Thus.does passion get the better of some peo- 
ple's better judgment ! Vengeance is ^^ecuted 
upon every thing that comes ia the way ! Even 
a favorite animal: cannot escape the fury of the 
moment ! I^ould the faithful guardian of your 
property lay himself quietly down at your feet, or 
wag his tail with expressive silence, in token of 
his. attachmait, a kick or a blow, bestowed with 
the most brutal ferocity, is sure to be his recooL- 
pewe; aod tbm his pi<e«» cries, ia,.<.d ..f 
reaching the heart of savage man, are correciwi 
with increased anger. And if the poor unoffend^ 
ing brute escape without a broken rib or an ago- 
nizing bruise, ?tis well, and more the effect of 
chance, than the merciful treatment he has met 
with. 

" Don't hurt him ! — ^pray douH kill him V^ — 
ejaculated Clementina, as she rushed forward to 
rescue the fidthful Neptune from the uplifted arm 
of passion and.momentary revenge. '' ^flfcct fin* 
a moment Qm the excruciating pain of such a blow 
as.yoa are about to inflict on that poor dog's back, 
with such a weapon ! — for pity's sake moderate 
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ybwi* 'anger, and correct with reason. The vksm 
who readers the life' of any living ertotur^ mise- 
rable for iever', idun worthjr of beiiig' classed among 
tbenobtest'of God^s creation !^^ Surprised ai^d 
disaftned by this^suddaa appeal 'to the tender 
][]08siobs, th&4elirium of anger abated-i-^^iengeaiitoe 
sunk* into iBac(3oi>-^^aiid the affectionate animal 
ventured to ci^oiich at his lAastet's feet with every 
tdseu of submis^ioh and sorrow^ for an offence of 
irhicb be bad not been guilty^ ! We}),' thoii^ht 
CDleiAentinayas'^he reviewed the actions of the 
da^V^^^^ she retired to rest, if I have done no 
oth^ good,' I ^tn at l^t happy in h^ng rescued 
one poiEn» ^wntnal frdm torture, and the nnsery of 
limfdcig^ pierbaps^ with' a fractured bcoie^ to the 
ehd'of hi» life. And if niy comj^assion ^ould 
have had the g6od effect of restoring a fellow 
creature to his reason, and bringing him to a con- 
victipn of his error, this little act of charity will 
hfeive terminated ^rndst happily. 

PasiNon, considered ih its full extent, is an 
aiemy to virtue and^ to mankind. It was nefvier 
known to suggest a good action, but has been 
guilty of the most diabolical crimes and atroci- 
ties; It' is forbidden by religion^ as transgressing 
against soci^ drder^— as violating. th^ laws of hu- 
manity; in fine, it tyrannizes over every sober 
KAtiLit, and ^bbl., the m«. wh. '«.ffei» 
himself to b^ overcome by its influaiee. 

The grating, iU-ri^tured expr6sfe»i<Nis made use: 
of in <he moihents of passidn^ are generally uttered" 
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by the voice of truth . The angry man, unguard- 
edly, speaks what . he t)iipks at .the time, and 
what, perhaps, he has often thought in his cooler 
moments; though, when,. he reflects upon the 
bitter things he has said, he would fain make you 
believe it was ^n^l'bis-inteirtion to hurt you. 
Choler, however, aim& its dart so pointedly, tliat 
it seldpm fails to. :WQH^4 severely t^?^ o|>j.ect,of its 
ire. The venqm wth v(bi(!hv»uch.iivuriQs are 
inflicted ' j^ /difiipult . to extract 'i^-^^the ' < mii^hief 
once dene eati niever be ^edurttlly ffenadvied'; — the 
anguish may be JuUad-for a^tune^r^but it smarts 
afresh upon the slightest pressure. 

* Passion, then, is admirable ohly when loppo- 
sed to sullehness;' beeause the one' bursts' f(»rth 
in a fit rf uncontrouled' fireilzy, and would cease 
to tage withi a moment's reflection; while the 
other brdods ovet* an injury^ and premeditates 
horrors^ that become the more criminal from being 
nui^sed in the bosom of cool deliberation. 

The effect, however, is still the same, though 
diflfereirt methods^ are pursued. ''The 'one des- 
patches in a moment-^^Mlie Olher takes deliberate 
feiim. Both* destroy, or ' iftflict in irrepiarable in- 
jmy. The only excuse toi b^ admitted for Hie 
maHcious offender, is i:he infirmitv of human na- 
tiffe:-^for the passionate n^ain what can be said, 
but that' his intellects are suddenly impaired frbin 
some physical cause for whiteli we cannot ialwaiys 
account ? 
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NUMBER XVII. 



And therefore wert Uioii bred to mtiioiis knowledge. 
And wisdom emrlj pbmted ia th j soul. 
That thorn mghtf st know to rale ^ Ebtj passions, 
To bind their rage, and stay their headlong coarse. 



■ft 



WHAT a noble example of fcnrbearaiiGe did 
the Great Founder of our Religioa give to the 
Christian woiid, when He dwelt amoi^pst ns ia 
His human nature. Among the many virtues 
that signalized the character of the Saviour c^ 
mankind, forbearance dione most conspicuously. 
When His disciples attempted to avenge the in- 
isultB Ifaat were offered Him, He checked their 
warmth of tempar, and instilled into their mind, 
both by pnecept and example, the loveliness of a 
gentle, meek, and merciful disposition. Though 
sudden impulses of passi<m do occasicmally arise 
in almost every human breast ; still, when they 
are checked by the nobler qualities of the mind 
and heart, they cease to inspire those pitiful 
/sentiments of outrage and revenge, which are 
too frequently indulged ia by individuals who 
neither listen to the voice of reason, nor regard 
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the laws of liattire. The first emotions of the 
angry passions, anre not in themselves to be ^con- 
demned ; they dre nattiral to mankind. It ds 
only wfaeti these Amotions are i^ifeted to rage 
with violence, and actuate us to 'the cMomissioQ 
of unworthy deeds, that they become oenaorable. 
For wanhth'df temper, it is well known, is some- 
times a constitutifxial infitmity iiiherent from oinr 
birth; sdinetimes ]»'Owiiig>to<a susceptibility pe« 
culiartafeelingntinds; dnd sometimes arisesfroifa 
the whole nervdus system being irritated hy «mi6* 
foitunie. From whatever iCause it may proceed, 
it should nbt be stififered to domineer over the 
sober senses. Wh«i the fiity of the moment is 
repelled by the softer -sensations of humaaity and 
decorum-^when it ceases to become subservient 
to hasty feelings of revenge, and «inks into that 
Christian forbetoance so emphatically *recom- 
mended by om* Saviour to his disci{jles— ^it is 
then that a passionate man may be estolled for 
his ^pra^mintoee over his fellow»man. That 
reason and religion may get the better of rash 
propensities, however name may encmirage the 
notion that a natural hdistiness cannot be con- 
quered, we have many proo&. An admirable 
instance of forbearance in a lady of high ibirth, 
whose mind was as t^uperior as her rank in so- 
ciety; may not be ccmsidered as unaptly intro- 
duced, to elucidate a subject of su^h importance 
toindividuals who suffer 'themselves to be hurried 
into acts of violence of the most mischievous ten- 
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dency, without an attempt to check their >petiilance . 

• In her iitfancy , this rdistinguashed female was 
80 exceedingly . passionate, that her tutor was 
every now;«nd then compelled to read Jber a lec- 
ture- on the ' impropriety of her conduct when 
irritated:. and angry. Having one day, not only 
donated from the rules of good breeding, but 
A^^raded her^ dignity by correcting one of her 
attendants with unjustifiable warmth^ it was 
deemed expedient that her pastor should be sent 
to expostulate rwith her on the subject. 

*^ It gives me much pain, madam,*' said the 
pious ' preceptor, addressing her with solemnity, 
^< that you have so little [Hrofited by the devotional 
duties, which^ as your pastor, I imposed on you as 
a holy obligation, and recommended to your 
serious consideration/' 

*v You are mistaken, my good firiend,/ have 
prdfited by them,^' answered the fair penitent, 
with modest dignity. ^^ Impossible, madam,'' 
ejaculated the good old priest, ^^ if you imd fol- 
lowed my precepts, you would have cheeked 
your passion, nor have suffered it to getithe better 
of your senses thus. Recollect that it is only by 
possessing a command over ourselves, that we 
can obtain a command over others." 

" Yott wrong me exceedingly, sir," returned 
the blushing culprit, feeling the full force of bis 
argument, ^^ for if I had not called to mind your 
good, and pious lessons, I should have committed 
a more unpardonable outrage." 
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What a noMe example of ChYistian forbeavatce 
was this. IiY a paroxism of > rag«, this illiiBtrious 
individual mi;^ have been gUihy of a deed that 
would have renfdered her miserable for the rest of 
her days. She would have sinned ' against that 
Ged who says^ '' yengeance is m^infe, and' Twill 
repay it;'^ and have brought indelible disgraee 
upon her memory ^ had not her impetnoBily* given 
way to her better judgment. The trne prinoipdes 
of rebgita in which she had been educafled-*-*-4mil 
thai sense of propriety with which, from her in^ 
fansy\ ^ sbe^ had* been impressed^ subdued her 
vioknce^- dhecked the hasty emotions^ that > had 
avisen,* and enabled her to obtaiii a canimaUd over 
herdelfi. WheA tteh .feelings of resentment * are 
thus piift^to ffight, what a virtuewfiibrbedraiice'i--^ 
whait a g'16rious conquest ^ may it' be. ttomed^ 
Bi]A,>-t<M-^>«^^^A^ to judganfent;'' exclaim «th6 ad^ 
mirers^of ' a^ hasty * dlspositicm, Jdefyany one to 
^evcisi^ hidjudgmi^ntwheillie^fi^in a pateion;?^ 
^ ^ And aiS||o religion and educatk«^^' says^ldKiiher^ 
^/^ they have iiothing to do with it^ and can havi^ but 
litfk idflbence over the mind; when a 'man 19 
provdeed Uy madness,* and the whcde nervdUs 
system is in diabrdeft*, and rebds^ in^a' maniieiv 
against the senste.V Botitheseare ddusive argu^ 
maEKls**^fatal reasoning- for thie encouT^erixept'iaC 
theaegrjcpassidiiSi! Weakisrthatljud^misntiwliioU 
giiires . wa;)^ ' ioi * petiilanc^ « and < reishnc^ . i Vain> i^ 
Ifaat reiigioniwfaich nditherGLckuates theKmidHet; 
nor checks' th&thrbnfentei of man; n. m\ 7^1 ^ 
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Hdstopy furnislies u» with maiiy instances of 
extraordinary forbearance under great provoca- 
tions ! None, perhaps^ more apposite to the 
purpose than the story that i& related of Prince 
Henry — afterwards Henry the V. Striking the 
Lord Chief Justice on the Bench, for opposing 
him in his attempt to take away by force, one of 
his companions) who was arraigned for felony .>~ 
^^The Judge/^ says the historian, ^'satundltunted, 
and seemingly unmoved by any personal resenb* 
ment, and boldly addressed the Prince in these 
words i—rSir, remember who and what you are; 
the seat which I now possess^ is: not mine, but 
your Father^ 8, to whom, and whose laws, you 
owe a double obedience. If Ms Majesty^ s^ 
laws be thus violated by you, who wUl obey 
you, whenyouare Sovereign ? And therejbre^ 
for tiiis ojffence, I do in your Father^ s name 
comamt you prisoner to the Kihg^s Bench ; 
there to remain till His^ Mq^esiy^s pleasure 
be further hnowfi.^^ 

The Royal' culprit, now equally collected, 
stood mute ; and feeling the full force of iiiis dig^ 
ni&ed reproof, laid aside his weapons, and paying 
obeisance to the Cburti, rendeired himself a pri- 
s€Q6ir; What magnanimous forbearance in. the 
Jhidge:! What self^-possessiion in the Prinee ! 
Both, ptrobably, feeling very, forcibly the indigintty 
offered by. Ae othtr^^^^iand each* wavrinig agmnst 
tkdar MDtune by stifling their oeKixtmeitft; ' audi 
acting from a sense of duty and decortia. » 
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NUMBER XVIII. 
ON STORT-TEZXIN6. 



Our friend, Mat Prior, told, you know, 
A tale extremely fupropos. 
Name a town life, and, in a trice, 
He had a story of two mice. 
Once on a time, so runs the fable, 
A country moose right hospitable 
Received a town mouse at his board, 
Just as a farmer might a lord. 



AS notliing, perhaps, tends more to the general 
amusement of society than a well-told story, sea-- 
sonably introduced, it is extraordinary, now that 
educati^ is come to such a pitch of refinement, 
that it should not be made the study of youth to 
acquire that, ease and gracefulness of expression, 
in the relation of events, which throws a lustre on 
every subject. Few attain that freedom and ele- 
gance of speech so essential ; and many are apt to 
err, by repeating in one company what they may 
have heard very opportunely related in another, 
regardless of time, place, or circumstance; and 
without considering whether it be likely to meet 

with the same applause in a different circle. A 

Q 
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9tor) thud introduced, cannot £ul to pnnre bodi 
ledioos and uniDtcrestii^. 

Thus 1 1 fell out the other day with young Squire 
Talkative, who heard the following anecdote 
rdated the day before, by a companion ct the 
chase, on his return from flie sports of the fidd ; 
which he repeated at a whist table the next 
evening, while his partno' was anxiously inquiring 
how many honors he had ; and, no doubt, to the 
great annoyanoe of tiie rest of the party. 

'^A countryman, from the interior of Nw- 
mandy," as the story goes^ ^' had been invited 
to dine with his Sdgnewr; and among the many 
good things of diis life, a woodcock was served 
up, which he relished exceedingly, and made 
particular inquiry as to the manner of cooking it. 
ScHue time after, my Lord w^it to dine with his 
country friend, who gave him a hearty welcome 
and an excellent dimier. Various soups and fri- 
easBecs having made their appearance, at length 
in came a delicate little pig, of which n^gst of die 
compmiy partook, dedarii^ it was the most ddi- 
eious morsel they had ever tasted ; when, lo! and 
behold, {Nresently in came die servant, bearii^ an 
immense toast, covered with die et'Ceteras of the 
litUe animal they wcsre feasting on !'^ et ceteras 
that must be left to the ims^nation of the readar, 
lest his delicacy lEdiould be offended at the bare 
mention of diem, as nobody ever before or after 
ventured to introduce a dish so garnished ; the 
pig havii^, to the great astonishment and disgust 
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of the gue^, been dressed after the fedbton <^a 
woodcoek! ^^They looked at eaek other with 
Hxnder and coB&sioiir^Hfiat knowing ham ta ac- 
couat fer the intpoduetioiv of so sti?ai^ a disb« 
Some, fw a Hic«ient, thought it was a joke ; whkb, 
by the way, they were 1^ no MeaBS laeMned .to 
relish ; whilst others imagined it might be a »ie* 
thod of dresshag a pig pecoliair t& that pairt af the 
country ; till they observed, by the eoiMteBance 
of their hospitable landliH^, that he was soioewbat 
disconcerted himself at the circHmstanct, wtieh 
be plainly saw appeared a sttfange one to hiaeom^ 
pany. The mcnnent of surprise being over, a 
kind and hoaest eclaircissemeit from their weUU 
meaning host, with ^ aid of a kttle excellent 
cordial to keep down the delicacy upon which 
they had lavished so many encomiums, but which 
now they found some diffieulty in digestii:^ ; soon 
reconcited therr stomachs, \fnot to the toast, to 
the remainder of the good cheer, which was most 
abundantly supplied/^ 

It will naturally be eoneluded that this stwy, 
opportundy told the preceding day, might pro- 
duce a momenteury display of mirth, and lead to 
social converse ; but in the presait instance &e 
effect was enfeindy lest, both by an ilMimed reel- 
tal and tfie lack of allusi^i. 

The disgust that was evinced by the party who 
had partaken of the pig, when they came to the 
knowledge of the manner in which it had been 
dressed, could hardly fail to create a revolution in 
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the stomachs of those who had, but a few minates 
befinre, declared it to be the greatest dainty cm the 
table. ScHue pec^le, however, not so remarkable 
either for their taste or their delicacy, can turn 
into ridicule what others know to be more than a 
jest. Such was the temper of some, among the 
hunting party, where the fcHr^oing story was so 
seasonably related by their entertainer. 

You see the force of imaginaticm, gentlemen, 
said one of them, by what our firiend has just re- 
lated. For my part, I have met with many in the 
course of my life, who would have been equally 
disconcerted at the idea of having eaten any thing 
against which they conceived an antipathy, though 
no cause should have arisen to discompose their 
digestive powers. One gentleman, in particular, 
with whom I am acquainted, pretends to have so 
great an aversion against barley, that he can^t sup 
a little mutton broth thickened with that whole- 
some ingredient, unless it be strained ; and then 
his wife is under the necessity of using some in- 
nocent deception before he^ll venture to taste it. 
This same gentleman has also a remarkable anti- 
pathy against peas-pudding, although particularly 
fond of peas-soup. I had the misfortune to be 
present one day when he happened to find a grain 
of barley on his plate, which, by some accident, 
had crept in among the rice that he was eating 
with a delicious curry, a dish of which he was 
particularly fond. This discomposed him not a 
little, I assure you ; and, to complete the horrors 
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of such a calamity, ou the removal of the fish, a 
leg of pork, with its usual attendant, peas-pud- 
ding, made its appearance on table. What a 
disaster ! He now broke forth in a kind of frenzy, 
declaring that such treatment was not to be borne, 
and that he should in future dine out, since only 
such things were provided at home to which, it 
was well known, he had a particular dislike. 
His wife, as well as myself, looked all astonish- 
ment, for he was by no means an ill-tempered 
man ; but the unlucky grain of barley had so de- 
ranged his intellectual faculties, as well as his 
digestive powers, that his stomach, in all probabi- 
lity, would have recoiled at the greatest delicacy 
that could have been offered him. His anger, 
however, was soon appeased by the mild apolo- 
gies of his wife, and the social gaiety of his 
friend ; — ^two or three glasses of good wine set all 
to rights again ; — and he cracked his nuts and his 
bottle in perfect good humour. In the evening 
he relished some of the cold pork too ; nor did he 
attempt, as many would, under similar circum- 
stances, to disguise his appetite ; on the contraiy, 
he confessed he had not made half a dinner, and 
jocosely added — ^he must make up his loss. 

As, in familiar society, one story is generally 
followed up by another, either similar in its na- 
ture or a^propos to some of its leading points ; so 
did the one just related introduce anecdotes of 
various individuals, touched with the same kind 
of mania as the worthy gentleman, who, though 
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he laughed at others, was not himself exempt 
fren the general contagimi. Good-natiired and 
jocxise, howera*, he soon forgot his wife's inad- 
yertaoce and hk own weakness, and seemed to 
relate the following anecdote as a kind of pallia^ 
tive to his own infirmity :--^ 

^^A fiiend of his,'' he said, ^' who had invited 
a large party of his coontry neighboors to dine with 
)nm, being particularly attentive to his guests, 
very courteously inquired ^ if any one present had 
ike least objection to dbeese, before he suffered it 
to be brought forward ?' Upon which a coxcomi- 
eal young Squire at table declared, without hesi- 
tatii, iJL h^ mention of k alnu^t over- 
powered his olfactory nerves ; much less, then, 
could he endure the smell of it in the room. ' W hat 
a misfortune ! ' exclaimed the Master of the feast, 
^ both for the company and yourself, as it reduces 
us to the necessity of being deprived of your so- 
ciety for a while. John !' continued he, turning 
to the servant, ^shew this gentleman into the 
diuwing room before you bring tfie cheese.^ Then 
addressing himself to the young Squire again,' — 
* We'll not detain you long, sir,' said he, ' only 
just while my friends and I t^ke a bit of Stilton 
to relish our aJe. Pm truly sorry for your unfor- 
tunate antipathy. You'll out-grow it in time ;' 
added he, with a ludicrous glance at his friends, 
as the young man rose to retire." 

Thus we are apt to ridicule and censure in 
others, the very same foibles and absurdities 
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which we ourselves indulge in ; and often, per- 
haps, in a greater degree. The narrator of this 
little anecdote seemed to think it was nothing but 
affectation in the young man alluded to, and that 
he was rightly served ; although he was, at the 
saffiae time, inclined to justify himself, fc^ the 
greater folly of suffering a simple grain of barley 
to spoil his dinner, and to deter him from par- 
taking of a joint which he liked exceedingly, 
merely because it was accompanied by something 
he did not like. 

The sportsman, too, while he was laughing at 
the delicacy of some, and the prejudices of others, 
forgot that he himself actually turned pale at the 
sight of a hmre when it WBS brought to tad>le. But 
more of this anon. 
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NUMBER XIX. 



^0$$i 



ON ANTIPATHIES AND VmLGAB PRE- 
JUDICES. 



In other folks we faults can spj, 
And blame the mote that dims their eye; 
Each little speck and blemish find, 
To oar own stronger errors blind. 



ANTIPATHY and Prejudice seem to be so 
nearly allied, that, personified, they may be 
looked upon as twin brothers. Antipathy brings 
into the world with him all his dreads and aver- 
sions — Prejudice imbibes them with his (Owning 
faculties, from his nurse, his parente, his tutors, 
or his companions. And such is the effect of 
early impressions, that it is difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to eradicate them entirely from the mind. 
With respect to antipathies, were it not generally 
agreed that they proceed from physical causes, 
they would be looked upon as the effect of a dis- 
ordered imagination. And notwithstanding the 
ludicrous remarks that one individual will pass 
upon another ; still, it is well known that they are 
engendered before we can assume the affectation 
of them. So far, then, they are entitled to com- 
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passion ; thougii sometimes they seem rather cal- 
culated to provoke raillery. But prejudices are 
coDten^tible ; — ^they are imbibed by pride and 
ignorance, and are nurtured by weak and unre- 
flecting minds, in defiance of reason, of justice, 
and of common-sense. So far, then, prejudices 
are censurable. Yet, they may sometimes be 
palliated by circumstances, though they caimot 
be approved ; and should rather, perhaps, be at- 
tributed to the weakness of the human mind, than 
to an error of the heart. 

That persons without education, instead of 
drawing conclusions from observation, should 
give into common errors, is by no means extra- 
ordinary; but that well-informed minds should 
be over-ruled, and without expressing a single 
idea of their own, or even givii^ themselves the 
trouble to bestow a single thought on the object 
of their aliedged aversion or admiration, is most 
astonishing. But such is the fact, that, however 
elevated the ideas, however liberal the sentiments 
in other respects, still the indulgence of unworthy 
prepossessions is a weakness which, though uni- 
versally disclaimed and censured, is suffered to 
preponderate in almost every human breast ; and 
extends not only to unimportant objects, but to 
persons, sects, and whole countries. 

^^ I hate prejudices ^^^ exclaims Sir Jonathan 
Blunt, who never travelled fifty miles from his 
own birth-place, " as I hate a Frenchman. ^^ — 
''And J,^^ replies a certain great lady, and a 

R 
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lady of great notoriety too, who would £uii per- 
suade you that she is .aim above the vulgar pre^ 
jwMces of the ^e, '' abhor an EngUgikman ! 
His stupid Mieertfy, as it is called, I can't bear. 
Ik pots me out of all patience with him. He dare 
scarcely say a civil thii^, lest, forsooth, he should 
be called a flatterer ; for which /call himaright 
dmm/lat. For one cannot make him understand 
that <rtfli is Dot^/foMei^. Surely if one is hand- 
some^ witty, and all that^ there is no reason in 
the world that he should withhold a civil expres* 
skm, just to let one know that he's not insensible 
to such bewitcheries, as the more paKshed fb^ 
reigners term them, in our sex. But really, of 
idl the awkward animals that ever fawned upaa 
me, I must cmifess that hcmest John Bull is the 
most insupportable. Has he travelled— -he's an 
ape. If he has never crossed the channel--4ie is 
a right down.ba— — Oh ! worse than a bear, for 
he's a great boar." Then, delighted with her 
sarcasms on Sir Jonathan, though at the expense 
of her countrymen, she warbles over some lively 
French air, breaks out in rhapsodies aa foreign 
manners, and oxicludes, by proclaimii]^ Paris 
le paradis defemmes ; and with more asperity 
than justice, condemns a whole nation for the 
want of that pc^h, which is denied only to a few 
home-spun traders at the east end of our great 
metropolis. 

Sir John and my Lady, unconscious <tf their 
weakness, or unwilling to own that th^ are influ- 
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persuade you that their opinions are perfectly 
ccmsistent, and the result of observation ; whereas 
they are actually prcjudioes, imbibed almost from 
the cradle ; the lady having passed the gpreatest 
part of her life in foirmgn courts-**4he gendAeman, 
in the courts of our great metropolis. Thus the 
one, with mrcastic acrimony, deals out slander, 
aad rails against her native land, fot not prodiic* 
ing the ^^gellafd gay JLotharios^^ o£ southern 
climes; and theoliher, with imperious folly, holds 
in G<mtempt every human being who is not made 
upof JSr&i^^day. 

Fraaee, however, as well as other countries, 
impartiid minds will discover, has given birth to 
men of worth, int^rity, and good sense ; who 
have auDds «upmor to the ridiculous frivolities, 
whieh l^r Jonadian indiscriminately attributes to 
a whcde nalicni. And England, -it will be as 
readily discerned , in si^te of the sarcasms of their 
fecetious countrywoman, is not without her men of 
wit and gallantry, who know how to appreciate 
ike charms of the Brttkh fidr ; and who, though 
formed laf Albion cky, and moulded in their na^ 
tive soil, can still do justice to the female graces 
wherevar they may chance to meet them . If Ihey 
be not quite so lavish erf" their oonmiandationsr, 
upon all occasions, as tins courteous lady would 
have them ; perhaps their forbearance may be 
attributed to a just sense of propriety, that leads 
th^n to spare the blushes of the timid ; and a 
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fine judgment that prevents their lavishing on 
vanity, that which they consider as only due to 
modest merit ! 

In fine, the indulgence of unworthy prepossess- 
ions may be traced firom the cottage to the palace — 
firom the purlieus of an ignorant rabble, to the 
circle of a polished court. In the higher classes, 
it evinces illiberality of sentiment, and disposes 
rational beings to be influenced by party or public 
opinion, while they indolently let their own jfa- 
culties lie dormant. Thus they involve their 
understanding, and leave no room for the exercise 
of their better j udgment . Among the lower order 
it is apt to create a vindictive spirit, and therefore 
ought to be discouraged by their superiors. 

Antipathies are certainly more difficult to sub- 
due ; but persons of very strong intellect, it is well 
known, have occasionally overcome them ; where- 
as persons of weaker minds rest satisfied with the 
impression that they are labouring under a con- 
stitutional infirmity, which neither reason nor 
perseverance can surmount. With this notion, 
aversions strengthen, that sometimes might be, if 
not entirely overcome, at least diminished, by the 
proper exercise of their reasonable faculties. 

It is no uncommim tiling to hear of antipathies 
against dogs, cats, spiders, frogs, mice, &c. which 
some people are apt to attribute, and very justly 
too, sometimes to /tear, and sometimes to afftec-- 
tation; but without doubt, they are diseases 
incident to human nature. Some, however, are 
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c^ so extraordinary a description, that the most 
credulous, who may not have witnessed similar 
instances of human weakness, would, if they 
were related, suppose they were stories invented 
for the mere purpose of amusing, and turning into 
ridicule the follies and affectation of those, who 
are apt to assume and encourage such monstrous 
absurdities. 

However disinclined some may be to give credit 
to the tale, it is a well-known fact, that a certain 
Nobleman in the circle of a neighbouring court, 
who resided a few years back not a hundred 
miles from the Hague, had from his birth such an 
extraordinary antipathy to a thimble^ that, at the 
mere sight of one, a most unaccountable qualm 
came over him, which it was not in his power to 
overcome, till the horrific instrument of industry 
was removed from his sight. 

In short, his lovely and lively daughters, when- 
ever they had a point to carry, or wished for a 
little recreation from their studies and embroidery ; 
had only to pursue the simple stratagem of hold- 
ing up their middle finger, and to threaten, as 
they frequently did with an arch smile, then to sit 
down quiefly to work ! '' Away with ye — away 
with ye — ^ye little saucy baggages, if it must be 
so — any thing but the thimble,'' was usually the 
reply upon these occasions ; and away the little 
ramblers scampered . 

In countries where nobles and plebeians unite 
their fate in one, and hold in contempt " the pomp 
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of heraldry,'^ this extraordinary aversion might 
be attributed to the recoUecticm of a thimble 
being added to the £unily arms, by a seamstress 
ora tailor; as some pe<^le, who can lay no claim 
to the ensigns of great achievements by descent, 
have been known to take for thdr crest the em« 
blem of the trade or employment that they ori- 
ginally followed. 

A pair c^ shears, for instance, is not imfrequently 
the armorial bearings of a tailor ; a black^s head 
the crest of a tobacconist ; and, a gooseys quill 
becomes the scribUer^s pride. But, Batavian 
heraldry descends uncontaminated by plebeian 
quarterings ; consequently no such reason could 
be assigned for the extraordinary aversion h&re 
alluded to. 
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NUMBER XX. 
ON SIXF-CONVICnON. 



If ^ou meBtion vice or bribe, . 

'Tis so put to all the tribe, 

Each cries, that was lev ell'd at me. 



^* THE errors and foibles of which human na- 
ture are gmilty/* says a celebrated moralist, 
*' frequently cause a man to identify himself in 
the form of another. Similarity in events brings 
him acquainted with himself, and he is apt to 
draw a parallel when be meets with a character 
bearing some resemUance to his own.^^ 

^* It requires no great penetration to find out 
who is alluded to&rot^houtthisnarratiye,^' says 
one, ^^ smd it^s plain enough that this is aimed at 
me,^^ says another; '^ the self-sufficient heroes and 
assuming upstarts alluded tD are no strangers to 
i»,^^ cries a third ; " and in short, the whole eon- 
catenation of erents^ iiiroughc^t this drama cannot 
Ml to bring m to a conrktion oC owrtielve*.^' 

When conscience thus becomes ite own accuser, 
let them fi;x the satire who fed tltey deserve it. 
Should Ihe shoe press too hard upon a tender 
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nerve, they have only to blush at their folly and 
to cast it from them for ever ; choosing a less 
dangerous path for the time to come, that they 
may walk on peaceably, without the fear of pain 
and torture. 

But "No," say the incorrigible, "I am not 
the petulant and haughty ruler that I am taken 
for ; but Pm for ever tormented with one or ano- 
ther setting forth a grievance; and as I cannot 
redress them all, the wisest plan is to pay no 
attention to any /" 

" Nor am / the blockhead that I'm represented 
to be,'' exclaims another, " as the splendid pro- 
vision bestowed on me at this moment testifies." 
And again,- — " It is impossible that / can be the 
witless upstart so unmercifully railed at, being 
indebted to my own capabilities alone for the pro- 
tection I have experienced ! And if, as has been 
intimated, I have no brains of my own, I've at 
least had vnt enough to make use of other peo- 
pie's, which has answered my purpose just as 
well. Nor am / the hasty avenger of fancied 
insults — the passionate barbarian, or the unfeeling 
perpetrator of crimes so odious as those 'with 
which I am charged ;" continue a race of mortals 
whose ccHisciences smite them to the quick for 
having acted vnth similar injustice and cruelty. 

Witless cavillers ! whether ye admit, or whether 
ye disclaim the charge, ye do but corroborate the 
evidence against you. The very denial betrays 
your guilt. Aware that you deserve the wound, 
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in t<ifning Mn escape you' betray ymatmltrm * mi 
inthe vej^act tif receding to avoid, receive the 
arrbw that, perhafM, Wad levelled m a diffet«M; 
o^eet. The folloWiiig ociintfircaace Viasy aetrefO 
illustrate the opttmon that=^'* Me ^ho kwti tHm^ 
science ghies evidence aptiiniit Mmselfi^' • 

An itinerant Jeiv^ well known in one-of ^ 
principal eities of the Netherlands, filter MtmAit^ 
ting a moett cfarihg robbery some yeai% i^a.bdta^ 
manly murdered the individnftl fVOM^ WhOtti^he 
had stolen the prop(!rty ; aAd in order td ^tide 
the ^ahd« <tf j^sfMici^V^iiimSAcbafely after be had 
perpetrated thfi^rinte, flew for t^fi^ t<^ tkmii^ 
boori^ig provinee. ^ After an alMefid^^ ten 6r ^ 
dozren yeafti, tiiiM^^g^ib^thit^ wev^ blo^ft dver, 
and tbai the riLifkfr'wtt^ fo#g^)i,^ lie vienkred^ 
i^etctrh to Ale pk^e^ wb<^^ 6^ ha^ eoiMmttt^ 4h^ 
d^eds^^on ; In^i^ngfv wh^ he V^llfik^ wl^l^ 
ttie^btlrt^V if'tlifepekWft WhOhadeSecfttedthe 
h(M4d deed of so long standing, "bad ym hem 
detected > Being ans^^eif^ in tbft ne^five, attid 
perceiving ths^ fhetcJ WM nOI^ eveti ai surmise flo 

• » ^ • • • 

det6r him from proceeding,- be entered the city, 
with \m bag on his shotfHer, drying— old clothed 
•^'--old elothes— <;ot any Old cflothesf to sell ? Bnt, 
alas ! in one of his peregrinsrticHFis, about a mile 
from the town, two or fliiiee days after bis aMt*l, 
he by chabce espi^ sottie dflSc^rS of the poKce ^t tt 
Mttle distance ; and feeling a quabm of coiJseiei!yeie 
come over him, he kept looking back and qnick- 
ening his pace, lest he should be overtaken. The 
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officers, who are generally pretty acute as well as 
active on such occasionsi won perceived that the 
man was endeavouring to avoid them. ^^We 
must keep him in sight/' said they, ^^ all is not 
rij^( th^re ;--*-walk on-^waUic osjH-cr we diall 
lose him.^' Accordingly, they hastened their 
steps— 4hejnan went faster too ; — they began to 
nK&--4he man ran also ;-^ll at length the hue 
and cry of ^^stop thief put an end to the race, 
and the criminal was secured. 

^^ So we have got you at last, have we ?'' said 
Master Gripe. ^^Aye — and who would have 
thought if, a/ier so many years ?^^ returned 
the trembling culprit. ^^ And how did you hnow 
me 9 for there wash nobody there but my shelf 
when I did it; and I went off the very next 
morning^ and should have been abshentfrom 
my country twelve years had I stayed another 
month; — but^ mine Cot! what will they do 
with me now 9^^ ^* Why make a puMic example 
of you, to be sure,'' said they. Upon which the 
man, ccMicluding he was known, made a full 
ccHifession of his guilt. The atrocious act was 
brought home to him by that inward monitor 
from which there is no appeal ; and the self-con- 
victed villain, betray^ by his own ccniscience, 
was brought to trial, and at last suffered the awful 
sentence of the law ; though he had so many years 
defeated the vigilance of justice, by absenting 
himself from the scene of action. 
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Thus do the guilty accuse and ccmdemn Ihem- 
sdves; and thus does the all-powerfiil Avasger of 
human crimes, by placing fliis celestial spark in 
the heart of man, bring to light die hidden deeds 
of daikness. Conscience, ever on the watch, and 
fiiithful to disclose die murderer's guilt, when no 
earthly testimony ccftild reVeal the perpetrator of 
die atrocious act, presents the trembling self-cwh 
demned culprit to the indignant eye. 
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NLMB£R XXI 



.li gi I If ' 



WkU comeieoce dirtaffs to be dooe. 

Or warns me not to do, 
TXti-— taidi me oHire Cbui liell to shan, 

Tlud — aM»re dnn IwaY'D parsiie. 



CONSCIENCE, whm it pdnts oot the good 
or evil of the action premeditated, may be ccxi- 
sidered as the warning vdice of God ; and ongfat 
80 to operate on oar reason and conduct, as to 
resolve us to do that which seemeth right, and to 
leave undone that which we disapprove. But 
man is pnme to evil from his birth ; and, as St. 
Paul saith, '^ the good that he would^ he doeth 
Tiot; but the evU which he would not, that he 
doeth.'' 

Though the dictates of reason be never so 
strcxig to turn him from his purpose, he will 
sometimes assent to the matter in deliberation, 
and in spite of his better judgment, do a thousand 
things that afterwards he would give the world, if 
he had it at his disposal, to have undone. Then 
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itis^Alittt thist faithful raomtor becomes a trouble- 
mlam cGm^mooi . The ill-affcictions that she cau- 
ti&aed yon agamsf; by negketing her counsel, are 
fearned i«to vdiimtary errcflns ; and the sting they 
feate> behind^ can never be eradicated. How 
det rfta r ab le Aat man, die noblest work of the crea- 
thm, should war against his sdnses tiius-— degrade 
Ins natUreHM^oad disdun the bonesft precepts of his 
guaffi^Uah Angd l^^^tis^ strange !-^^tis wond^rous 
strmgie:! " ' • • 

>' Biity while we- eommedt on the conduct of 
etliersr, let u& liet- forget to look into the diary of 
onridil^n Ufe, and set a guard upon our actions. 
We are' too apt <to: place ail to the account of the 
D^vil, and to exieiise ourdetves by saying — ^he 
iiisti^ted> me toi tihis, or urgi^ me on to that. 
Shoidd itUs he Ae language of a rational being, 
maide after the Ukeness of his Great Creator ? 
Ougkt-he notrafher to-maantain his dignity, and 
eiideaiK>ur to resist this declared foe to mankind ? 
He is endued' witb reasonable faculties to see the 
good from ill ; and i^U he only make use of 
them to discorer tfaat he is' going wrong, and not 
exect them to deter him from falling into errors 
wilitibi he would fian persiMtde hhnself he eannof 
aimd ^ Fatal delusion ! that thus misleads the 
image 06 Perfection, against the couTictibn of his 
senses ;> and brings him to the level of a brute, 
^3ai is^ guided only by instinct. 

How reasonably this simple endowment seems 
to operate oit the senses of the latter. Without 
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judgment, without rationality, without being tu- 
tored ; he is grateful to his protector, he is tender 
to his kind, and is seldom spiteful without a cause. 
Instinct seems to teach him, what man is un- 
willing to be taught by reason. Man is too fond 
of his vices to give them up ; and then pretends 
that he cannot, without once making the experi- 
ment. He looks upon them as inseparable from 
his nature, and tamely submits to the delusion. 
Depending, perhaps, on the mercy of his Creator, 
or the mediation of his Redeemer to pacify the 
wrath of Heaven. Vain dependance ! we are 
taught to believe, but upon certain conditions. 
Heedless of those conditions, fruidess will be the 
attempt to substantiate our claims when, at the 
last great and awful day, we must render up an 
aiccount of our deeds before the tribimal of that 
omniscient Judge who is to pronounce our s»l- 
tence. And yet we are so stupid as to disregard 
His timely warnings, though He inspires us with 
a hatred to the very thing we are about to do, or 
an admiration for that which we omit doing. If 
then necessity, or rather our nature, compel us to 
act in direct opposition to what we feel and know 
to be right ; let us at least, when we have violated 
the dictates of cmiscience, set oursdves to work, 
and endeavour to relieve the anguish of the sting. 
Though it may be difficult to cure the wound, the 
torture of it may be abated by palliatives ; and 
the mind may be relieved from the hwrors of the 
threatening evil, if mortals, who are endowed with 
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reason, will but exercise their judgment, afid 
make an effort, at least, to save themselves. But 
for a rational being to say, '^ / am compelled to 
do this^ or restrained from doing thaty by 
some invisible power that has an unconqmr^ 
able ascendency over m€, and His in vain to 
combat against ity^^ is surely the height of folly. 
It is likening himself to a piece €£ machinery, 
that is moved by clock-work. It is abusing th^ 
heavenly gifts with which his Divine Original 
pre-eminently distinguished him from every other 
part of His creation. He vras made altogether 
like unto God ; with intellect to discern , aind will 
to determine ; and on this account was given do- 
minion over every living creature. Shall he in- 
dolently resign these blessings, and say, ^^ I ami 
£)]len, and have no power to raise niyse^f up 
again ?^^ The common actions of a maa's life 
bear evidence against this absurd hypothesis,; 
however he may endeavour to excuse himself, by 
defending it with his tongue. Upon the slightest 
occasions where his worldly interest is cm^c^i^ed^ 
he denies it by his conduct, and determioje^ tipop 
that which appears to him to promise the gres^te^ 
benefijt. ^ince he has the judgment, fhen, to de- 
cide for his present welfw?, it b^hovqs h^^ if^ore 
particularly to attep4 ;to the vh^^permgp^cf fjpflT 

science, wljenever his scruples, |^^^i^^k|^4?W 
them, for.tfaebenefitof his soul hereafter. , ^i^d 

in pases where . ]xifi strf qgtfat if^l^j^h:) I^. \ ^W \ f^rr 
nestly crave th^ ^issi^ta^cp ftf t^?t STf^i?W Bwg 



who gave him those noble faculties which dij^ify 
human nature, and elevate it above the brute 
creation. He will enable him to exercise his 
faculties to the best advantage, and to will and to 
do the deeds of a rational creature ; for Hb has 
provided means for our eternal welfare, and it is 
our duty to invoke that Power who can alone 
make them effectual. The laws of Christianity 
equally forbid a presumptuous confidence in 
God's mercy, without an efibrt to obtain it; as 
they condemn a slothful negligence, whereby His 
protection must be forfeited . For to Him we as- 
cribe all power, and honor, and glory ; as without 
Him no good thing is, nor can be done. 

" This proves, then, that we have no power of 
ourselves,*' says the caviller immediately, '^and 
that we have no will of our own, to tiirect our 
choice of good or evil steps. We are all sinners, 
and must look to God for mercy, through the Ine- 
diation of our Redeemer.'' Pt*esumptu6us man ! 
to appease thy conscience thus, witfaotrt an effott 
towards thine own salvation ! Knowest thoa iiot 
that God hath bestowed upoti thee senses to diisf- 
criminate? and if thou dost not indolently give 
thyself up to Satan and his devices, ^Bb will up- 
hold thee in all thy ways. But renMteber;- if 
thou neglect Him, He will forsake thee. Rouse 
then from fby stupor, aiid exercise tlie faculties 
God hath bestowed upon thee, not only for the 
good of thy body, but fyr the more essential eon^ 
sideration—tl^ Sill vation of tiiy soul 1 
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NUMBER XXII. 



fiHi 



ON FBnrOlOUB ECC1SNT1IICITIE8. 



WHU friendly hand I hold the glass 
To all^ pfomiscuoiBS^ as they pass ; 
Should foUy there her likeness view, 
I fret not that the mirror's true : 
If the fantastic form offend, 
I made it not, but would amend. 



^^^ggm^^^t ^^^^^^ ^^tg ^^JLj^ 



OH ! these Sabbatical Papers ! they tire me to 
death/ ^ exclaimed Frivola, as she yawned over 
the last pa^e of the last number. ^^ One might as 
well read a chapter in the Bible, or one of Blair^s 
Sermons! It^s truly ridiculous, methinks, to 
jumble things together in this way. And yet, 
upon reflection, it may have its good effects too ; 
for those who are not fond of going to church, 
may sometimes learn a good lesson at the theatre ! 
Well — ^better there than nowhere. So these mo* 
ralizing authors may do some good, after all.^^ 

Right, Friyola, they may so ; for those who are 
not inclined to study the sacred volume, or to 
listen to the precepts of their Pastor, may, per^ 
chancey be brought to a sense of their duties, as 
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they wander through the profane pages of romance, 
or the more sublime theory of the moralist. 

In order, however, to gratify the different tastes 
of different readers, and to amuse ihe young and 
thoughtless, as well as the more sedate, the fol- 
lowing little hiftaries, savocing of romapce, are 
introduced. And yet, not only for amusement — 
profit may also be derived from the records of a 
pen, let it be recollected, unccmtaminated with 
fiction. As an introduction to these biographical 
sketches, it may not be amiss to give the outlines 
of Frivola's leading features. She is tinctured 
with eccentricities, and piques herself upon her 
oddities. Those who are not inclined to partake 
of the simple fare prepared fcHr youth, or who do 
not feel a relish for what is placed before them, 
need not, however, retire too hastily with discon- 
tent upon their brow. Variety is at hand, and 
every guest is at liberty to turn aside in search of 
something better suited to his taste ; though the 
provision, it must be confessed, is but plain and 
homely ; still it is wholesome, genuine, and libe- 
rally supplied. Should any of the company fed 
dissatisfied with their dessert, let them recollect 
that it is furnished at their own expense, and c(mi- 
sequently all reproach on that score, must fall 
upon themselves. 

By Ihe will of an affectionate, though imprudent 
parent, Frivola was put in possession of a fortune 
at the early age of eighteen, that enabled her to 
indulge in all her eccentricities without the least 
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oontrol. Ske possessed an extraordinary (flow of 
spirits, and n levity of manners <that-nteded a 
timely cheek ; but being left * to follow her own 
inclinaticn, ^he pursued her silly propensitito 
without lieserve, and indulged in all ihe Gsprieesl 
of a spoiled child . •.. » 

Tired of rural walks, purling streams, and the 
sweet meloidy erf" the feathered cfabristers ; she was 
determined, she said, to visit the metropcdis, as 
soon as she became her own mistress. Accord- 
ingly, she soon took leave of h&r country cousins, 
and journeyed up to town with her Guardian, to 
be put in possession of her property ; and then, 
to use her own Expression, '^ to see a little of life 
without being subject to the control of aige, or the 
rules of formality/^ On her arrival in town, she 
was set down, with visible marks of discontent on 
her countenance^ at the door of her Aunt Agatha ; 
for, had she not paid her the first Visit, no apology 
afterwards could have atoned for so flattering a 
mark of respect being withheld from her vaie- 
rable relative. Luckily, however, her Aunt was 
on the eve of departure from town, to visit an 
ancient maiden, her bosom friend, with whom 
she was going to spend a few quiet months, in so- 
cial ccmverse ; " or I,^^ said her Niece, '' should, 
in all probability, have been cooped lip for a 
mcHith or two, in order to repair a lace cloak, or 
to darn some abominable v^it in a fine miislih 
gown," jobs naturally hoarded up for Nieces, m. 
days of old. ^. 
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After a uight^g repose, Frivola with joy took 
leave <tf her aimt ; put heradf into a haokncy 
coach, and drove to the abode of another famach 
of her fiunily, residing in the neigfabonrfaobd of 
Cavendiah Square. Here she was received with 
open arms by a numerous and charmii^ fionily. 
Her uncle welcomed her with tears. c€ jcrf«-^her 
cousins anticipated a long and cheerful round of 
entertainmeotB in her society, and her aunt was 
no less delighted to infold her in her aims. B»t 
a ridiculous notion of indulging a spirit g£ inde* 
pendence, would not allow her to avail herself of 
dieir flattering td^ens of regard for any con*- 
siderahle time. Her plan was fixed befi)re she 
reached town ; and, in about thiee wedss after 
har arrival, being now entirely disembarrassed 
from tibe authority and scrutinizing eye of a guaiw 
dian, she did not fidil to put it in practice. She 
was a declared Ibe to i^staraint and ceremonious 
etiquette ; and averse to obUgatLona of any.tdnd. 
The consciousness of being an unnecessary ne^ 
cipient of aaother^s hospitality, would have dc*- 
stroyed her comfort, as well as. have prevented 
the free exercise of hsr own. will. She was also 
of opinion that long visits generally become irk* 
scHue, as well to the viiator as to those visited, in 
spite oi the most pressing invitation of the one, 
and the ready acquiescence of the odier. ^^ The 
first week,'^ said she, ^^you are caressed ajid 
most indulgentiy attended to i-^-^he second, you 
are kindly desired to consider yourself quite at 
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Iwile, as they don't mean to make any stran^r 
of you, but to look upon yoa merely as one of 
tte family ;«^^aiid, the thivd, yoa begin to feel 
that you are obtruding npon B&ane domestic eon* 
oem or other; such as a large wash, a periodical 
house cleaning, or some such important aff»r* 
Hifits that serve to remind you it is Ml time to 
take your departure, or to submit tacitly to a 
Tiriety of inconveniences and mortifications re- 
pugnant to an independent spirit — a dilemma^ 
above all others, to be dreaded.*' 

Had Frivola ever been exposed to the vicissi- 
tudes of adverse fortune, it would be no great 
matter of surprise that she should be so averse to 
lay herself open to such vexatious occurrences ; 
but blest with a competency, as she was, that 
rendered it unnecessary for her to seek an asylum 
among her friends from a motive of economy, it 
is but natural to suspect, that the love of liberty 
and the fear of restraint, preponderated above all 
other considerations. For it usually happens that 
those who can best provide for themselves, are at 
all times welcome visit(»rs ; while tiiose to whom 
an hospitable accommodation might prove an 
acquisiticNi, rarely escape the vexations and in- 
direct hints that Frivola, probably, had little 
occasion to dread. Impressed, however, with 
these notions, she quitted her uncle^s house, 
amidst the most flattering tokens of regret and 
esteem ; and was earnestly solicited to become a 
frequent guest, as well as to prolong her visits. 
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Behold her then, in her new abode, remunerating 
her;bo6tess with a r^ular stipend for her board ; 
and the uareserved mistress of her time-*ubject 
to DO restri€(kH[i8 — at liberty to read or to sit idle 
^r-4o join the.&niily, or to withdraw herself from 
Bociely, without giving offence— 4o retire at ten, 
or to sit till twelve ; and, in short, to be free and 
happy, and to ccHitinue at all times a welcome 
visitor, by making herself scarce among her 
friends. 
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NUMBER XXIII 
THE BESUIiT. 



Troth under fiction I impart 

To weed out folly from the heart, 

And shew the paths that lead astray 

The wandering Nymph from wisdom's way. 



» ' . . « « 



FRIVOL A is cheerfiil, good^hunioured, and 
seemingly happy with her ecfeehtrieities'. * Nature 
has bestowed on her a pleasing countenance, with a 
tolerable share of understanding, and an equal por- 
tion of perceptibiUty ; which she makes use of in 
her moments of reflection. But alas! they occur so 
seldom, that she is generally taken for a very weak 
and imprudent woman. Imprudent she certainly 
is, and unguarded to a degree almost beyond cre- 
dibility. Some of her friends have ventured to 
remonstrate with her on the folly of her proceed- 
ings ; and Prudehtia, in particular, Ivho is much 
interested in her welfare, takes every opportunity 
bf iimpressii^ on /her. inind^-the serious evils to 
which her fodish < eccentricities are likely to ^ex^ 
pose her. She listens Iwith' attehticm ; :biit her 
sole ambition is to attract adtice; If she cAa\ but 
call forth attention — ^nb matter to her, whether^ it 
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be for praise or censure. Notwithstanding she 
seems to feel the full fc»rce of Prudentials well- 
meaning arguments, still she always turns them 
off with some ludicrous remark or other ; thu»— 
'^ Though my conduct may appear a little incon- 
sistent, now and then, I know it is trreproach^ 
able. Am I to glide with the stream, merely 
because the world affect to disapproTe my going 
against it? Ncnsense; — ^I'm above the vulgar 
prejudices of the world, and shall never conform 
to the ridiculous etiquette and feshion of die times, 
unless it please my own fancy so to do. Why, 
you would fain make a prude of me, Prudentia ! 
still you joke and kmgfa with old and young, and 
^ trip it on the light fantastic toe^ with evary 
beau in company — ^read novels, and mix in the 
motley gronp at a masquerade ;— -and no one ever 
diinks of nuking any comment. But when / 
move forward, or attonpt to give a zest to conver- 
sati<m, every eye seems fixed, and every ear intent, 
as it were, to censure and oxiteDan my every word 
and every action.'^ 

'^ You, Frivola, thoughtless and careless of the 
world^s opinion, without reserve expose your 
errors ; and by your eccentricities betray a silly 
vanity that must insure the mockery and censure 
€i even indifferent beholders, who will never fail 
to turn your harmliess levity into acts of gciilt.'^ 
EiKNigh,^^ she would good-naturedly reply, 
under such mild tuition I shall certainly amend ; 
•--continue your admonitions, good and sedate 
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]9df; fou raatty ftdcm so loter^Hted for ny r^uto- 
feJiM, that I emxU be angry nor chidie j^ur freeilpm ; 
tfaengsb I fadiere ia fny one but you^ ra&b eand^ 
umild offead my pride and miigMS Ay iiid>giial»ii, 
•^^Yott^U let me read a ocnrel, ii^w md then, to 
dJssifKite the gloom, I hope, that meh re^tlwnt 
aiMtjiliingemeiiito?^' 

^' Indeed, Friy^a, if I lia4 «Dy influiNice ^on 
your literary pursuits, more proiHaUe leading 
fibould supply their plaoe,^^ replied her #iend. 
^^ The romaniic evils with '^hich they burthen 
thefieMefi, Me, m fsy tiqpmion, but little ealcalated 
to correct ^^oulr inconsiStencieB/^ 

^^ Think ye sa my worthy matrwi ?^^ said she 

with an expriessii^e glance. ^ Perhaps I should 

wmi indulge my ireakness aa I do^ if my com^ 

panions were mem rati^natty idisposied ; but really, 

the uensfl topics of the day are so void of interest, 

thai I actually rrtine to amuse myself wilh a good* 

fi(»r.«othiiig novel, radier thaa be doomed to listen 

to the vatfi iCsgoi&mx of some, or the detracting 

ohservatioos of othe». There's Fortuna, raised 

from culinary employ to look doim with soora 

upon wit and genius, alw»}^ taUdjig of her 

ffau>ndsj and her saan^cmtSySXid thb black betdie$ 

diat smnoy her, till one^s tired to death of listening 

to sudai gibberish . She had actually the audadty 

to r&pvave a young fiiend of BUHe the .0(&er day, 

who ran up to her in playfiil extaey, exdainiing 

— »*^* Look Fortixfia, what a pretty beetle I^ve got ! '^ 

^^ BeeUe^ my dear, is that the way you speak ?'' 

u 
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said she with an air of self^Mifiiciency— >^^ a black 
beedle you mean, I suppose !^^ The child, who 
had been better taught, looked at mamma, mamma 
smilM, and taking her little darling by the hand, 
" come,^' said she, *' we'll go and shew it to your 
brother;'' and when she had led her out of the 
room, she immediately explained Fortuna's mis* 
conception of the word, that the child might not 
be puzzled by such tuition. 

^^ Ignorance and conceit generally go hand in 
hand," replied her friend, ^* and it is no uncom- 
knon thing at present, for pune^prmd gentry to 
pretend to correct their better informed neigh- 
bours; and it too frequently happens that they 
triumph in their presumption, by abashing their 
more diffident companions, who they awe into 
silence by their Umd ^xiA flippant speeches." 

" So it seems, for there's FlirtiUa, with her 
gibes and jeers," continued Frivola, " for ever 
displajring her wit, and endeavouring to establish 
her own excellence at the expense of some of the 
company. In spite of all one's gaiety and efforts 
to come in for a little share of notice, she, by 
talking of great men she only knows by name, or 
using some deceit or other, monopolizes the 
attention of every beau in company ; so that with 
three times her abilities, one's looked upon as a 
mere cipher. She is so far clever, to be sure, 
and a wonderful talent it is, that she pretends to 
every thing, without knowing much of any thing ; 
and by a happy knack of touching on different 
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subjects, without dwelUmg on any, she passes, 
with half the world, for a prodigy. If she would 
but allow a little sdiare of merit to others, she 
might be left to exult in her own qualtfi<hi«tons, 
without drawing upon herself ilUnatured di)ser. 
vations. But to see her extolled and admired as 
she rears her lofty head, pretending to every thing, 
and establishing her excellence on the depreda*- 
tions she commits on her better informed neigh- 
bours, is past endurance. For it is oidy by 
stratagem, as one may say, and detraction, that 
she succeeds in making the world believe she is 
a meteor erf* such resplendent lustre, as to extin- 
guish every star that comes withiti her wb. 

'* But after all, Prudentia, and say what you 
will, there's something delightfully interesting in 
the well-dressed accounts we read, of frantic lovers 
and their strange vicissitudes, in novels .-*-The 
incomparable producticms of a Scott, the splendid 
&brications of a Smith, the wild descriptions of a 
Radcliffe, and the extravagant delusions of a 
Gunning, are really so bewitching that I know not 
how to resist them. They actually deceive my 

standing 'till I am bewildared, as 'twere, in a 
labyrinth of enchantment." 

" That's just the mischief of whidi I complain," 
replied her friend . ' ^ Recollect that the inost cele- 
brated novelist of the day, even the great Sir 
Walter Scott, says — ^ the perusal of romances may, 
without injustice, be compared with the use of 
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spiritsH-^baneful when haUtiiGdly and cQDiiairfly 
resorted to, but of mmtbleite^ paw<r iti those 
mtenentB when the whde held ig sore, and Aie 
whole heart sick/ 

<^ At the sMEie time I ctaaMt hut admit the jf»t- 
nesd ^yoiar observatioti, with respec^t toihe omver- 
satiods we ara ofteai doomed to liutm to^ aoad even 
to bear a part hi, izmdh agaiwt our iudinatiod. 
But the kw» ef iKxaefy afid gMd bfieediug oblige 
m to submit occasioDally to sueh ifneonveuieiiMs, 
raiher than to appear uncitil to diese benign with 
mhoiu we must uece^sarily spend a porti<»i of ottr 
time. Dresd aaid religiovn seeioi to^ he the ik^ofite 
topics of the di^^«^4he due too iublime it subject 
to be lightly discussedM^Jtihe other too trifling to* 
ereate any intereirt iu a mind bent upon more ra^ 
UGaal pursuits. It ii not so oflS^ihre^ h«wetrer^ 
as ihe-fatdt you complain of in flirtilk. To de* 
irsLot from ihe good qosiitim of our neighbocu' is 
unpardonable ; particukrly wfa6n art and naturi 
hate oomUned, as in &e case of your friend, to 
bestowia thmsand beauties both of ntind and 
person to rteder her prepossessmg^ and an object 
ofadminpLtion. She ought c^tainly to be satisfied, 
and not endeavour to exalt hemelf by detracting 
from others. It is beneath her dignity^^mean 
and selfish. Endued wi& graces pecnliarry her 
own, which ard multiplied and magnified by 
vanity $ she might allow the humUer pretemiitns 
of othem to pass, without commenting on little de- 
fects that would escape general notice if they were 



ttot poanted ont by bar L«dysiap^8 jesdon envy of 
the last pr^awt bmitomeA upnh her Migbbol]r9/^ 
^' Oh 1 I'm out of att pMiokce wiA het^'^ itP 
tecni|3ted Fri vola, ''^ dfor : one htt no dntaoe Whal* 
erer in her oonifNiiijr ; ^flioogli die has not hada 
T€ry brilfisiKt edaoatik», m>r dtefily varied m file* 
rattire, 4BrtiU^ by dn i^t qdotalioa now and Aeti, 
and & tdertble duoB of coDfidMce, \vMb a flok 
ency of tongue that ^gathen tftmgth by going,' 
she leaves us completely in the back ground, 
while she stands conspicuous, and gains credit for 
a thousand qualities dhe does not possess, merely 
by placing herself in a fayorable point of view. 
I never knew her to dwell upon any solid subject 
for five minutes, because why ? — ^why simply be- 
cause she finds herself unequal to the task. But 
upon such occasions she dexterously starts s(»ne 
new topic to engage attention, which prevents the 
discovery of her actual deficiency. And by these 
artifices she also gains the reputation of being a 
very clever and well-informed woman. PU con- 
vince her, however, that others may sometimes 
come in for a little share of admiration ; — ^there's 
the charming Chevalier de Gascoigne, who she 
vainly supposes gives no attention to any one but 
herself, is c(»istantly tormenting me to become 
the mistress of all his fine estates on the beautiful 
Island of St. Domingo ; and I very believe I shall 
be prevailed on to give up my happy state of in- 
dependence to accompany him thither ; if it be 
only to pique the proud FHrtilla.'' 
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And 8ure enough, without consulting any of 
her friends, or making any inquiry respecting this 
titled Foreigner, she shortly after bestowed upon 
him her hand and her fintune, without making 
any reserve ; and soon found out to her sorrow 
and mortification that she was imposed upon by a 
mere adventurer, who had neither money, title, 
nor estate. Such was the result of Frivola^s ri- 
diculous eccentricities. 
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NUMBER XXIV. 



>«##« 



THOUGHTS ON SOMANGE. 



Eye nature's walks, shoot folly as it flies, 
And catcli tlie manners living as they rise. 



" WHAT a loss of time !** exclaimed Amelia, 
after turning oyer a few pages of a book she care- 
lessly threw upon her work-table. ^^ Poets and 
historians may talk of the golden age and the 
silver age ; but the conuuentatOTs of the present 
day will be more correct, perhaps, in styling 
ours the brazen age ; for never was literature so 
abused, or the fine arte so unblushingly trespassed 
on. We shall soon, methihks, become a nation 
of writers, daubers, players, singers and dancers ; 
all performers aiid no spectators^ I wot. You 
need only, now, as a Princess of Germany has 
observed, be able to <elato the harp, thump the 
piano, and retzch £ in alt; provided you have a 
good share of more than modest aissurietnce, to 
set yourself up for an amateur ; and as soon as 



you can form a letter or draw a tangent, com- 
mence artist, or become an author. I wish I had 
seen a little more of the world — Vd turn scribbler 
myself next, and donjure you up a novel in a 
twinkling ! '^ 

'^ You put me in mind of the Lady Lionella, 
my dear Amelia," said her Aunt, '' who being 
pressed lUiediyF^lby a poor tdialiaii, fiira little pe- 
cuniary assistance, — ' My dear Cousin,' exclaimed 
her Ladyship, ' how can you submit to the agony 
of borrowing, whim you csisk make use of pen, ink, 
and paper, to supply yowr wante ? Why don't 
you write a novel ? For you, who have seen so 
many ups and downs in tJie werid, it would be 
the easiest thing imaginable. In short, any body 
iBay 'Write a novel ! And that kiiid of reading is 
fiK> omdi iii ¥ogue at pBesent, diat Vm fiuve youM 
be W!ell paid fisr ys/at trouble; ' 

^' ^Niot ^ile so w^^ as your Ladyshiii may 
suppose,' rolled hsr Ciousin; 'and really you 
speak as if it oosild ibe idome wcdi as much ease as 
yoH fill np the bhnks of your printed cardist c^in^ 
Titetiiim4 You ratde on set a fiae rale, and "Would 
have some people dri^e their pens as you do yonr 
iuraes^^wiihoiit thought, or giving Anem any 
thing to eat till Ihey get to their journey^s end. 
But you diould t^eoolleet, toy Lady:, their ap|ie«- 
tiles vn^ be 6s keen as ydor own/ 

^^4 thank you fer diat, my wsttfCousin^^ said 
her Ladyship, ^ but a truoe ' wtik your tliinkNig>; 
i hale thsughi-N^nd as to eating, 'tis very wt^ 



known that starvation is the greatest provocative 
to gdnius.^ >•* Yes — and too firequenlly its only 
reward !* interrupted her Cousin. 'Well, Louisa,- 
you know that study is my horror— ^ny thing 
written (^hand in a hurry, is, in my opinion, far 
prrferable to that which is pondered over again 
and again ; and were I in your situation, and 
obliged to live by my wits as it were, IM set 
about die thing immediately. You've a good 
memory and a tolerable knowledge of the world. 
You have only to make yourself the heroine — ^ybur 
husband the hero— introduce a few odd charac- 
ters, with a rich and liberal relation or two to help 
you out of every difficulty, and the thing is done ; 
without the least obligation to aiiy body but your 
very humble servant, who has supplied y6u with 
materials. You concluded, 1 fancy ,^by your ap- 
plication to me for assisttoce^ that I possess more 
money than wit ?^ - 

'^ 'Then your Ladyship is even with me, at all 
events,' interrupted her Cousin, 'for your reply 
cfearly proves that yoti give me credit for more 
wit than money. Be that as it tttay, I have nei- 
Aer genius to invent the Ddarvellous occurrences 
needful for the pages of romance, nor ain I gifted 
with the pen of a ready writer^ to execute the 
very etzsy task your Ladyship would impose 
upon me.' 

'^ The truth is, my dear Amelia," continued 
her Aunt, " this fawly's genius had been cultivated 
by ^ judicious, wett-infoh'med, and affectionate 
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inc^faei^, who hi^ watched the dawniiig faoMesi 
of her child wiitb mireinttted attention, and had 
giiren her a relish for suUiBMr studies ; m that 
u\fe If a9 not s«iifficientiy read lA romance to aspire 
to aiiy cel^fairity iu the w«y suggested hy her 
v)^U|iy kinsw^Wfia^ Her Ladyship^s adifice, 
Itt^efor?^ ptov^ but a cold eompliio^at to her 
^lidies, wtbowl: afford^ the least relief ti» her 
mejcessitieft, or any consolation to her feehfigs. 
But it too ftequ^itily happais in similar cases, 
tjJN^, white tk0t irhich is solicited is withheld, 
wh^li is ncrf ask^ for iis most liberally bestowed, 
ft; is Utde bett^ tba» luresenting a glass of coM 
water to those who apply fi>r a bit of bread to 
^^IJbsfy the cravings o£ a hungry stomadb ; — at 
9ucb 9ttipie, nalwe camiot but revolt it such an 
paring* Disclaiming, tiheii^Dre) all prdensions 
tf>^ renown as a writer (^novels, the wounded 
supplicant made her curtsey and; withdrew, leav- 
Wg her wealthy Cousin to meditate on the bless- 
ings, of ind/ependeuce l^^ 

Tq i9urv«y ifiixa as he is, and to censure ibe 
fQ^ies of t|ie day, is s^di to be the most rational 
as. w^U, as the mpst probable means, of bringing 
^dividuals acifuainted with tfaemselvea. To ex^- 
patiaffi cm, the» refq^t^ndonfc qupUtiea, as^wettaftto 
reflect on. tb^'daiik aQd.faidty side of human, na^ 
ture, is equally just, however, and useful; to die 
well-being of society. Few are so deformed as 
not to possess^ some excellent tmits; and few. are 
so fair as to bei wholly free from blemish. The 



wwld ift Dtode up of good^ bad, ftnd Ituttfferetit 
charact6tB( and eeldom do^ it happeu tharthife 
Protean virtiied bobtowel on itna^tiary naorMls itt 
the pages of cdliuitactvfeU to the lot df .rndfif The 
iascinaliiig cfaaniia of grace, wit, and tMSaUty^ T6t 
ever expose to dahiger thtiee individufetls whA pdsi- 
aess thedii; find they dfteti iisdl a tatl^fic^ t6 
imprudetaca^ n^here ugUAess^ stupidity, and awk^ 
wardness, secure from temptation, esitMpi nflihl 
jured and ttnmotested. Hdnor^ cdimige, and 
benevolende may likewise be infected widi lltitMtt 
infirmities ; but, the gddJike excell^ticfe, aiid 
angelic qualifications with whidi die hetti&i ^hd 
heMines of fiction are ui^ually gifted^ so fyt ektteA 
the endowmcsitu «f nature, that whi)« the iliiagit. 
nation is bewildered in contemplating theM, the 
moral is totally lost in impossibilities. Imtttiiief- 
able instances nugfat be brought forward to shew 
young people the sad ccsisequetices of indulging 
too great a partiality fcNf novel reading: "tod 
sound reascHiing might, perhaps, induce themf, 
when tired with the ps^es of history and phik)so- 
phy, to seek amusements with the poets — ^tfifh 
the tottrist«--or, if more inclined to private history, 
the memoirs of celebrated characters, traced out 
with all their beauties and deformities, #i)I pr6ye 
at once instructive and amusing. Such kind of 
readily will divert the thoughts, store the mind 
with noble virtues to reflect on, supply the me- 
mory with anecdote, and furnish interesting matter 
for converaaition . TV hereas, the romantic fusions 
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of a wild iumgini&tioii, too oRen deceiotthe 
senses into &lse notions of honlor, inflalne the 
pasBMHis, and seminate the seeds of disobedience. 
^^ Reality/^ says Madame de Lambert to her 
daughter, ^* should be preferred to fiction ; and 
that kind of reading which enlarges die unda:* 
standing and mends the disposition/' That which 
is written from the heart, is best adapted to awa^ 
ken sentiment. 

, What can equal the writing^ of Sterne ? they 
in^rest and put in motion all the t^ider feelings 
of humanity. It has. been remarked, IJbat his 
imitators could never reach his exdellence ; ami 
why? because, to use his own words — ^^they 
will not gme^ up the reins qfimoffinaiion.^^ 

That there are many well-written novels, fr6m 
which moral may be gleaned, ctonot be denied ; 
but in the aggregate, they are dangerous; books in 
the hands pf the. young and inexperienced ; and 
m^^e fr0qiiently omtaminate tiian improve die 
mind. The false views they give of human 
events, lead the judgment astray ; the romantic 
j(Ni^probabilities with whichithey generally abound , 
bewilder the sens^ ; and the marvellous exploits 
they depict, work at . times so forcibly ^n the 
imagination of thdir Volaiies, that WoEul examples 
<^ the ^mischief thay produce may be traced to 
the members of innumerable families of distinc- 
tion in the British Isles. To recount the hapless 
fate of a few of these individdals, may prove 
salnt^ry to some, and deter others from too great 
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an indulgence in so baneful a pursuit. The re- 
cital is intended more as a caution to the weaker 
sex, than to expose the unhappy Sufferers to fur- 
ther condemnation. They have heaped upon 
themselves humiliations and calamities, from 
whi(jh-^y can never escape ; wd must thore- 
fore be abandoned to the lot they have chosen. 
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NUMBER XXV. 



;i I 



OU8 EFFECnni OF IMIIUI^H 

nre rokantic passions. 



Let not the young my precepts sbun ; 
Who slight good counsels are undone. 



YE thoughtless fair, who are entering the 
labyrinth of fiction, stop short and listen to the 
voice of truth. Let the hapless fate of those who 
are constantly roving among the flowery produc- 
tions of a fenciful genius, warn you of the danger, 
and deter you from pursuing those alluring paths 
in which they were lost. Enchanted with ro- 
mantic scenery, and charmed as it were with the 
artificial display of nature decorated in her best 
attire, they strayed through the deceptive avenues 
of the maze in which they were bewildered, un- 
mindful of the path they should have taken. 
Thus infotuated, they plucked the gay blossoms 
of a poisonous root that withered in a day, and 
left but the venom of the thorn to rankle in their 
bosom. 

To gratify her humour for exploits of chivalry 
and romance, Valentia would actually shut herself 
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up for days together to indulge her fatal propen^ 
sity» till she was worked up to a pitch of wild' 
enthuBtasm far romantic adventure, scarcely to be 
emailed. Oflen has she been heard to excIanoDi 
most Tehemently^ against^ what Ae termed, a for- 
mat weddiai^' — ^ No/^ said she, ^^ give me the 
man who would prorv^ hiis love, in spite of father 
or fortune, and carry me off to Ghretna Green at 
a ^eiibire. The frohc of stealing away at mid« 
mgbt,. with a few necessaries tied up in a hand- 
kcarchiefy I should enjoy of ali things ; and then 
to scamper away in» a post chaise and four, with 
nfey lover by^my side sootfamg my agitated spirits, 
and u^mg^ alb the power of his eloquence tO' tran- 
quillize my perturbation !^^ — ^for, like the wife of 
Bath,— « 

^^ Before my face my handkerchief I'd spread, 
To hide the flood oftears I did — not shed." 

Stare enougli^ as she said — so she did. Shortly 
after she had attained' her sixteenth year she ab^ 
solutely eloped with her father's footman, and the 
ificKssoltable chain was linked together be(bre fier 
pursuers reached Hie ftital spot that completed^ 
her ruin. 

On her pe(urn> fron» tlmji^ic, as may natu- 
mlly- be» expected, d8ie was educed to a' very 
humble^sitiKiMon. In Ifte paoish of Si^fho she took 
upherabedl?, where her wholfe dependence was 
concen<Tsrted in a green-gnocer^ip shop and' her 
httdband^s^^ihdtislk'y; Cinnmandltig, ^risr^fme; 
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the same respect from him to which she had 
been accustomed, she sought new acquaintances, 
and had her private card parties and routs, as 
she termed them, two or three times a week ; on 
which occasions John kindly officiated at the tea 
table, with all due courtesy, ahemately repre- 
senting the master and the man : 

He gets to market by five or six o^clock in the 
D(M>rning ; by which means their Kttle shop is very 
well supplied with fresh articles. ThiSytogfeflier 
with the civil deportment of the husband, and 
consideraticHi for the wife, leads many customers 
to his little magazine of stores ; and provides, for 
the moment, a homely fare. But, alas! it is 
greatly to be feared the husband^s industry will 
not keep pace with the wife^s prodigality. . De- 
privations and hardships must naturally ensue, 
which will soon bring her to a sense of her folly. 
The most poignant reflections will torture her bo- 
som ; and . when a prey to misery and wretched- 
ness, she will rue the dteps she h^ taken, and find, 
that her visionary joys terminate but in sorrow 
and remorse ; and .that nothipg but a placid obe- 
dience to her husband^s will can insure her the 
least comfort. 

What could be expected from an uniion ctf stich 
a nature? The unhappy female isi disinherited 
by her fath^, disowned by her &mily, and for- 
saken by her friends. The adventurous sw^ain i$ 
disappointed in his expectancies ; and, as he finds 
h^r j^mily;ipexprable, ceases to indulge i)er ridi-^ 
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culoaa ftficiei. She beeomes diseobleiited^ mi- 
teUe^ and qutrrdscmie ;*-*4ie» on tbe oth» hdnd, 
brnflte^oinaiid immanageaUe, Acomforttedshome 
driyes the hnsbesid to the tap-rdbm of a nei^h- 
boaring public-hotise,' to drown and disBipaite his 
oare in the society he has been aoeosioraed to ; 
while die wife is fretting, and meditating on the 
deplorable conditioii to which afae is redoced, 
withoi]rt; ffae least hope of aenielidratiaEr to cheet 
her drooping spirits. Unable to get dnrougb the 
drudgery of subordinate oeeiipatioiis, she Ures in 
file Bsidsi ct dirty surroutided with half a doxoi 
n^g«d chiUren, imde^ no conta'ol from the irre* 
gcdaritjr of their parents ;-^^«nd thus nrisarable, 
Hbej bbth^ wheii too kte, repent of thehr folly 
and indiscretioii! ! 

. In the eonduet of Rosetta, may be trseed ano- 
ther mslance o# the miscbieToas tendency to the 
evii in qnes^n. l^e rocnantic disposition of 
this lady, ki one nidilcky momefift, blasted all the 
ho|>es of bar parents, and filaced her in a station 
of life^ for whiofa she was i^yer intended, eitttf^ 
by birdi or ^«tetion. Ros^tla Was dole heiress 
to Ike Earldom o# R^--: — ^ ^M was placed in a 
fidKfOihable- semSnaty, not mamy miles IroHi a 
fiusddc«Md)te im#sery grotuvd, in tiie vicinity ^ 
F-^ — ^n SqnaM. Panting ibi" ISlhetty, aift} Ifiink- 
iilg she i4^ held too tigtri ill her lesM^ dtrin^', 
iiet Ladysbl^ eooftd «m endure fti6 emi^' of a 
adiool life, tiot the' te^ttitn&eh df sbh!6bl AtsfeTpTifK^. 
Th&e liClle paHie^ gi^^ by Ullrs. TeachWell to her 
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pupils, in order to initiate them in the oerem<mies 
of the tea taMe, had no charms for Rosetta ; — the 
bewitching pages of romance pleased her better. 
The yomig kuiies, after a certain age, were al- 
lowed to enrol their names on the list of subscri* 
bers to a circulating library ; and had the privilege 
also, of pennng the daily papers, and each, in 
their tmn, to make choice of some new publica- 
tion . Being gifted with a li vdy imaginati<m, and 
a disposition to enjoy all the pleasures of society, 
her heart palpitated for liberty, as she skimmed 
over the paragraphs of the Morning Post, and 
read of the gay festivities of the fashiimable world. 
The tales of romance too, equally accwded with 
her disposition, and she longed to be the heroine 
of some wild adventure. The opportunity was at 
hand — and she was resolved not to let it sUp. 
^^ Since I cannot be fvee,^^ said she to one of her 
companions, '^to follow the natural propensities 
of my heart, which is cheerful and gay, PU at all 
events detach myself from this vile seminary ; Pd 
sooner undertake the care of a nursery, than live 
thus secluded from the world and all its gaieties/^ 
Like a wise politician, her plan was no sooner 
formed than executed, lest she should be baffled 
in her schemes. Resolved to make her escape at 
all hazards, she had already courted the affections 
of the obliging and gallant florist, in the neigh- 
bourhood ; whose grounds were a kind of publit 
promenade, for the beauties ci fashion, at the west 
end of the town. In these delightful gardens. 
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her Ladyship, with the rest of her companions, 
took her daily exercise: and, while they were 
admiring the slu^hs and plantations that graced 
the walks, her attention was fixed on a different 
object. In fine, eluding the vigilant eye of her 
governess, while purchasing a little hearths-ease, 
she gave the ruddy gardener so fair a promise of 
her future favors, that he, enraptured with the 
prospect of success before him, redoubled his assi- 
duities to please ; — ^plucked for her all the gayest 
of his stock ; — ^proposed a journey to the North, 
to which she readily assented ; — and, stealing firom 
her confinement, at midnight, threw herself into 
the arms of the happy Adonis, who, proud of the 
conquest he had gained, immediately set ofi* with 
his fair prize to insure his felicity, by iliaking her 
his companion for life. Thus was the ofispring 
of a noble root transplanted from the rich sml in 
which it might have flourished, to waste its blocxn 
in the plantation of an obscure plebeian. 

Her mind vitiated by romantic folly, and her 
judgment weak, Rosetta rashly precipitated her- 
self from the very summit of high-life, to the 
society of lowly individuals, even below medi- 
ocrity. Willingly excluding herself from her 
family and friends, as Avell as from die first circles 
of fashion, in which, by birth and education she 
was destined to move ; — a privilege she forfeited 
by her folly and indiscretion, unmindful of the 
disgrace she brought upon herself and noble con- 
nexions. 
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OH T0E UOVE OF ADVSNTinUB. 



-7 — —r-Cri^CQ w^ in all h«r steps., 
Heaven in her eye, in every gesture 
Dignity and love. 
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PHILOMENA was a lady of respectable oon- 
nexioDft in high life, remarkable in her appear- 
ance for grace and dignity. Milton's sablime 
description of the beauteous fiur, who advanced 
to meet die solitary inhabitant of Eden, as he 
awoke fropi a refreshing' slumber, recurred to the 
imaginadon as sh^ gracefully skinuned over the 
turf, or stepped across the pavemait. Her stately 
figure and heavenly countenance, could not but 
attract admiration. She played and sung divinely, 
and in the dance, a HUhshurg could not surpass 
her naceful motion. Every fine accomplishment, 
<»ml^ with ge»de «^n.«m«^w^. 
gave her a superiority in society, of which she 
might have been proud ; and, had the qualities 
pf her mind been in unison with the graces of her 



peFSQii, she might have shone with a splendour 
that would have eclipsed the ^^ fairest ammig the 
fidr/* 

But, alas ! with a disposition to enjoy every 
pleasure in life, she possessed neitlier prudenof 
to eheck, nor resolution ta combat against the 
propensities of her nature. Her extravagance 
kept paoe with her indiscretion ; and though her 
father subscribed n^ost liberally to all her wants, 
and all her reasonable wishes, still her impru* 
denee outstripped his generosity. 

Bereaved, l^ the unpitytng hand of death, c^f 
that maternal care so essential to the formation of 
the female character, just at that happy period of 
life when the heart is panting '^ to see and be 
seen^^ in ev^y feshionable crowd ; she became 
Ihe director of her own conduct, without judg- 
ment to control, or prudence to guide her ac- 
tions. Perfected in all the accomplishments of 
the day, she sickened in the society of her gover- 
ness, and prevailed on her too indulgent parent to 
dismiss the watchful matron ; knowing that she 
would then be free to follow the dictates of her 
own volatile disposition. Her father ^s parlia- 
mentary occupations, together with his private 
conceiDs, engaged his attention almost from mean- 
ing till night, and from night till morning. Ac- 
cordingly she entered the walks of dissipation 
alone and unprotected ; and broke through every 
rule of decorum, to prosecute the ill-concerted 
schraies of a wild imagination. 
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After spending the chief of her mornings in 
reading novels, which filled her head with ro- 
mantic absurdities, and parading Bond Street in 
tiie expectancy that some of the marvellous ex- 
ploits of which she had been reading would be 
realized in her own person, Philomena would re- 
turn home after a turn or two, disappointed and 
angry, to contrive some new plan ; which was no 
sooner formed than put into practice. Thus her 
evenings were usually spent with the same degree 
of censurable, if not criminal irrationalily, as her 
mornings. As one error too generally leads to 
another ; in order to carry her schemes into exe- 
cution she was obliged to practise deceit with her 
father ; who, unconscious of his daughter's im- 
prudence, firmly believed her when she told him 
she was engaged with her fiiends. This dissimu- 
lation with a parent reflected a greater disgrace 
CNi her, than all the little indiscretions of which 
she was guilty. Deliberate falsehoods, and pre- 
meditated deviations from honor, are by far more 
culpable than the inconsiderate folly that leads 
to them. 

"You are certainly embellishing,*' exclaim 
the lovers of romance, " for the purpose of amus- 
ing us, and bringing your moral to bear. The 
result, however, of this young lady's eccentri- 
cities? It is to be hoped that her ideas were 
elevated somewhat above a partnership with a 
vender of cabbages ! ' ' 

The ideas of a female who can condescend to 
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lose sight of her own consequence by falling into 
all the extravagant follies of the town, and in* 
dulging propensities that must for ever blast her 
reputation, cannot abound with moral propriety, 
at all events, however exalted they may be in 
other respects. Philomena was lofty in the ex- 
treme, in many instances ; but her pride was not 
of a nature to reflect much credit on her high 
notions of birth and rank in society, as her fre- 
quent attendance at a certain fashionable resort in 
the neighbourhood of Hanover Square too plainly 
evinced. In spite of the precaution she took to 
disguise her figure, and to conceal the unprotected 
state in which she joined the gay circle to partake 
of the amusements of the evening, she could not 
long escape the eye of observation . One act of 
imprudence was followed closely by another ; — 
the busy tongue of slander was soon put in motion ; 
»d wLZL rf a.e flagrant top^riety of her 
conduct at length reached the . ears of her fond 
fother ; who, alarmed, though doubting the truth 
of what he heard, watched for a while the pro- 
ceedings of his daughter ; and alas ! was too sooik 
convinced of her folly and ex:travagancies« After 
reproving and expostulating to no purposef'^^for 
in vain did he endeavour to bring h^r to reason^^-fr- 
and apprehensive that rain and disgraioei lani^ftited 
her, he resolved . upon the expedient of « scsndii]^ 
faer to idmei of his; relations in Mndia; hoping 
tfaiereby!to turn her firtan the destractiv« course 
she was pursuing. Accordingly he kst ino^ime 



m writiiig to the ' friendb to wfaooe piMtedAim he 
tecommended bar ; ami hnving seeiired her a 
passage in the first fleet that i?ni8 to mil, be trosteA 
from his k^bowledge of two or three respedable 
femilies that were going out m the same ship, 
that she would he out of harm^s way dimng the 
voya^ ; and that on her arrival, as is usual with 
our fair country-womoi, she would enter into a 
matrimontal compact, and become a virtaoas 
memher of society^ without exposing berself to 
fiir&er r^roach, or brii^uig iKtual disgrace on 
her family. If report speak true, however, e're 
At reached the Cape, a gallant son of Mais be- 
canie enamoured of her chanas ; she listened to 
the soft things he whispered in ber ear ; and to 
the great mortifteation of htf fond firfher, he heard 
Aat she became a mother before she was a wife : 
commanding as little respect among strangei^ in 
a distant dime^ as among bet ndore iiiitmate cok- 
nexioiKs at home. 

^^ And were these inqnToprieties of conduet td 
he attriboted soleiy tm the reading of novels ?^' 
inquire againseme of the young votaries of fictiear. 

Perhaps not wholly to : btti it no ^loubt iod w 
n great measure to her miii. Fldlomeha was 
naturally fond of ronMtedcadTGBitarev afeMtlvf oon^. 
atantly ropving among ihe flowrevy pradniitionAi of 
wild and romanlie' scenery itt seaich ^of soiMtfaiBg: 
new and Wonderfid, 8he< proeaeded wUhoot ftai* 
«r caution^ and met her deHtraddoit iki tfrese dii^ 
knve fidds of endnntmerit. 



^'kod^ um otfktxinilv a MiK* more gtaHogf iitt^ 

b9^h^fi4«Md ^ dtid'flMud)y^teelH»6d^kM:iM*6i^ 

aware that his affections were even at his pwqi 
disposal. Chance or stratagem did, however, 
some time after, bring about the desired meeting. 
The youth was smitten — the deUghted Ellen rea*- 
dily encouraged his advances — ^yielded to the elo- 
quent voice of love— and, to her sorrow, became 
the wife of a man who repays her affection with 
neglect, severity, and hard unkindness. 

What can be the result of such determinations, 
but vexation, disappointment, and sorrow ? Even 
Kings and Emperors are hot exempt from the 
penally they inflict; as the following anecdote 
evinces :— 

^'Holbein, who for his extraordinary talents 
attracted the notice of Henry VIII. during his 
residence with Sir Thomas More, to whom he 
was recommended by the great Erasnius, was 
taken into the King^s service, who settled on him 
a provision for life ; although he once hazarded 
the severe displeasure of his royal and turbulent 
patron. For being despatched by Cromwell to 
paint the Lady Ann of Cleves, Holbein so flat- 
tered her with his pencil, that Henry, who was a 

z 
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great admirer of beauty iu: th^fm f^%^ M 4n love 
with the portrait^ and was induciod. ta inprry her. 
But/irhen he disooyered how pla^n she really was, 
his aog^'^ says the historian^ V was turned from 
thjs painter to th/^ minister ; and poor Cromwiell 
lof^his head, because the unhappy Ann was de- 
noiiNlced by her royal husband for-r-ra Flande^ 
Mare/' and not the Venus depicted by I|olbeia !, 
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, What » '^ ^is> ' •^ s^ of ^^^^ 
' ' Wfeidh binds tlie vow that^s glten ; 
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.' AndfertgiMber^la'hclfcfeBlii') )'i ;• /i..* ^ 1 ;i 't 
For wii^i^ it jflio^ti^^b siQC^fe : - ^iii;; !> : i 
There's nooght can gi?e more pleasure here. 

» ' ' • I > * 

KISSING^ it s^^ms, ^» at-ime time so much 
in vogue in England, that it.dr^^W the fi>ll0M^iqg rer 
mark from; t^ great .iaifiaecQ|ipq;>l^^ Erasmus, 
in. one o£ his yi^fit^ tjOi t)tts country: ; ..V who'' says 
his qoininentafor, '« ^xpcessea Um^ in language 
sufl^qi^tly warm rto . pro^e, that , \k^ canted the 

'' The.women in England/' said, thi^ Dignitary 
of the.]^mi^ Chprch, ^V^fH? divinely beautiful;, 
affable,; and gooc^-huqqiit^^iedk / There is a custpqn 
also here, whichscan.fffiTierb^ sufficiently com- 
mended.. .WhjBfi ]f0|4.gp! .wy: wherje, you are re- 
ceived l)j.:aU wijh. Jki^f^s.:^ When you depart^ 
you are. disi^ii^f}, with kjifiws. On yovir return, 

• 

Aif^^^ are ; agaip; foei^towed 'on, you. Whim they 
^isit you,, ii^seisi are ..presented ;: when t^ey go 
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token of the aificerity erf*. the hearty <^ a ivelcoiiiie 
rei^plioB, and bf the iQostflatteiii^ esteem* Such 
might be the original fedlings attached to the prac- 
tice, and may still exist in the breasts of Biany ; 
but of late, the custom has been so alanningly 
enciK)ached upon by every order of individuals, 
that really, both ladied and gmtlem^i in the pre- 
sent pge^ are in dread of all lyhom they may 
clmnce to: meet, lest .tibey should lay violent hands 
•upon' them, tb^ . custom being indi^riminately 
practised by friiend and foe. 

This national shake, as it may be termed^ when 
given in the true spirit of Jobn^Bull, is really 
tremendous. The great Prussian h^x>, Ge^aral 
Blucher, who experienced it in its most genuine 
i9tyle, declared that ^^ he would, at any time, 
sooner meet the enemy's army in the field of 
battle, than have to encounter the frigidly grasp 
of honest John Bull/' And no wonder, — for 
the very rough testimony of public admiration 
that was so enthusiastically bestowed on this aged 
vet^*aB, shook his tottering frame, it m^y with 
ti:^th be said, ^^ near dissolution.'' Even females, 
^trwk wiili the general mania, flodced round bis 
carriage wherever it stopped, not oi^y, tp t^^ 
a peep at the venerable warrior, but to give 
him a free and hearty squeeze. At length, over- 
powered with these flattering evidences c^ British 
popularity, he was, one day, counselled by a 
native to dismiss one of^the^ with.a kisqf ; which 
he assured him would put the rest to flight, and 
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prevent his being thus assailed in future* But 
how mistaken was their countryman — ^how as* 
tonished the General ! — Instead of producing the 
promised effect, it served but to augment the per- 
secution, and encourage their advances. In fine, 
his gallantry was so liberally rewarded with the 
profusion of kisses .b^towed on biw in coi)se- 
quence. that, .cc»«iiBg to report, tfe nim,wly 
escaped suffocation. And England may con- 
gratulate herself, that kissing was not from that 
event again revived and adopted as a national 
custom. From such trivial circumstances do ge- 
neral usages sometimes prevaiL 
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Eaich ddes tie o A^r^s argument dende, 

Cbdi has tlU Ckurch and Scr Ipture chi kb Mb, 



aBasaaBBaBpBaMaaMBMiBt 

THE innumerable evils arising firom prejudice 
and ignorance, may, in a great measure, be attri- 
buted to the want of energy and public spirit 
among the better informed. 

Men are too apt, in common classes of society, 
to take all upon slender authority. Public report, 
or the argument of a sophist, is sufficient to in- 
snare their intellectual powers and to lead them 
away, in defiance of reason and even conuncm 

Now that a system of general education is be- 
come so prevalent, not only school-boys, but 
blacksmiths, bricklayers, and clowns, as soon as 
they can read a verse in the Bible, think them- 
selves capable of expounding the hard passages 
of Scripture ; and this for one favorite quotation, 
and that for another, r^[ardless of the context, 
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Make sfich a j utnMe of things altogetfaier, that half 

thb Gomraunitj^iare bewildered, and know not 

which path to pursue. 

- In short, the world seeius turned topsyturvy ; — 

boobies a^^ert, men of erudition* do not oppose 

thetn~-upstartB assume, no one corrects ihen^^ 

children'^ dictate, parents obey^-^^servants control, 

itissten submit^^Hscribblers decide, their superiors 

ddnsent-^-^Btnd, though last, not the least injurious, 

die Laky preach, and leave the Cler^ to practise; 

-'i in-«soitie»oounties, th6:^Dxania for running. after 

tbesfe itiheraut preachers is so grievous^ that die 

preliminary step when a servant goes to be hired 

ii^Jto bargain for the privilege of going twice or 

three times in the week^ to meeting. Mlusters 

afidmffetr^sses may, in the meantime, either wait 

upon themselves, or wait for every thing they 

may want in their absence i ^ Neither are the or^ 

tihfode(K Olergy exempt from these public nuis- 

ftncei^; for they can -feardly • go to order" their 

mutton for dinner , w their coffee for breakfest, 

but Mr. Allspice or Mr. Cleaver, forsooth, must 

ni^s pioiir iforth a volume of evangelical rhe^ 

t^C oter hid blodk,^ though he thought he had 

nidtfaiiig' bnt calvies^ head^uii bis clutches,' and 

tha* he might turn^ them either' 4his w^y. or thrt:, 

at his pleasure. But i|i these a^a€k»\their. argiu 

mentsafe generally vain and futilb,: and much 

less calculated to convince the leafrned, than to 

seduce the ignorant. ♦' I would recotmnehd theOj^^ 

said a clerical friend, <»ie« day; to one. of : these 
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hmticB, wlio had a littfe raffltrf him, '' I ^vould 
faoommeikd thee, fritiid/^ Isaid he, but with the 
true spirit and meekness of CfanstiaMty,' ^ ta havt 
done with these ill-timed ^aad: itt^jiidgad CMiten- 
tieiis, they dd but (engender €*rife. And whi^ 
dees all your knowtedge of fieriptane amcHint tio 
afker all V^ asked he, *' arc you.die iiitUr for k 
tUnk ye, or does U mily tebd: to »ake you wi$etf 
Boeih fljbau diese things ? for whdsoi^rar4(tiowelii 
thmi, and doetihi them not, is, ybu may vest aa- 
mflod^ lit a pitiable plight^^? ft la « tarile :olMSier- 
^aitidnv and not^ however, the less true for that, 
*^^8t die greatest part of those who engi^ in 
eoirtTDteratd discussions, contend ^ber foit vie- 
tory Ihhn for Irutk ;'^ though buichara, bakans, 
rheesraoimgeni, and Uachsniiths, all in theur tura, 
enter the list« 

^^ Pm a stiidt ehurchmrai/^ aaystDOj^. "No,^^ 
says anther, ^^ the gt^ndeman you aist ^mder 
doem^t pneaick the Gdbpd.^' ^^ Not preach the 
Gos^kl,^^ returns the eharchwafi, ^^ What can you 
meads ? he piteaehes ^ C'bnsl; hittiself was wc«it 
to pr«aeh ; — BelifBve m God, and keep \JSR$ 
eommandm^kts ^ Ida Ufdo M m^H, m if^M 
%o0mld theff ^hmlddi uHto tf&u; oi^oM %-- 
podri^ ; prayybr ydur neiffkbaurs ; 0indJSI»r^ 

'^ Va&n and liriirolous are the motiTes diat lead 
you to ytar diAy,^'' replies ihe fanatic, ^^ ycrar 
gMd Works will avail ye itought till thi^ proceed 
frenk a ri^tapirit, y^u may rert assured.'^ 
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''As totbut^^' mMrt8«ihe olber^ '^ the rdeshef our 
Dittine lnstiw^or, m ithc]? are lud di^n m^eGM* 
palifor (mr obM»FVanee, are too plslia and eauy^lbr 
a,. pi(fi<m of moderate icayaeily te' mistake diam. 
£kfilwwrb qI' false tmkheflrs^ firiend, aa ifeB as^fiAw^ 
^^td ,; < jBor v^nfy' aupfioae that yaw ^cMstiMf 
ia : aore, and lAiat : notkia^ i rcmaipa i&t you to do^ 
Lopk'tQ Uie wpnls df otHf Savjour, ^Bte^ed at0 
th^ thai. MilAft lAe ii^Ar^f of &9d und kbi»p it .^ 
For the rest I refer you toth^ Sehnon on the 
Mowit,! the beat^ ya«i must ^tH^ftr, that mm evw 
praachod in this wcsid)4^^-tl»Bre you will fin^ 
fiscad, eartaiii, and indisfmtitble nAe» of collect, 
hoth as io faith and pracHee^ the on^ betiig itu 
complete iritbout the oJther.^^ 

Thus an tJieK religious eontentioBS earried 
by the nuM> ignorant as fwnW as the moist learned. 
But as few in Hiis age df piety and independence 
will be €dtt¥inc6d of their errors, Ihey s^re but 
U> ^create a kind of ^mity between Christians, 
that degrades the choraeter they profess to main-^ 
tain. .But while there are preachers in every 
house,, errors must abound. WiMld the Clergy 
cotnpare notes, ahd >come to a better iHideristnnd- 
ing iamong tfatthi^ves^ iii all probability, there 
would not be such a diversity of opinions among 
the Ijaity ; but as lotig aS the foimer eoMend for 
the true doctrine, tke ktter will run after different 
pastors, and the most eloquent preacher ^ill ge- 
nerally succeed in ooUecting the most numerous 
congregation. Iteice schisms arise < The bigot 
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says^-^^' I am more orthodox thati ydu i'^ tte 6n^ 
thuBiast—^^^ I am sounder in the fidtfa ;'^ said thds 
superstition and fanaticiAm, while they make thbit 
own election sure, charitably consign ilo everla^t-^ 
ii]^, misery all who do not think as th<^ do. The 
Churchman tamely observes the rapid strides 
that are making towards the subvetaion of the 
ee^Mished religion i satisfied tlmt, as the wbrld 
becomes more enlightened by ^tiie dissdmkiatioVl 
of the Holy Scriptures, erroneous doctrines and 
unscriptural tenete will gire place to apdsloli6 
truths, and bring the churdi to its primitive sim- 
plicity. But while faith and .-practice refuse to 
go hand in hand, hope and chaHty will be at 
variance; and the Christian graces that should 
inhabit one soul and prepare it for eternity, bdng 
thus disunited and depriyed oS each other's sup-^ 
port, may^ for aught we know, disappoint all oiir 
esipectations of happiness in a future state. 

Moderation, seasoned with a cdnunendable 2eal 
for the maintenance of the Gospel, is certainly a 
glorious trait in the Christian character. .But 
apathy of spirit^ in times like the present, when 
the Church is . undermined and threatened with 
destruction is reprehensible, and should be roused 
into action^ Force must be repelled by force \ 
and every individual, at such a time, should lend 
an assiirting hand^ aiid ejostt alLhis enehgy to put 
a stop to invasions of so ruinous a tendency. But 
at the present moment, there seems to be more 
jteachers than persons to be taught. Not cxily 
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school bo3(s ^n4 appi^ntices, ; as before observed^ 
but eviery: country looby, as. soon as he can write 
his ' name or rea4 a pai-agiraph^ thinks himself 
capable of jdiscusaing the Inost important subjects, 
aiEi4: able to deait up the most doubtli4^^ointB^ 
Tofx wise, in bf^ own opinidn> 46 listen to his 
^fujfl^r^vhe is no>y,, be presunkesi fully quatified to 
expound the Scriptures f^'ii|96^, with clearness 
and precisiopi, and attually takes upon himself 
^lat sacred duty ; in which he is suffered to pro^ 
ceed sometimes with> and sometimes wi&out leave 
or licence: 

How i^x 4hede learned bein^ will increase the 
wi^om and piety of a nation, remains to be 
proved j but it is surmised by many, that religion 
is more talk^ of than practised in this enlightened 
?ige ; and, that tinder the garb of sanctity, vice 
aqd immorality trespass on the peace of all classes 
of society, 

W^bether we shall become a haj^ier nation as 
knowledge increases, of a more virtuous people 
by enlarging the mind of the peasantry, and an- 
nihilating the rustic simplicity of our cottagers, is 
a question that must also be left to the decision of 
tinie. The increase of ciimes, however, and thie 
barbarities practised by the lower class of late 
years, do little predit to the dissaoiination of Chris- 
tian knowledge^ and are by no means ada^rted to 
encourage the liberal system of education that is 
so universally, though perhaps indiscrindinately, 
patronized . Equality seems to be the prevailing 
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hmticB, wlio had a littfe raffllrf him, '' I would 
faoommeikd thee, friebd/^ Isaid he, but with the 
true spirit and meekness of ChmtiaMty, ^ ta havt 
done with these ill-timed aad iU^jadgad CMiten- 
tiens, they dd but (engender strife. And what 
does all your knowtedge of fieriptone amount tb 
alkef all?'' asked he, '' arcyoudiei^Mtor for k 
tWak ye, or does i* only 1^^ to «ake you wisest 
Doeih ftbau diese things ? for whdso^^yerktioweth 
theni^ and doetihi them not, is,: ybu may test aa- 
mlrbd^ ia a pitiable plight^'' It la « trite 4>lMGier* 
vatidnv and not, however, the less true for Aat, 
*^^8t die greatest part of those who eagfige in 
oonlroteratd discussions, contend ^faer foit vie- 
tory tbbn for Irutk ;'^ though butdiara, bak^n), 
rhfieseafoDgeiB, and Uacksoiiths, all in theur turn, 
enter the list« 

^^ Pm a strict iehurchmra,'' aays-ont. "No,'' 
says anadier, " the gtodeman you ait ^mder 
disesn't |weaoh the Gdspd." " Not preach the 
Gos^ifel,'^ returns the ebarchman, " What can you 
meads ?. he pi^eaohes aa Christ hiitiself was wc«it 
tsf pr«aeh ; — Believe m God^ and keep Mia 
eammandmeUts f Ida unio mU m^H, «it j^oic 
^Mmld theff ^hmlddi uMo y&u; avoid fiff^- 
pocrisff ; pira^fin^ your neiffhbours ; usi^Jm^ 
g^j.thmt.f^maybeji>rffi9>em.^^ 

" Vain and Irivolous are the motiTes diat lead 
you to yiur diAy,'" relies the fanatic, " ycrar 
gMd works will avail ye nought tiU they proceed 
from a ri^tapirit, ]/^u may rest assured." 
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'^Astothfit^-' raltirt8<the olber^ ^« the rule&hef cur 
Ditine lnstructxir, m Afacjs are lud di^n in iheGM* 
pdifw (mr obMBFVaiiee, are too plslia and: eMy for 
a;pi(f«Km of moderate iCayaeily te^^ mistake diam. 
£kf Hw^rto of s&lae teachers^ firiend, aj» ifeB a»fafoe 
^^(hetd j; < ^r T^nfy' mi]ai(k)se that yam ^ctmtf 
i« i f^qre, and >Aiat : luiikiB^ < rcmaioa ^fimr you to ido« 
Lopk'tQ Uie wonb df otiF 8ft\j0ur^ ^Btesi^d ar0 
thty thai. MilAft lAe ic^rd of &od und kbi»p it/ 
Vqt the rat 1 refer you to th^ S^lrimm on the 
Afomit^ the best, yoti must «iIlow, that* wais ever 
prriachod in this world ;4^thiere you will fin^ 
fiscadt eartaiii, and indisfmtiible mdes of conduct, 
b^th as io faith tuid jproofj^e^ the ond being iiv 
complete iritberut the oiher/^ 

Tfau» an dicK religious contentions earried otk 
by the mdst ignorant as /v«U as the moist learned. 
But as few in this age df piety and independence 
will be convinced of their errors, they serve but 
to r€reate a kind of etimity between Christians, 
that degrades the character they profess to main^ 
tain. .But while there are preachers in every 
house, errors must abound. Wioruld the Clergy 
cotapare notes^ aiid >c6me to a better imdenstand- 
ing iamong tiMita^ri^es^ in all probability, therd 
woidd not be such a diversity of opinions among 
the Laity ; but w lotig aS the foimer contend for 
the true doctrihid, the ktter will ran after different 
pastors^ and the most eloquent preacher ^ill ge- 
nerally succeed in ooUecting the most numerous 
congregation. Hence schisms aribe^ The bigot 
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NUMBER XXIX. 



QN THE jianrcATioir .of the voob. 
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'Ti& edticstioii farms the. tender mhid^: 
Just Ks the t)^ig is beotttie tree'^ klf^UD*df ; ., 
Children like tepder osiers take the bow, . . 
And as they first are fashioo'd, always grow. 



/ > 



ALTHOUGH England, it is generally allowed, 
presents the most sublime examples of charity, 
benevolence, and attention to the poor ; still might 
she take a few salutary hints from her continental 
neighbours to ameliorate their condition. The 
diffusion of tiseful instruction, the forming the 
mind to habits of industry, and attending to the 
morals, are considerations of the highest imports 
ance to the state and to the community at large ; 
and yet, whilst the greatest activity prevails in the 
distribution of the Bible, and the most zealous 
exertions are employed in the dissemination of 
Christian knowledge^ the inculcation of Chris-^ 
tian virtues is lamentably neglected in the 
British seminaries. To behold the noble insti-* 
tutions and fine establishments that are supported 
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by the voluntary contributions of the good and 

great) fail in these mighty instances, is truly dis^ 

tressiB^. But in this pious and enlightened ag^, 

the domestic occupations and useful instructions so 

necessary ibr the lower class to be versed in, are 

not even admitted le secondary canrideratwfut. 

The labourers' children are no longer taught 

to knit or mend a stocking, to sharpen knives or 

brush a coat — no — they must away to school to 

learn to read and write. Masters and mistresses 

may instruct them in their household work and 

make good servants of them, if they can, after 

they enter their service ; which, by the way, 

youngsters of the present age seldom engage in, 

without the proviso of being permitted to at^ 

ilsnd an evening school of some description or 

other, to finish their education. Sometimes to 

improve themselves in reading — sometimes in 

writing*-*^but seldom in work^ unless it be to 

hemstitch a frill, or trace a pattern for a flounce* 

To such a pitch has this mania for attainments 

arisen in some parts of the country, that even 

dancing schools are not only tolerated, but en^ 

couraged by the heads of some families, and are 

attended once or twice in the week by the blith- 

some Cinderellas and love-inspiring lackeys of the 

Neighbourhood ; who, for two or three hours 

** trip it on the light fantastic toe,'^ to the great 

astonishment of some, and annoyance of those, 

whoj not employing more attendants than they 

have occasion for, would be much better pleased 

2b 
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to, seie them foot it at home. Nor does the evil 
rest here ; — even the arts and sciences are threat- 
ened with invasion yrom the lower regions^ and 
are nxost presumptuously encroached upon by the 
rude aspiring multitude. It will scarcely be be- 
lieve that a most illiterate servant df alUwork^ 
to use the general term, on presenting herself the 
other day, to enter the service of a gentlewoman, 
before she finally agreed to undertake the place, 
inquired " if the lady would have any objection 
to let her play on the piony.^^ " Play on the 
piony ! — what can you mean ?^* asked the mistress. 
" Yes, ma^am, please I should like to play on the 
piony,. when I have done my work ; — ^please, 
m9.^am, on the music, I mean," continued the 
accomplished maiden, twiddling her fingeiB in 
graceful motion, to make her meaning the better 
understood. However, as the lady was not so 
very harmoniously inclined, she had no mind to 
indulge the ambition of Mopsy; and so they 
parted, ne'er to meet again. 

The next upon the list of candidates for a kind 
and indulgent mistress, was a damsel of the most 
brilliant order. She could read and write with 
all the spirit of the times; — a perfect heroine, 
emerging from the studies of Greece and the 
Poets — stop Mr. Printer — grease and the pofo, 
if you please, pray b0 correct in your orthography, 
the critics will have quite enough to do ; — so mind 
'-rfrom the study of grease^ &c. she retired to 
the study of her master, ^^ for pen, ink, and paper. 
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tiiiat she might, sefinetime», her sorroM^ Tirite';^' 
and sometimes display her ingenuity byamcussing 
matter for her scrap-book. But this was not 
till after she had dressed the dinner, imd half 
dressed herself. It was then only that she went 
to gather scraps. 

As to the Bible, she had been taiight to read 
that — and that she thought sufficient. It enabled 
her to peruse compositions more adapted to her 
taste. So the sietcred volume, with which she had 
been presented, was not yet, nor was it likely to 
be, a bit the worse for use. 

Well would it be for society in general, if the 
evil of indiscriminate education rested here . But 
it is a melancholy fact, that whilst gospel infor- ^ 
mation is spreading abroad, crimes seem to mul- 
tiply at home — a national calamity that mu£rt;^ 
surely be attributed to the want of a due regard 
to the practical duties to which our attention is 
directed by the Great Author of our Religion. 

Dr. Bell's national institution — ^Mr. Lancaster's 
benevolent plan — and parochial schools, where so 
many thousands of the poor and needy are taught 
at a very trifling expense, must be considered of 
vast importaiM^e ; as tending to the civilization of 
that class of individuals, which might otherwise 
be abandoned to a state of ignorance and bar- 
barity. Yet do these great establishments, in 
many instances, fail in raoidering that benefit to 
the community, which might reasonably be ex- 
pected from the zealous exertions of philanthropy 



188 

an4 the tibeiality so pecsiUiur to the nstioii. In 
fiiie» the diffueioD of tisefkl instrucHoi^ aad the 
forobhing employmenltoi promote hehitB of indufi^ 
try, are the great essentials wantii^ to amend the 
numds, and ccmsequ^itly to prevent die growdi 
of crime. Idleness, it is generally agreed, is Hite 
root of all evil ; and in England, where there are 
so many noble receptacles for the ind^^it, it is 
deplorable to see die streets and villages so over^^ 
nia with dirty idle children, who, if Hiore diligent 
attention were bestowed in parochial regulati(»is, 
and a system of industry adc^ted in the schools 
and poor houses, might be eiabled to contribute 
to their own support, and beecme us^l laembers 
of society, rather than a burden on due country. 

In the public seminaries for poor children in 
Germany, they are not only taij^bt to read and 
writo, but are instructed in all kinds of useful em* 
ployments for their fixture baaefit. The girls are 
taugbt to knit and use their needle, and are exev* 
ckied in all sorts of household woA ; and al a 
proper age are sent out to service with a decent 
aimis^ ^^ gairments, iwi to feara, but to do the 
work of a servant. The boys axe instructed in 
(Afferent branches of tradey as theiar inclination 
may lead them, and the ]»oduce of thdr industry 
contributes to die eiiipport of the establishmei^ 
whence they derive their sowce» of future sup- 
port. What are here signalized by the appelta- 
tii» of Duteh toys, are chiefly mad^^ by German 
children at Nurauberg, and sent to HoHand, 
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where they find a ready market for exportation, 
as the Dutch merc^ant^ send a vast number of 
them to this country. While the bigger boys are 
employed in turnings tbf^ laser ones, with the aid 
of a knife, make the handles, spouts, &c. which 
they after stick on wttll gliie, and then ^ub them 
over with a little paint according to fancy. Those 
who are further ^vaoced^ are eqiplay^ in carv. 
ing the figures of animaia, instruments, &c. So 
from the youi^est to the eldest they are all con- 
stantly and usefully employed, excepting in the 
necessary time allotted for recreation and exercise. 
Nor are the Dutch less dilig^at in their atten- 
tion to the oc€iq;iatiQii& of their poor. Children are 
trained up to the same industrious habits which 
generally accoo^^aay thaoot throii^h life, and shed 
their influence over their moral conduct. In 
HpUaiMlf, robberies^ are rarely cQttmHicd, and in- 
staniEies^ of enmity sddow oceur . And tkioiigk tbe 
juice of tbe j.ttiupcflr is not keld in abhonfence fagr 
tibue natives, stiU never do tibey liidulge ta eaooess. 
ludeed it }^m been observed by travellers, that, 
they nievep by aay ohaaee jomt any mm. m the 
streets in a staA? of ia^bfirety, but the Taisbd(»igi> 
in£ U> th^ Britwh vesods iA tiiie harlNoiur. 
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NUMBER XXX- 



ON BBUCATION IN GENEBAL 



We find th' intent of Nature foii'd, 
A Tailor or a Batcher spoli'd. 



For parents^ to their offspring bilnd^ ' 
Consult nor parts nor turn of mind) 
But eY*n in infancy decree 
What thisy what t'other son should be. 



ALTHOUGH a system of universal education, 
indiscriminately bestowed, is allowed to be a 
general evil ; still, the happy effects of implanting 
religious and moral principles on the minds of 
youth, and the training them to virtuous and in- 
dustrious habits, are too obvious to be denied. 
The diffusion of such knowledge must be consi* 
dered as essential to the nation which adopts the 
plan, as it is gratifying to humanity and benevo- 
lence to ccmtribute to its support. But to see that 
kind of instruction neglected which is best calcu- 
lated to enable the poor and needy, when in health, 
to provide for themselves, is truly distressing.— 
^Tis a negligence that involves the i^ommunity at 
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large ; and an evil that calls aloud for the humane 
p-> exertions of some able individual to correct. Such 
exertions would effectually ameliorate the condi- 
m Hon of the poor, and reflect immortal honor on 
the noian whose ability and philanthropy could 
mature a plan of such importance to the state, as 
well as to the rising g'eneration. 

Children in general should be taught, surely, 
according to their condition and capacity ; but 
now that education is brought to such a pitch o£ 
refinement, it is no uncommon sight to behold the 
offspring of ignorance and vulgarity practising all 
the airs and graces of a fine lady, having attained 
a smattering of all (he elegant accomplishments 
suited to the higher classes of society ; while the 
progeny of more respectable members of the com- 
munity in less propitious circumstances are doom- 
ed to suffer all the mortifications that upstart 
consequence can inflict upon them. 

Petty farmers must needs send their darters to a 
polite seminary for young ladies^ to lam gram- 
mar ^ play the pione, and dance a cadril, because 
it gVes un such a hare to larn to dance. In the 
mesfff^ time the industrious psirc^ts^ at^ drudging 
sA hxme^ and complaining that the. times are< too 
hard, and taxes too higk^ to enable th^m to get an 
honest living by farming. At length Miss comes 
home from school quite accomplished ; but supe- 
rior to the business of a dairy; She cannot bear 
the fi^gue of malting butter or cheese — scorns tp 
.milk a cow*-ran4 abhcNra si farm-house altogetjier . 
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She in^iui<er», il^ all ^occa^oUBj hio^ MatBma 
can be so Tul^r-^-4fcat Papa can be such a fooM- 
bti9ther Will such a clod-pole— ^atid cbudn Dick 
Buch a clown. In short, the poor thing being 
'Over lamed for her ^tivatioH in life, is neither 
fit for cme thing nor another. She is ashamed of 
her parents — ^finds no companionable associates 
among her neighbours — and is in fact miserable, 
from being brought up with a contempt for the 
occupations for which nature intended her. 

Chandlers, bakers, and butchers, instead of 
making their children useful at home, paibk them 
off also to a boarding school, both to get them out 
of the way, and to fit them for a sitivation under 
Government, for there's no such thing as getting 
an honest livelihood by trade. " Jfohn^^^ who is 
named after the Member, '* shan't be drudging 
at a trade, I promise them — he shall have a place 
in the Customs ; and Charles, he shall be an Ex- 
cisemaUj or PU know the reason why. If they 
«e not both well-provided, for, and ishortly tdo, 
they shan't have my vote at the next dection— 4 
can promise them. Pve been at a fine expense 
for their edication to fit them for dch a sitha- 
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tioHy and Pm not going to let them be sarveh^s 
or hal^ working people aflter all ! " And thus ai^^ 
the offspring c( the present race, in every class of 
i90ciety, taught to aspire above their condition. 

The wealthy citizen is no longer able to Inreatlie 
in the fc^gy atmosphere that envelops St. Paul's 
and its neighbourhood, but must have a superb 
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e«tablishiiient in Portland Plaee, or Portman 
Square ; besides his country residence, which is 
risen from a cottage to a mansion ; to which at 
stated times ihit iMiiily repair • Bat what a 
change of seeiie! the enmii is insupportable. 
Jkui dK'idifficaahy of getting masters taMlend the 
dnldren is not to be sunnwntedf. As t^ Desi, 
he'tt uM stir, ftr loire nor money ; cmiseqamtly 
Au^fusla wflL not be perfect in that brilliant solo 
for the harp, which was intended for the ear of 
Royalty ;^<Hand Amelia wilt cut but a poor figure 
in the ^mdrilles next season at Almack's. 

At Ahnaric^s ! — ^Amelia Traffic cut a figure at 
Almaek's ! What will the Lady Patronesses say 
to^ such presumption } No matter — the trial must 
be made ; and a governess engaged who, in the 
absence of masters, can perfect the fair candidates 
for applause in their different accomplishments. 
Accordingly an adyertisement is drawn up, and 
despatched for insertion ; which, by good ma- 
Hi^ement, makes its appearance the following day 
in the Morning Post ; running thus :—-> 

' '* Wanted, by a Family on the ere of departure from Town, 
a finishiug Groveniess for two yonng Ladies who have just left 
achooU She must be abl0 to teath them English, French, and 
liatiaii grammatically, and be perfectly QCHiverscst in each. 
Music, Drawing, Writing and Arithmetic, History, Geogn^ 
phy and Astronomy, with the use of the Globes — and if she 
can gife them occasional lessons in Singing and Dancing, it will 
be the more agreeable. In addition to these usuitl branches of 
education, slle will be expected to cultivate a tasfe for Litera. 
inre and the fine Arts, and to improve h^Pupill^ in grace and 
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elfgmiC4^,^f manners. Thirty Bounds pier Annum, exclusive 
of waah^^g, will not be objected to; andtllf^ Lady will be aU 
lowed to associate with the family." 

, Wf^ ever any thing so preposterous ? Educa- 
ti0n ;l^ come, to a fine pitch, to be sure ! The 
ld()i^ bave just left schocJ, and vrmtB, finishing 
gOYcnuQss ! And thirty pounds per annum for 
siifphtfa<^mbiqation of talents*! . Should they be 
fyimd uj bne individual, she may indeed be thought 
qjus^lified to: associate with the femily. It sorely 
siurp^sa^ allthe wants of such k ilature that ever 
were, or.ever.will be wanted. The Traffics have 
f^m^psed a pretty tound siim by fair means or foul, 
9Qd seem tp know how. to take care of it, — ^if oiwb 
fW^y j^^ge, by the liberal offer made in the 
advcjttiseiif^nt above. Thus,, while the oflspring 
of a thriving Sni)>, w a noted Crispin, are edu- 
cated for the wives of noblemen, gentlemen of 
tijgh .birth ^j^d education are often doomed to place 
th^rsoos behind jtbe counter of a Mr. Twist or ia 
Mr. AU^icev to weigh a pound of soap or an ounce 
of tol)acco;-:and:.tp. behold their daughters filling 
the very desirable situation of governess or com- 
panions, and lavishing their talents on a race of 
illiberaUminded plebeians, who know not how to 
value th^n ; and are too apt to shew every indig- 
nity that purse-proud gentry are so capable of be- 
stowing on their superiors, wKen doomed by hard 
necessity to enter their abode. 

But after all, when these accomplished daugh- 
ters are brought out^ in all probability a negotia*- 



tion of greats interest will be entered upon, with 
some Spark of fashion ; who will immedia(fely |mt 
the hoarded cash into circulation, ^^nd^ ssqaaiiller 
it away, perhaps, in greater ha^te > tH^u ¥fr wai^ 
amassed. B^t no matter; the '\^hble^fmIlily'of 
the. Traffics tiave made a fkM coilectioni bv'iini 
posiDg CXI one, defrauding atnotheri, I aild •obfhging 
a third with the profits at ^^prett^hedvyahteresti * 

What then, Mi^. Barefavei' Doyoii really qieaifi 
to intimate tliat there are no tukiest traders in our. 
great conundrbial city ? ! ; ; t ? 

Not ekaictlyiao, i^itfaep';^but Edm ajit to.fear 
tbere are ijotiagi^at maiiiy,/toconfing to^ithe^e^ 
sent appearanoe .' of thttng^^ and Ithe repdrt<olf a 
km- indiyidudls of luishakeB integriit/y amd honor ; 
who declare that business is caniM km in> i^udh a 
trwfush way at- present, >! that the fairitigenuoiis 
dealer has! m chance whatever M gettmg forward 
inthewcM^ld. Such men mu^t, ^therefore, tetire 
and leave their families to provide for th^nselves; 
or they must adopt- the plan of making money, 
'^honestly if the^ can; bitf at ail events to 
make money ;^^ otherwise they^U soon beout* 
witted by their neighbours, and ruin must be the 
conseqiiclnce. 

So hi^ an opinion? had Sir . Justus Earnest of 
commercial integrity^ that he lias more than once 
openly declared, not one of his sons should ever 
have any thing to do with traffic ; for this very 
reason,—'' 'twas next to impossible' ' he said, 



" for an holiest man to make any Agure in the 
world by it.^^ 

It is to be hoped) however, tlmt the ibonorabte 
Baronet, though so scrupulously just in his prim 
ciples, was, for t)nce, a little out in his judgment. 
Be that as it may, tbe great dieatie q£ feshion of 
the present day would certainly not be so miuch 
crowded with Jiguranies of e^wy deseription, iif 
the profits of trade were limited by honesrtrf and 
justice ; — nor woidd your tailored bill be qoiAe so 
high, Mr. Dandy ; — -neither ^ould ywr shoe^ 
maker drive his t^urride witib a pair of faeandful 
bays, and an dlegandy dressed female by his inde^ 
unless he levied a pretty h!%h fine^uiioft '^yim wA 
yoiur oompanioDB^ to enable him to do to% ' It may 
well foie said tfaie world^« tiimfed topsytimiy , fdr 
the rage iTor grandeur infects every class of^gmii^ty\ 
fiach tries io outdo hisneighbour* wd a wealthy 
t'rader may n6w be seen living in splendor and 
luxury, quite eqiml to the first Nobles of the land^ 
and £aur superior to die wdl-bom and best^fcred 
OeiMry of the timba* The enoditailigeoiimt^ ti^ 
ilieet Mth emboldens tfiem to assume upon 4iieir 
Wealth >--4hey get a box at the opera ;**-drive out 
bn a Sunday, not in an humble gig, as formerly, 
to take the air after beii^ confined a wedc bdiind 
the counter, but to cut a doMh in a suparb <^ar- 
tiage, and an equipage suitable wiilh modem 
grandeur. And thus they make their way in 
circles where their forefaithem would not have 
been admitted to stand behind a chair ! ! 
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mn Uius, without being covered . Cooke Drudgy ,^ 
says he, beckoning her from the pige» and poultry, 
^ put on your silk pelisse, and here's a beautiful 
ribbon for your bonnet, fit for any lady in the 
land.' '' 

f* Well, have it your own way. Dame. If she 
must go to schod, I suppose she must ; and we 
must maker the Captain and his brother i^cara 
pay for it, by hook or by crooht as the saying ia^ 
Bhe'll be out of harm's way, at any rate." 

Accordingly the butter basket was, from that 
day, handed over to Jack, A rodicule quickly 
supplied its place, dangling, with graceful negli- 
gence, on the arm that could no longer endure the 
weight of eggs ; and Drudgy w^s packed off to 
school the ensuing Michaelmas, with her silk pe- 
lisse and colours flying in all directicms, And 
oh ! what a wonderful change did a few short 
months produce. When Miss came home for the 
Jiolidays, she was entirely devoted to her books-^ 
to her toilette — ^to her writing desk — and to her 
evening rambles, Her fwmer companions were 
beneath her notice, and she held in utter con* 
tempt the mean occupations of a dairy ; her miod 
was already too enlightened for such menial em? 
ployments. And being a girl of ready apprehea^ 
^ion, two years, according to her own decision^ 
completed her education ; at the expiration Qf 
which time she came auty quite accomplished, 
She GOttld wait;; with the heroes who defended tM 

xoast ; she could d^mre a quadrille f^ thfi fH^Ufm 
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t^ their indnstry and frtigality, afibrded (hem not 
only the necessaries, but the comforts, and even 
the luxnRies of life. Ii^ fine, dieir indefatigable 
exertionB, during the ^eat military harvest that 
smikd anmnd the different stations of the ifarriors 
to whom they were indebted for their prosperity ; 
80M enabled them to release their daughter from 
die occupations to which sAie bad been accn»- 
toined, and to send her to a neighbooring board- 
ing school, to learn to dance, and read, and write, 
and play, agreeably to her inclination. 

^' I should bke to give her a litde laming^ poor 
thing ; — 'tis a hard case not to be able to do like 
other folks, ^' said the good Dame to her husbaiid 
one day^ as they were filling ^ bsdket with eggs, 
butter, and poultry, for the daughter to catry to 
market. '' She's been a good girl hitherto. See^ 
Master^ how nicely she^ made up the butter, and 
how plump the chicken are ! — they're all of her 
own rearing. She's na notion of being outdone 
hy her neighbours* — nor more she slmn^ neiUier ; 
fitar goi to school she shi^l, an that's poz.'^ 

" Go to the D ^1, Dame ! Why who's to g6 

to noarket? who's to make the butter ^who^'s to 
&ed the pigs ? and who^s to rear the poultry ?'^ 

'' Ob ! leaiire that to me^I'U do all that ;" re- 
pbte (he good-natured mother; ' 'Captain O' Flirty 
said birt the ether ds^ 'twas a shame to keep her 
so hard at work — ^ fetch her in directly,' says he, 
' and let her dress hersdf for a walk with me. ;-~ 
why she'U be as Inrown as a berry exposed to the 
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modern divinities who are possessed with a mania 
for heathenish practices. Abigalia, Letticia, Do- 
rothea, Magdalena, Charlotta, and Drudgena^ 
are sounds thai; yibrate on the senses, and put the 
limibs in double mbticm. But what effect can the 
vile abominable cry of Sukey — ^Abigail— Letty — 
J)nldge-~or Dolly, produce upon the heaVy leaden 
he^ls of tbode ."wbo are doomed by God-mothers to 
ans wet* to i such hideous names ? They must be 
Italianjized or Frenchified ; ihe effect will then be 
brilliant ! , Effect is every thing ! so every thing 
muat \hai^\^ect. And by enchantment leaden 
h^ls may tutn to leathered wings, and with their 
victimSf fly away. 

But what a digression ! When authors are once 
upcHi the wing, pressed forward by a sudden revo- 
lution in the upper regions, — away they go ! and 
sometimes fly they know not whither ; losing half 
their wits before they can find their way back to 
the spot from whence they took their departure } 
IVay then have pity, good stranger, on their lost 
condition,, and greet, them kindly on their sale 
return.' .' // '• -y . . - - :, ■.. ' • •' * • 

fVoftd* a iieat little -farm^ the r^idenoe^of'Drudi' 
geila's parents, was tfai^ ^ digression madeV > T& 
this neibt. little farm,:then, must iheauthdrii^om, 
or the' daughter* will be fied. She already feels u 
disgust fbr the occupaticnid to which «he was bred, 
and decides she will no longer assist in the drud- 
gery of a farm-^house.: Her parents are hobest; 
hard-working people, whose well-cultivated acres 



t^ their tndnstry and frtigality, afibrded (hem not 
only the necessaries, but the comforts, and even 
the luxuries of life. In fine, dMir inde&tigable 
exertions, during the great military harvest thai 
smikd anmnd the different stations of the irarriors 
to whom they were indebted for their prosperity ; 
sodit enabled them to release their daughter from 
die occupations to which sAie bad beeii aecn»- 
totaoed, and to send her to a neighbouring board- 
ing school, to learn to dance, and read, and write;, 
and play, agreeably to her inelination. 

^' I should hke to give her a litde laming, poor 
thing ; — 'tis a hard case not toi be able to do like 
other folks,^' said the good Dame to her husband 
one day^ as they were filling ^ basket with eggs, 
butter^ and poultry, for the daughter to carry to 
market. ^^ She's been a good giri hitherto. See^ 
Master, how mcely she^ made up the butter, and 
how plum.p the chicken are 1-^bey're all of her 
own rearing. She's no notion of being outdone 
hy her Beighbours<-<— nor more she shan^ neither ; 
&r goi to school she shall, an that's poz.'^ 

" Go to the D ^1, Dame ! Why who^s to go 

to noarket? who's to make the butter i who^^s to 
£eed the pigs ? and who's to rear the poultry ?'^ 

'' Ob ! leave that to me^I'll do all that ;" re^ 
phte (he good-natured mother; ^^GaptaiaO' Flirty 
sfetid bi^ the ether ds^ 'twas a shame to keep her 
so hard at work — ^ fetch her indirectly,' says he, 
' and let her dress hersdf for a walk with me. ;•— 
why she'll be as Inrown as a berry exposed to the 
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mn Uius, without being covered . Come Drudgy ,^ 
says he, beckoning her from the pige» and poultry, 
^ put on your silk pelisse, and here's a beautiful 
ribbon for your bonnet, fit for any lady in the 
land.' '' 

" Well, have it your own way, Dame. If she 
must go to school, I suppose she must ; and we 
must make the Captain and his brother officars 
pay for it, by hook or by crooht as the sayifig ia^ 
IShe'll be out of harm's way, at any rate." 

Accordingly the butter basket was, from that 
day, handed over to Jack, A rodieule quickly 
(Wpplied its place, dangling, with graceful n^li^ 
gence, on the arm that could no longer endure the 
weight of eggs ; and Drudgy w^s packed off to 
school the ensuing Michaelmas, with her silk pe- 
lisse and colours flying in all directicms, And 
oh ! what a wonderful change did a few short 
mcmths produce. When Miss came home for the 
Jiolidays, she was entirely devoted to her books-^ 
to her toilette — ^to her writing desk — and to h^r 
evening rambles, Her fwmer companims were 
beneath her notice, and she held in utter con* 
tempt the mean occupations of a dairy ; her utind 
Wis already too enlightened for such menial enir 
ployments. And being a girl of ready appreheiv 
^ion, two years, according to her own decision^ 
completed her education ; at the expiration qf 
which time she came auty quite accon^plished, 
She could wait;; with the heroes who defended tM 

coast ; she could d^mre a quadrille f^ ii^fi pl^tUm 
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as^eiiibly ; and «hd could foot it^ away most admi^ 
rably on ^ihe deck of a seventy-ftmr, to the lively 
Guiles of *' Speed the Ploc^h'^ or '' MoUy put the 
Kettle on. '^ She could play "the Devil among 
the Tailors'* too, and a variety of other pretty airs^ 
if the ^humour seized her. > In short, she had a 
smaitering of all ^he necessary attainments for a 
kriy* bf distinc^on — and a lady of distinction she 
m*taii«ily beCime/AWith a pretty f^e, a sprightly 
disposiffoti; and a tolejrafole share of confidlsnc^, 
^emad^ her way from one family to another^ and 
4t lehgth ingratiated herself into the affections ctf 
a firrt rate Dandy, when on a visit to one of her 
scliool-fellows. 

^^ And DOW, with ready tongue, he sings 
Unmeaning, soft, resistless things ; 
With vows, and deinme's, skili'd to woo 
As other pretty fellows do." 

The superficial attainments displayed by the 
young Lady, with that 6ase and air of indepehd- 
ence that, in former days; peculiarly belonged to 
the higher class ; and her reverting, now and 
then, to the gay festivities of the country round 
about her native ' dwelling ; deceived rtie gay 
adventurer into ia firm belief that she was thte 
daughter of some wealthy ^Squire, and gave him 
A longing to share with her the joys of rural 
retirement . 

Miss; oh her part, having lib mean opinion of 
her personal charms and powers of pleasing, con- 
cluded he was bound in h6r chains for ever ; and 
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ran Uius, without being Govered . Come Drudgy ,^ 
says he, beckoning her from the pigti and poultry « 
^ put on your silk pelisse, and here's a beautiful 
ribbon for your bonnet, fit for any lady in the 
land.' '' 

f * Well, have it your own way, Dame. If she 
must go to schod, I suppose she must ; and we 
must make the Captain and his brother i^cars 
pay for it, by hook or by crooht as the saying i»f 
IShe'll be out of harm's way, at any rate." 

Aiccordingly the butter basket was, from that 
day, banded over to Jack, A rodicule quickly 
(Wpplied its plade, dangling, with graceful negli^ 
gence, on the arm that could no longer endure the 
weight of eggs ; and Drudgy w^s packed off to 
school the ensuing Michaelmas, with her silk pe- 
lisse and colours flying in all directicms, And 
oh ! what a wonderful change did a few short 
m<mths produce. When Miss came home for the 
Jiolidays, she was entirely devoted to her books-^ 
to her toilette — ^to her writing desk — and to h^T 
evening rambles, Her fwmer companions were 
beneath her notice, and she hdd in utter con- 
tempt the mean occupations of a dairy ; her inind 
Wis already too enlightened for such menial enob 
ployments. And being a girl of ready apprehea^ 
^ion, two years, according to her own decision, 
completed her education ; at the expiration qf 
which time she came out^ quite acooinplished, 
She could wait;; with the heroes who defended tbd 
coast ; she copld dance a quadrille 9i tl)fs ^lectiicv) 
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asseiiibly ; acid «hd txmld foot it^ away most admi* 
rabiy on 4!he deck of a seventy-ftnir; to the lively 
^uiieg of *' Speed the Plough*^ or " MoHy put the 
K-ettleonV^ She could play ^^ the Devil among 
the Tailors'* too, and a variety of other pretty airs^ 
if the 'humour seized her. > In short, she had a 
smaitering of all ithe nec^saiy attainments for a 
kriy'bf distinction — and a lady of distinction she 
cfchaAAly beCime/AWith aprertyfice, a sprightly 
disposiffoti; and a tolerable share of confidienc^, 
^e'mad^ h^v way from one family to another, and 
*t lehgth'irtgrtitiated hei*self into the affections ctf 
a first rate Dandy, when on a visit to one of her 
sdhool-fellows. 

^^ And now, with ready tongue, he sings 
Unmeaning, soft, resistless things ; 
With vows, and demme's, skili'd to woo 
As other pretty fellows do«" 

The superficial attainments displayed by the 
young Lady, with that 6ase and air of independ- 
ence that, in former days; peculiarly belonged to 
the higher class ; and her reverting, now and 
then, to the gay festivities of the country round 
about her native dwelling; deceived tfie gay 
adventurer into a firm belief that she was thte 
daughter of some wealthy 'Squire, and gave him 
A longing to share with her the joys of rural 
retirement. 

Miss; oil her part, haVirig Ab mean opinion of 
her personal charms and powers of pleasiAg, in- 
cluded he was bound in h^r chains for ever ; and 
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having no inclination to conceal ber aocompK^b- 
ments under the roof of a, farm house, she con- 
sented to a secret alhance, when, upon socfa 



he proposed to lead her to the hymeneal 
under pretence that his parents had anather lady 
in view for him, who, though posseaeed of mil- 
lions, would never be half so fair, nor half 90 ridi. 
in his estimation, as the lovely, the all-acein»- 
plished Drudgena. 

Thus deceived and deceiving^ idid she enter the 
matrimonial bands with an accomplished TiDam 
and a worthless prodigal — ^who fcMr this bst act of 
temerity had nothing to look forwaid to but a 
prison — and an awful transitien frfxathe hymeneal 
altar, to the halter he had prepared for himself, by 
^^ding the fkir Drudgena before-hs fint lawfbl 
bomptoiob'had'Tetired to her -peaeefof borne. ' 
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NUMBER XXXli. 



^000i 



dlt THE NEWS OF TOE DAYi 



liiPiRtiirBMCE at firftt is bbine 
With heedless slight, or smiles of scoro ; 
'feis^d into wrath, what patience l>ears 
The Qoivf fool who perseveres? 



Mikafi 



tHE Times, the BritiBh Pi^ss, or the Mdmiog 
PoeX} vocifemted ycHing ]\&^ Classic as be eDtered 
the breakfast parlour, holding up three newspa- 
t>ers in one hand, and Clasping a bundle of pamph- 
lets, magazines, and epistolary packets in the 
Mher, which he threw down upon the table, oba 
serving— ^"thefre Cousin, there^s food for the mind 
as well as the body— 4hat^s the best fare, after 
hll.^^ 

" Well, then, feed away, Cousin, till you are 
sutisfied, and leave me to the meaner part of the 
Ipepast}^^ replied the Lady, "for I have been 
twice round the shrubbery this mcnning, and find 
that my animal spirits want first recruiting with 
some of the substantials, though they seem to be 
but secondary tonsiderations with you/^ 
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'^ That ^8 because you've sharpened your appe- 
tite moire than your wit, with your walk, &ir 
Lady, or else youM perceive that I am as much 
inclined as yourself to partake of the good things 
you have provided, in order to give a higher re* 
lish to the mental part of the fare \ which, you'll 
please to observe, I said — ^was the best — after 
all.'' 

'* Come, I give you credit for that, Mr. Classic. 
What a happy turn !— an idea well adapted to 
your taste Pm sure — and quite worthy of the Sage 
who pronounced it. Pl^y what says the British 
Press, Mr. Classic ? ypu seem deeply interested*'* 

" Not at all. I Waft merely casting my eye over 
the MuLfuM tN Parvo, and the paragraphs^'' 

'' Why that's all that's worth reading, in ge^ 
neral. Pray how is the King ?" 

" The King !— Let me see ; oh !— ' The King 
took an airing this morning, attended by Sit 
B. JBloomfieldj through Hyde Park. Hia 
JUajesty was greeted by a smiling multi^ 
tude, and appeared in Excellent health and 
spirits.' " 

'' Well, Pm glad to hear that— 4br John BalPs 
a surly dog sometimes ; and very apt to snarl 
though you do but look at him, whai he's not 
pleased." 

^' He only means to shew that he's thorough 
bred, Cousin, and ready to stand in his own de- 
fence if you attack him too roughly. His nature's 
not bad, though he looks so fierce." 



206 

" Fierce you may well say, for he's always 
growling at something or other-^-and it is no easy 
matterto qniet him, whatever you may think of 
his nature. Why it was but the other day, that 
the SpitaUfields weavers presented a petition to 
the throne, praying relief, and beseeching His Ma- 
jesty to prohibit foreign manufactured goods/' 

" Well, and what was the consequence ?'' 

" Why His Majesty, in the first place, very 
generously subscribed a thousand pounds towards 
their relief; and shortly after gave an order to the 
•manufacturers of the said Spital-fields, for the ta^ 
pestiy and hangings for the state apartments in 
Windsor Castle. And after all their praying, and 
growling, and grumbling, one of the manufigic- 
turers must need send a part of the order to be 
executed at Lyons! which circumstance, how- 
ever!, reaching His Majesty's ear, directions were 
itfiniedi^tely issued, that the goods should be 
^v\'ought, if at all^ in this country: Can ahy 
thing" be" more inconsistent than these 'thorough 
Wed animals, as you caW them, are at times? 
Do you think they deserve the encourag'emient^the 
King has always given to home manufactories ? 
■Had His .Majesty sent the order to Lyons, instead 
of the'artificer, what kind of a nature, think ye, 
would Mr. Mastiff have manifested then towards 
his Sovereign V^ 

" Why really, you run on with such a stririg'of 
qiiestioiis, my dear Cousin, 'tis impossible to re- 
ply to any of them/^ 



"I know it**-diey are unanswerable ! So go 
on with the news, will you ?'* 

" News !— why you donH expect to find news in 
the papers surely ? They are filled with any thing 
but news now. Here's The Budget — Poet's 
Corner^ — ^Chit Chat at home — Chit Chat 
ABROAD — March' of Intellect — Bon Mots 
— ^Conundrums — Address to Correspond- 
ents— sage remarks by the Royal editor, accopd- 
ing to the proM^ that is invariably used — and in 
fine, everything but niews. 

MuLTtJM IN Parto. 

** The King is still at St. Jameses. — -Workmen 
bifeily etapteyed at' Windsor. — ^Duke of Clarence 
gone to Portsmouth • — Improvements going on in 
the Navy. — ^Duke of Sussex distributed prizes 
at the arts and sciences — '^ 

*' Bravo ! — ^If things go on at this rate, genius 
meeting with encouragement, and merit with re- 
ward ; the arts will soon revive ; and England ^s 
Navy, thfe hope and proud bulwark of the coun- 
try, win recover her strength . If promotions are 
made without regard to talent, skill, or length of 
iservice, what is there to sustain the supremacy<rf 
thfe British flag, in the hour of danger? Tlie 
system of partial patronage, and leaving e:jfperi'- 
enced 'and meritorious officers^ who hate no fflte^ 
rest at Court, to langiiish in obscurity, could ndt 
be continued^ M^itht)ut rllito to the public service.^^ 

'^< Wm^ttfi^ tfti^'fifftia^bqBy; yWtt go cfn to thfe 
'pttra^ra^^pfe^ha^?*' '^^i' -/ 
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'^ Trade is very dull. — ^Riote in the manufactur- 
ing districts. — Nothing to be done in the maaey 
market. — Green peas sold for twenty-five shil- 
Ungs per pint in Covent Garden last week. — 
Something new daily expected from the pen of 
Lady Morgan. — ^Duke of Wellington rode through 
Hyde Park yesterday .—*Don Miguel todc his de? 
parture. — ^Dinner given to Lord Melville at Ports* 
mouth last wedt. — ^^^ 

^' Very interesting indeed, I hope the parties 
had a pleasant ride and a good appetite ; and that 
you will, presently, let me hear something more 
amusing.'^ 

'^Patience, Cousin, patience. All in good 
time ;— ^I like to go on regularly. You must learo 
to take things as you find them ; good, bad, or 
indifferent.^' 

^^ March of Intjbllbct.— ^At a dinner lately 
given to Lord Mildton and his suite at Ports* 
mouth, one of his Lordship's attendants, not re* 
markable for his diffidence, and seemingly not 
aware of the respect due to nobility, and mwe 
particularly in public, which is the only excuse 
we can make for him ; took up his glass and 
looking at his Lordship as he held it between hip 
finger and thumb— -^ Mildton, a glass of wine?' 
said he, with all the fattiiliarity of an equal. His 
Lordship most condescendingly bowed assentr-r 
filled his glass— ^and drank it ofl^, widiout betray-r 
ing any partic^ar symptmd c^ disapproliation, 
Presently a young MidshipsMia at the loww end 
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of the table, who had observed the countenance 
of his Lordship, and the presumption of the chal- 
lenger ; taking up his glass, and addressing the 
Secretary in the same £saniliar way — * Crawley,^ ♦ 
said he, ' a glass of wine ?* J. W. Crawky, Esq. 
M. P. not having that self-possession peculiar to 
high birth, poured a few drops of wine reluctantly 
into his glass, with indignation marked upon his 
brow ; which the young Midshipman observing — 
* Come come, Crawley, that will never do,^ said 
he, 'fill your glass; — Siecs and Middies, you 
know, never object to a bumper !^^* — -JETamp- 
skire Chronicle. 

" March of intellect, indeed !— It reminds me. 
Cousin, of a story I have heard of Farinelli, whose 
presumption was almost equal to this gentleman's, 
in consequence of his being admitted into the 
company of his superiors. However, he had a 
pretty severe reprimand at last. 

'* Farinelli was a subject of the Duke of Modena. 
When in London, and the tide of his popularity 
was at its height, he made no scruple of treating 
the very first of our Nobility with the most unce- 
remonious rudeness. The Duke of Modena hap- 
pened to be in England at this period ; and being 
expected one evening at Northumberland House, 
for the amusement of his Serene Highness, Fari- 
nelli was also invited . At the very moment, how- 
ever, of his expected arrival, he sent a message 

* This Gentleman, we anderstand, is a Member of the Crawlej Family so 
well depicted in Ladjr Morgan^s Florekcb M'Cabthy. 

2 E 
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that he was engaged at Lady Coventry's, and 
could not come. 

" Upon receiving the message, the Duke of 
Northumberland was much disconcerted, and 
made many apologies to the Duke of Modena. 
Upon which His Serene Highness, inunediately 
beckoning to one of his suite, — ^ Go and tell Pari- 
nelli to come here immediately,' said he. 

^Mh a short time Farinelli made his appear- 
ance ; and upon his entrance, all the company, 
except the Duke of Modena, rose from their seats, 
and a chair was handed him . 

"*What! my Lord Duke,' said His Serene 
Highness, ' do you suffer a public Singer to sit in 
your presence ? Go, Farinelli,' continued he, 
* and stand in yonder corner, and sing one of your 
best songs, and in your best manner.' 

" Accordingly Farinelli obeyed ; and acquitted 
himself in his very best style. When he had done, 
the Duke made a motion to him to retire. Upon 
which Farinelli bowed most respectfully to the 
company, and withdrew." 

^^ And glad enough to make his escape, I should 
suppose ;" observed Mr. Classic. " I wonder if 
His very Serene Highness would allow Christian 
burial to such an offender upon returning to his 
native land to riest his bones ? A little tyrannical, 
methinks. That would not exactly suit the inde- 
pendent spirit of a British subject." 

*' Perhaps not ; — ^but. if British subjects of no 
repute will presume upon their good fortune and 
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the indulgence they meet with from persons of 
rank, they must expect some time or other to be 
chastised for their assurance. The growth of 
insolence, and consequence, and pride, among 
the purse-proud gentry of the present age, is 
really appalling. And between you and I, — I 
think it is full time that it should be checked a 
little.^^ 

^^ And I think it is full time for the break&st 
things to be sent away ; so PU ring if you please^^^ 
returned Mr. Classic, '^ for I shall not get through 
the papers till midnight, at this rate. . The great 
Alfred, you may recollect. Cousin, allowed him- 
setf but half an hour for his meals. Now, as you 
seem to have such an aversion from encroach, 
pients on the good order of society, I wonder you 
are not a Utile more economical of your time. 
Pm afraid, too, you lavish it away in more in- 
stances than one.^' 

" Pm afraid so too, my worthy Cousin. But 
never mind ; — one man's loss is another's gain. 
So my exteavagance may serve to amuse those 
who want to kill the enemy ; and if they should 
reflect a little on my follies, they may turn them, 
perhaps, to their own advantage.'' 

" Which paper will you take while I look over 
the debates ? They are very interesting just now ; 
but I suppose you don't care much about them?" 

" Not a pin ; — give me the Post, if you please ; 
I shall see something of the fashions and the fash- 
ionables there. The scurrility of the Times is 
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past endurance ; and the freedom of the British 
Press is so tainted with licentiousness, that -^^ 

" Oh ! that^s Uberty, Cousin ! British liberty; 
the pride and boast of the nation ! '^ 

^^A mere illusion, Mr« Classic, and a most 
mischievous evil. I wouldn^t spend a sixpence 
for the purchase of a seditious pamphlet, or a dis- 
loyal poem, though replete with wit and humour^ 
were I as rich as Crcesus. E^en from Peter Pin- 
dar himself should my mite be withheld/^ 

"Hold your tongue, Simpleton, do;— *^whal 
should you know about such things ? The free- 
dom of the British press, as well as the British 
subject, has been the admiration df all the worid 
for ages V^ 

" Y cS" so have our laws and government^ Mr. 
Wiseacre ; and they might justly be so, were thfey 
properly executed and r^ulated. But stop a 
little ;--«in all probability we shall soon see things 
on their old footing. When men of ability and 
national spirit are placed at the head of afi^rs, ive 
may reascwiably look forward to a general r^foi*^ 
maticm ; as well in men and manners^ an in the 
State. The Right Honorable Secretory for the 
Home Department, for example, is labouring with 
all his strength, for flie good of the community at 
lai^e.— The Duke of Wellington is indefatigable 
in his exertions ; and, accordibg to Mr. Editor ^s 
account— *he acts tho^ he leaves others to talk.'^ 

"Well, I wishyoti wouldnH talk quite sd much, 
my dear Cousin ; but leave me to go on with this 
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incomparable speech of Brougham's, that took 
him more than six hours in the delivery ! — there's 
a man for you!" 

" Yes, he's certainly a man of wonderful abili- 
ties ; — ^but I think, notwithstanding, we are rather 
indebted to Mr. Peel for this speech ; though Mr. 
Brot^ham merits the thanks ctf the pilbU<^, modt 

assuredly, for sb pdWeifillly aidihg tod assisting 
towards the completion of a work of such national 
importance." 

" Well, think as you please, my dear Cousin. 
I can only say that female politiciahs have mighty 
queer notions sometimes. So do let me recom-* 
mend you to amuse yourself a little with the fash- 
ions and the fashionables in the Morning Post." 

" Very well, give it me then — ^but 'twas impos- 
sible to read while the man was clattering about 
the cups and saucers, and poking the fire out. He 
hasn't left a spark, I declare !" 

" Never mind, fair Cousin, you'll find plenty 
among the fashionables !" 

"Is that intended for something new, Mr. 
Classic } It partakes of the wit displayed 6n the 
tongue and brains of a calPls hestd, at all events."' 
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NUMBER XXXIII 



ON BVULS, AND THE BOSAPPUCA- 

TION OF WORDS. 



Rtdtcale has greater powV 
To reform the world than sour. 



I may storm and rage in Tain ; 

It but stapifies your brain. 

But with raillery to nettle, 

Sets your thoughts upon their mettle ; 

GiTes Imagination scope; 

Never lets your mind elope. 



^' LONDON Fashions, from Ackerman^s Repo- 
sitcnry, much the same as last month. Bonnets a 
I'ombrage, trimmed with couleurs de PAarc en 
ciel. As to the general remarks on dress, they 
are too ridiculous. So interwoven with technical 
terms and abstruse phrases, that they are totally 
incomprehensible to every one but a professor of 
the modish arts ; so I may as well pass them 
over/^ — ^murmured Philomatha. 
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^^ His Majesty, with his usual consideration for 
his loving subjects, has requested that the ladies 
who mean to attend the Drawing Room on Thurs- 
day, will appear entirely in British manufactures.^^ 

*^ The disturbances at Manchester are, in some 
measure, subsided ; and most of the rioters have 
returned peaceably to their employers.'^ 

" We have recently seen a most beautiful spe- 
cimen of the great improvement made in English 
Leghorn bonnets.'^ — Provincial Gazette. 

** And sure now,'^ says Paddy, " if an English- 
man were bom in Ireland, heM just be after mak- 
ing as many blunders as any Irishman in the 
world, or any where else. Now I should very 
well like to know how an English can be a Leg- 
horn bonnet, Mr. Editor? and whether cloth 
made in Belfast or in Scotland is one and the 
same thing ? For I observed the other day that 
a Linen-draper in Oxford Street had notified, by 
a placard on his window, — Scotch Irish sold 
HERE ! Now this is mighty odd, thought I ; and 
in Ireland, sure, we would never believe that Irish 
was Scotch, or that Scotch was Irish. But in 
England nobody seems to doubt it !^^ 

Do not some of our learned Senators commit a 
similar blunder in the misapplication of the word 
Catholic? This cannot pix«eed from want of 
knowing better, at all events ; but custom has to- 
lerated the use of the word in a very wrong sense ; 
and, in all probability, it will creep into our 
dictionaries a few years hence, with quite a new 
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meaning aiwexed to it. Neither Sheridan, WaU 
](er, Qor Johnsop, inform us that Catholic has in 
view but Qi\e particular sect ; though, from the 
general acceptation of the word, many are led into 
that error ; ^nd others give into it with their eyes 
wide open, and in oppositicm to their clearer 
senses. These Lexicographers most decidedly 
aver, that the term Catholic means universal ; 
^d consequently relates to the whole body of 
Christians, and ipcludes e^\ its inembi^«, whether 
Greeks, Romans, Germany, ' Scotch, Irish, or 
English. Yet so generally is the word used to 
denote that sect which belongs exclusively to the 
church of Rome, that even Peers, as well as the 
Members of the Lower House, not excepting Bi- 
shops, Priests, and Deacons, injudiciously ad(^t 
the phrase, in debating what is called the Catho- 
lic Question ; and incessantly recur to the 
Catholic Emancip$ition, the Catholic Claims, the 
Cs^tholic Petitions, the Catholic tenets, &c, Even 
the press tolerates the usage of the term ; and it 
is no uncommon thing for the learned editors of 
pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines, to talk of 
Irish Roman Catholics, and English lioman Ca- 
tholics, in allusion to the members of the Romish 
church. 

A flock of geese, or she^, are generally ob- 
served to follow t|ie same course ; and yet, occa- 
sionally, one more sagacious than the rert, will 
wander from his dull companions and lead the 
way to better pasture. Shall animals then, that 



may be classed above the cackling <h* baaing 
tribe, for ever pace the ^ame dull common track, 
without an effort to improve their way ? 

These blundering bulls, for aught we know, 
may lead to mischiefs yet unseen. '4s it not one 
of the chief articles of your creed to believe in the 
Holy Catholic Church ?^^ asks Mr. Legate in his 
anxiety to allure you to. the .Romish doctrines, 
^' and do you not constantly pray for the good es-^ 
tate of the Catholic Church ? and yet you will not 
declare yourself a Catholic/^ 

"A Catholic ? — ^I would not be a Catholic for all 
the world^^ — ejaculated honest John Bull. " I 
hate the Catholics, and will never pray again for 
the Catholic Church as long as I live, or say that 
I believe in it more, if, as you declare, it only 
refers to the Popish Religion. ^^ 

Not that John Bull actually dislikes any indi- 
vidual because he is a Romanist, though he is apt 
to express himself so oddly ; ^tis the profession, 
not the person, he objects to. He cannot endure 
the idea of encountering a Pope^s bull, and I 
verily believe that all the bulls in the nation would 
be horrified and set up a roar at the approach of 
such a monster, though they do but laugh at an 
Irish bull, and occasionally imitate his natural 
propensity to set other bulls in a roar, 

" Well there^s not much news in the paper, 

sure enough,^^ said Philomatha, after scanning 

over a few paragraphs. " Nothing but accidents, 

murders, robberies, and atrocious attacks of every 

2f 
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description . Catholic Meetiiigs— Meetings of the 
Bible Society— «aid all kinds of Meetings for the 
Suppi^ion of Vice ; and yet crimes seem to 
abound more than ever. Oh! by the way I must 
just take a peep at Poet*B Comer/* 



FOETRT. 

(from swings DISCRIFTION OF THB LSOIOIT CLUB.) 

As I Stroll the citj, oft I 
Sp7 a ballding large and loffy, 
Not a bow-shot from the College, 
Half the Globe from sense and knowledge ; 
By the prudent Architect, 
Plac'd against the Church direct ;- 
Making good my 6randame*s jest. 
Near the Church^^yovL know the rest. 

Toil us what this pile contains ? 
Many a head that holds no bruns. 
These Demoniacs let me dab 
With the name of Legion Clab» 



TIM AND THE FABLES, 

(fBOM THB TBMTH IMT^LLIOBNCEB.) 

In Lucas's by chance there lay 
The Fables writ by Mr. Gay. 
Tim set the volume on a table. 
Read over here and there a Fable ; 
And found, as he the pages twirPd, 
The Monkey wha had seen the World : 
For Tonson had, to help the sale, 
Prefixed a Cut to ej^ry Tale. 
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The Monkey was completely dresti 

The Beau in all his airs exprest 

Tim with surprise and pleasure staring, 

Ran to the glass, and then comparing 

fits own sweet figure with the Print, 

Distinguished ev'ry feature in't. 

The twist, the squeeze, the rump, (he fidge in all, 

Just as they look'd In tlie original. 

" 'Tis atrue copy, I'll say that for't; 

^^ I well remember when I sat for't. 

^^ My erery face, at first I knew it, 

^^ Just In the dress the Painter drew it.'* 

Tim, with his likeness deeply smitten, 

Would read what underneath was written. 

The merry tale, with moral grave : 

He now began to storm and rave ;— - 

^ The cursed ▼lllain I now I see 

^' This was a libel meant at mei 

'^ Those Scribblers grow (fio bold of late, 

^' Against us Ministers of State J 

*^ Such Jacobites as he deserre,— 

•*< D me, I say they^ ought to starye.** 



(trom ths beasts* confession.) 

If hen Bea^s could speak, (the learned say 

They still can do so every day,) 

It seems they had Religion then. 

As much as now we find In men. 

It happened when a Plague broke out, 

(Which therefore made them more devout) 

The King of Brutes (to make it plain, 

Of Quadrupeds I only mean) 

By proclamation gave command 

That ev'ry Subject in the Land 

Should to the Priest confess their sins; 

And thus the pious Wolf begins :— 



*^ Good father, I must own with sh&md^ 
*' That often I have been to blame ; 
^' I must confess on Friday last, 
<^ Wretch that I was, I broke my fast. 
*^ Bat I defy the basest tongue 
^^ To prove I did my Neighbour wrong ; 
*^ Or ever went to seek my food 
*^ By rapine, theft, or thirst of blood.*' 



And now for— • 

TBE BUD€rET« 

" The first act by which Don Mignel betrayect 
his absolute intentions, was the publication of a 
decree, without reference to the Legislature, on 
the subject of smuggling corn into Portugal. A 
city punster observed, this proved him to be a 
rogue in grain/* 

Oh ! this is too bad, and as old as Adam ; be- 
sides, *twas no city pun, — ^but the observation of 
a Miller. 

" Precaution. — A certain Don in Portugal^ 
who, it is said, dreads the operation of shaving, 
has discovered a most efiectual method to prevent 
the razor from doing any considerable mischief in 
the hand of an expert executioner, — *Make a 
Baron of your barber,* says he. * Tremor will 
cease as he advances, and you will escape from 
having your fiice or throat cut.* ** 

^^ A man named Courtney, astonished the na* 
tives of Bucks, some years ago, by walking back- 
wards over a quarter of a mile of ground, till he 



had completed forty miles ; which he accom-^ 
plished in the short space of one day. Such a 
feat, observed a wit, would create but little sur- 
prise now, as men are seen to go backwards 
every day." 

" The same individual proposed to give a spe- 
cimen of his flighty talents, sbid actually applied 
to the Vicar of the parish for leave to fly from the 
church ! But it was said it was the Vicar^s ob- 
ject to induce people to fly fo, and not from the 
church ; consequently this request was refused." 

'^ A Knight of equal ingenuity has just notified 
to the public," that an expedition to the Moon, by 
an invention he has completed, may be accom- 
plished with much greater ease than Captain 
Parry *s expedition to the easterh part of our globe 
by a north-west passage ! Perhaps Sir Knight 
has been consulting with the Buckinghamshire 
original ; from whose wings, thoi^h cut, he might 
still contrive to take a pattern.^^ 

Old tato used to &ay,^— i" Wise men learn more 
from fools, than fools fi^dili -^ise men.^^ 

And therfe^s aii end of " The Budgbt." I ve- 
rily believe tve shlll, iat last, be enabled to reiach 
the iaiitipddes by a pierp^ndicular passage liirougii 
Hie eaith^ froiii the tuhhel uttder the Thames ; 
provided We caii gtttrd agftittst spiingi and titt 
want of air ! 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 



ON VABIOUS WONDEB& 



T)M)se things <liat slaiiile me or yoQ^ 
I grant are strange; yet may be true. 
Who doubts that elephants are foond 
For science and for sense renown*d ? 
Borri records their strength of parts, 
Extent of thought, and skill in arts ; 



Let those who question this report 
To Pliny's ancient page resort* 



*' WELL, Mr. Classic, have you got thrm^h 
Mr. Brougham^s speech ?^^ 
" Yes — and I think I never read a better/^ 
^' I question, notwithstanding, if he has made 
such wonderful discoveries as some of his con- 
temporaries, of whom I have been reading* One 
man has found the way to naarch backwards faster 
than others can proceed forwards ;— another has 
invented wings for men to fly withal ;*— a third 
has discovered the way to raise himself without 
wings;—- and a fourth propels you through the 
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earth with greater rapidity than steam can forte 
you over the smooth surface of the main.^^ 

*' Discoveries of a still more useful tendency are 
likely to be made too, by all account, my fair 
Cousin. Have you met with no greater wonders ?^' 

*'A few EXTRAORMICARY FACTS from the 

American papers. In the first place, Ihey are 
going to make a navigable canal of the Falls of 
Niagara ; and have already despatched one vessel 
with live stock. There's also an account of a 
Deserter who was sentenced to be shot, but was 
reprieved in consequence of having three times 
driven back the ball with his right hand ! and a 
whde string of miraculous events of one kind or 
other, to horrify and amuse the credulous at a 
distance. Land monsters devouring every Eng- 
Ksh emigrant they can fall upon — sea serpents 
rearing their hideous forms to clear the decks of 
every vessel they approach — and mermaids rising 
from the bottom of the deep to take a peep at 
their more formidable brethren 1*^* 

"You don^t believe there are such animals 
then, from the ludicrous tone in which you repeat 
these accounts } Your faith, I presume, reaches 
no further than your sight; which is not very 
clear at times, I think I have heard you say ?'^ 
observed Mr. Classic, with a profound bow. — 
" Millions of annuals are supposed to exist in the 
bosom md at the bottom of the ocean, which the 
eye of man has never beheld. ' / have' seen so 
muchj^ says the learned Dr. Johnson, ^ that I 



can believe mpre.^ A n^eifinaid, as ^\t ^s ^d^ 
cribed, is iiqt a m^ ei^^r^nlinavy tM^ifi^l ih^ 
that which, frpm its re^ipblaoce ,tQ tl^e ;|LpmaQ 
species, we call the Wilfl Man.()f the .^op^. And 
indeed the whole race of Monkeys seeip to be:Sp 
near akin to M^n, that the Ne^p^ in the West 
Indies are firmly persuaded they coujd ey^n.tjapc 
if they chose to do so ; — ' hut nq^ JUassa^ J^im 
know better i' say they ; \JHonkey lazy dog-r- 
him no love work, JUassft. Soon <is JHConkey 
speak, Jllassa, Buckramanjhg Jlfqnk^ afifl 
make him work P 

" Mermaids are mentioned by Pliny, and Alex- 
ander of Alexandria. Marolla relates that Frapcis 
de Pavia was one day invited by the Queen of 
Zinga to fish for thei;n in the Lake of Aquelindo, 
on the western coast of Africa : there he saw thir- 
teen, and, caught pne. There, was one, also seen 
by several persons on the rocks pf Derrygima, in 
Errisbeo. Mr. Evans, of Cleggan, who saw it, 
affirms, that for near an hour . she remained in 
perfect tranquillity, in view of inwards of three 
hundred persons ; until a n^usket was levelled at 
her, which, having flashed in the pan, she imme* 
diately dived, and was not afterwards seen.^^ 

^^ Had you been one among the three hundred 
spectators, my learned Cousin, my doubts, per- 
haps, might have been reiflipyed.'^ 

^^ I thank you for that mark of civility, at sill 
events ; but my testimony does not appear tobe 
wanting, on a subject so well evidenced already. 



Are they not mentiaded tp have been ^^n id 
Hudsoii^» Vpy«ge ? And the ]K^v. Dr. PhiUp, i9 
a letter from the Cape of Good Hcqpe, dalied i^E^lii 
1882, say»^' I have to day seen a M^ipwd, now 
exbibitiiig in this town. I baye alwayp tr^c^ 
the existence of th]$ creature as flibttlow ; bvtmy 
seepiieism m now i*f^ii|ovedt^ Ue tben: prope^ 
with the descriptioa of the animal, which i9 wm^f 
lar to every other I have met with ; only he ob- 
serves in continuance— -' the countenance has an 
expression of terror, which gives it the appearance 
of a caricature of the human face ;^ but he is dis- 
posed to think that both these circumstancjes are 
accidental, and arose from the manner in which 
the creature met its death. 4t was caught some- 
where to the north of China by a fisherman, who 
sold it for a trifle ; after which it was brought to 
Batavia. Here it was purchased by Captain 
Eades for five thousand Spanish dollars. Cap- 
tain Eades is a passenger on board the American 
ship Lion, now in Table Bay.^ 

'' Now do you think, my incredulous Cousin, 
that the Rev. Gentleman alluded to would lend his 
name to testify a circumstance that might be con- 
tradicted by all the town and the whole ship's 
crew ? Besides, there was one some years ago at 
Haarlem ; and the supposed hand of another was 
for some time preserved in the cabinet belonging 
to the physic garden at Leyden.^' 

^' The supposed hand ! that puts me in mind 

of a story I have read somewhere of a traveller 

2g 
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If ho when yiewing" the curiosities that were care- 
fally preserved in the Chwch of St. Ambrose, at 
Milan, was shewn the brazen serpent erected hj 
Moses in the desert. ' I thought,^ said she, ^ that 
was beaten to powder by the Divine command.^ 
The Priest looked surprised and displeased. 'Fw- 
give me, &ther,^ said she, ^ perhaps this was made 
of that powder ?' The father bowed assent. ^^ 
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NtJMBER XXXV. 



I » 



ON SDFipRSTITION. 

Alas! yon kobW the truth ^oo Well ; ' 
The siilt was spilt-^to me i( liriK • 
Tkeo' ta contribute ta my io8f^ ^ 
iHj knife and fork were l^d across ; 
On Fvidaj too !— the day I dread ! 
Would I wf re s^fe at home in bed ! 
Last night, (I tow to heaY'ii *ti8 triie) 
Bounce from ihe fire a <ci^f&ii flew; - ' ' 
Neat post some fatal news .shall tell ! 
God «epid my -Cornish frifw^ds^ p» we^l* 






THE desare of searchii^ into foturity has, no 
doubt, given rise to a yariety of > superstitious 
follies, equally weak andiextraypgant* 

^^ The RcHnans in particular,^^ says a celebrated 
Author of Heathen Theology, >'' found out almost 
innumerable ways: of Divination ; all nature had 
a voice, and the moBt aenseless beings, and meet 
trifling accidents, became presages of . future 
events. This introduced ceremonies that were 
the most childish and ridiculous, and which yet 
were performed with an air of solemnity.'' 

''Birds, on account of their swiftness, were 
sometimes considered by the EJgyptians ; as the 
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symbols of the winds ; and figures of particular 
species of fowl^ were set up to daiote the time 
when the near approach of a periodical wind was 
expected. From hence, before they undertook 
any thing of consequence, as sowing, planting, or 
putting out to sea, it was usual for them to say, 
let us consult the birds, meaning the signs fixed 
up to give them the necessary inforpaatidn they 
then stood in need of. By doing this, they knew 
how to regulate their conduct ; and it frequently 
happened, that when this precaution WaA omitted, 
they had reason to reproach then:iseWe$ for their 
neglect. From hence mankind mistaking their 
meaning, and retaining the phrase let us consult 
the birds; and, perhaps, hearing cdd stories re- 
peated of the adrantegcis such, and such persons 
had received by consulting them in a critical mo- 
ment, when the periodical wind would have ruined 
tiieir ^fifidrs^, tihey bg;;;ian to coticdi\e mi opinion 
liiat die Ibwis wfaidi «kim Ardugh the air were 
so many mesiM^geiBHSieiJt by Ibe gods ;to infoMi 
ttMni of future ^eaik, atid to warn (te^m against 
tey <diMrtP(M» undertakingi Frcmi hence th^ 
todk iidti<c« of tfadr flighty and from thdr diiSereiii; 
manner of flyici^ prognosticated good or bad 
omevis. The birds w(eiie ihstantfy grown won- 
derous wise ; and an- 6wl, wfiD hates the light, 
could not pass by die window of a sick person in 
the night, where fa^ was offended by the light of 
a lamp tr ccdidte^ but his hooting musi be con- 
sidered as fMrc^besying thait Hie life of the poor 



itlan Iras neaiiy-at to end^ Observations were 
dso taken frodai the loanner in which the sacred 
ehichens took their food ; from the chattering or 
hooting of crows, pies^ owls, &c, and from the 
running of beasts, as heifers, asses, rams, hares, 
wolves, &c. when these appeared in uncommon 
plaoes, crossed <fae wiy, or run to the right or 
left. They also pretended to draw a good or bad 
omen from the most common and trifling actions 
of life, as sneezing, stumbling, starting, the numb* 
ness of the little fin^^ the tingling of the ear, the 
spilling of salt ufkdn the table, &c/^ 

iNow it is yerjr well known liiat cattle, as the 
storm approaches, will bellow and nm to sedc 
shelter under a tree or a hedge ; and 

^^ Prone to the lowest vale, the aerial tribes 
Descend : the tempest-IoyiDg rfiYen scarce 
Dares wing the dabions dusk." 

So that these things any certainly be considered 
as tbe effect of some gpeat cause, and not the 
cause of any great effect. 

We are informed that ^* Scipio, Augustus, and 
many others, have Without any fatal consequences, 
despised the cfaid^ns and the other arts of divi- 
nation ; but when the Generals miscarried in any 
enterprise, (he people laid the whdk blame on 
the heedlessness with which they had been con- 
sulted ; and if he had entirely neglected consulting 
them, all the blame was thrown upon him who had 
preferred his own ^forecast to thsrt; of the fowls ; 
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while thofsie who made these kind <rf predictions a 
sulqect of raillery, were accounted impious and 
profane. Thus they construed as a punishment 
from the gods, the drfeat of Claudius Pulcher, 
who, when the sacred chickens refused to eat 
what was set before them, ordered them to be 
thrown into the sea. ^If they wont eatj^ said he, 
^they shall drink.^ '^ 

As ignorance is said to be the parent of super- 
stition, it is astonishing that so wise a people as 
the Romans could ever be addicted to such mon- 
strous absurdities ; and that they should ev^i 
allow them to encroach upon their religious cere- 
monies. The Church of Rome in the first ages 
of Christianity, it is generally allowed, was purely 
Apostolic ; but in process of time strange super- 
stitions, through the misunderstanding of former 
customs, perverted their judgment, and betrayed 
them into errors of a most serious nature. 

^' Hopes and fears, romantically indulged,'-^ 
says Johnson, '^ are apt to misguide. If you are 
pleased with prognostics of good, you will be ter- 
rified likewise with tokens of evil, and your whole 
life will be a prey to superstiticm." 

The veneration which the Romans entertained 
for Augury, led them into ceremonial devotions 
both unscriptural and contrary to ccnnmoii sense. 
When all the previous ceremcMoies were performed, 
the Augu^, clothed in robe, oflTered up a prayer, 
the form of which may be seen in that offered to 
Jupiter at the election of Numa Pompilius. '' O 
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Father Jupiter, if it be thy will that this Numa 
Pompilius, on whose head I have laid my hand, 
should be King of Rome, grant that there be clear 
and unerring signs within the bounds I have de- 
scribed.*' 

The praiyer being thus ended, the Priest turned 
to the right kod left, and to whatever point the 
birds directed their flight, in order to determine 
from thence whether the god approved or rejected 
the choice. 

From hence it appears that superstition and 
folly, by adopting what they did but imperfectly 
understand, turned symbols and allegories into 
realities, and did infinite injury to the cause of 
religion, by difinsing error rather than know- 
ledge. The Romans, not satisfied with the Apos- 
tolic doctrines that were first taught them by St. 
Peter, when he converted them to Christianity ; 
and bewiMi^red with thie superstitious practices to 
which they were addicted, at length became, con- 
trary to the sage advice of the wisest of men, 
righteous overmuch^ and through excess of re- 
ligion, introduced ceremonies and imposed pe- 
nalties in the Church of Christ, that were neither 
sanctioned by the Scriptures, nor consistent with 
the mild doctrines of Christianity ^ 

Thus do trifling absurdities, sometimes, grow 
into enormities, and lead to the most ruinous con- 
sequences. All extremes are reprehensible; — 
but extremes in religion shoiild be particularly 
guarded against--- 4hey are full of danger, and 



lead to bigotry, enthumaua, hypocrisy, enmity, 
strife, and wraoglings ; and, in short, to any 
thing but those cbaritoble viitnes, which ought to 
signalize the cbaiticter of a Christian. 

The same weakness of mind that indulges su« 
peretitious ia&taati<to, produces abo that enthu-^ 
siastic frenzy and hypocritical cant 90 prevalent 
in modem times. If we live up to th^ Gospel, 
without endeavouring to go beyond it, and wait 
patiently the good or evil that is to befal us, with*- 
out diving into fiiturity ; God will surely be satis- 
fied. Those rdigious pursuits which proceed 
firom the heart and are sanctioned by the Scrip- 
tures, must be the most acceptable to the Almighty. 
A cheerful and rational participaticm in the bless- 
ings He has bestowed on us is ^Iso not only 
allowable, but well-pleasing nnfeo our Heavenly 
Father who has provided all things for our use. 
Yet, ^^ one beliweth that he may eat aU things^ 
another who is weajk,'^ aaith.^t. Paul, ^^fateth 
herbs; and let not him that eatefh il^^pise him 
that eateth not; and let inot hin^ th^t eateth 
not judge him thai eateth. far we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat qf Christ. 
•As I li»ej saith the Lotd^ ei^ery knee shaU 
bow to me J and every tongue sh^ll confess to 
God.'' 

'' Hast thou faOh ?'' saUh the same Aposdfs 
in his Epistle to the Romans, ^^happyishe ihot 
condemtu$h not himse^in that thing which he 
alioweth. And he that dambte^ is damnfid 
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tfhe eat, because he eateth not of faith, for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin. We then 
that are strong ought to bear the infirmities 
of the weak, and not io please ourselves.^^ 

'Thus the m^neist capacities may comprehend 
thftt a scruple -becomes a matter of conscience, 
and should therefore be attended to most strictly. 
Wise men of all nations, see into the true sense 
atid meaning of things ; but the vulgar go no 
fiirther than superstition carries them. 

A well-informed Dean of St. Patrick^s tells us 
of a I^ench Gentleman, a member of the Komish 
Church, who, dining with some company on a 
fest-day, called for some eggs and bacon. The 
rest were very angry and reproved him for ^ 
heinous a sin : whereupon he wrote the following 
lines extempore ; which prove him, at all events, 
to be a man of ability. 

Peut on eroire avec bons sens, 
Qo'un lardon le mit eacolere 
Ou, que manger un harang, 
C'est un secret pour lui plaire ? 
En sa gloire enyellop^ 
Songe t*il blen de nos soupe ? 

THUS INTSEPRBTED IN ENGLrSH. 

Who can belie?e, with common sense^ 
A bacon-slice gi?es God oflfence, 
Or how a herring hath a charm, 
Almighty vengeance to disarm ? . 
Wrapt up in Majesty Divine, 
Does he regard on what we dine ? 

2h 



And St. Paul hiii^elf has ssMO^tiOQl^ t|ie 4oc. 
triife, by |;he following confeBsion ia hi^ Episdeto 
theRpiqan^: — » 

'^ J know, and am persufided bjf the Lord 
JestJifiy that there is noting tmcUan of itself; 
but to him that ejsteemeth uny thing to be un^ 
clean^ to him it is nnclean.^^ 

And again, to the Corinthiaiis be ex^pressly says, 
'^ Whatsoever is sold in the shambles^ t^Mt 
eat, asking no question for comdence* sake : 
for the earth is ^hfi Lord^s,, and the fulness 
thereof. If any qf them that believe not, bid 
jfou to. a feast, andy^. be disposed to go, lohfxtr 
sfi^eoer i9 set^ before you, eat ; asking no ques^ 
tion^for comcience' sake . ' * 

So. fer, thetn, are those who have no scruples on 
the subject, authorizecl by Sit. Paul to partake of 
whatsoever is set before th/q^t, without risking 
God's anger. Should they consider the fastings 
of their brethrwi as mere superstition, let them 
reflect 'tis a superstition that injures no one ; and 
that liberty of conscience is allowed equally to the 
one and to the other. 

It is even related of a certain Pope, that he was 
so delighted with Montesquieu, that, in order to 
give him the highest mark of satisfaction, he dis- 
pensed him from fasting in Lent, and permitted 
him to eat meat all the year round. A proof that 
his Holiness did not conceive it to be a point of 
very great importance. Accordingly a brief was 
prepared in Apostolic Chancery to this effect, and 



Moiytes^reu'Was called upmi to'pay a-cMsideir* 
able siitt for- tii« feesr*' 1^^ had^too mi^ te^ 
npect icfp fats H^in^dd to think that neeesskry , dhti 
Uter^DTe dei{lili€!d* it, "raying*, **^ Hfe Hdines^'s 
irord fe qikitef imfBcktai foi^4ie,' aiid^ tny adi^iiing 
timt hfe Iwar givieii it, : itill perfecfly satisfy the 
Cur^ of my pari^, so <&at 1 haVe ilo occai^on for 
any parchittewt dilKJ^merits;^?- ' 

The eflfects, however, of giving way to absurd 
infatuatibiiS', and seducing spirits, are dangerous 
and sbme'limes fktal, liot only tt> itidividuals, but 
to whole kingdoms • fefr ihstance^— 

III thfe time of Cadwallstdslr, Kitig of the V^est 
Britons, 'tti^rb wsife so great a faihine, which con- 
tintigd d^v'ei^ y^^rs; that the land heciime in a 
mai^3]i6r desolate : insomuch that the Kiiig sthd 
mkny of'the Lwds were driven to forsake their 
tiative cotintry ; and Cadwallidai- himself went 
toihfe Cotisin Alari, King df Little Britain iii 
Fmice.' ©iirihg t*^hich tiDtt^, the Saxons, taking 
advttntaige of his ab^nce, came ^rrer in swirms, 
and dispossessed the forlorn Britons of what they 
liad i stud shared it amon^ themselties . Whereupon 
Cadwatliiidi^,* obteiining tK^istance of his Cousin 
Alan, >*vak coming o^er" to resttidii their inscJehcies ; 
whett, makte^ ptayers to God for success, he 
ibl%itl^(i he h^ard a Voice thait forbad him the en* 
terpris^ ; decteiriftg that it was not God^s will that 
the BHt6ns should rule this land any longer; and 
theirtefore, badtehitfi depiart to koitle and receive 
of Pope Ser^ius the habit of religion ; wherein 
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he should die aud imtii<.pB9iQer..Aqim}diBgi^.he 
oheyie^ the voice, wp9 Allorn^a^iVlitik^ landrail 
doned : Britain to itl; uohaip^y i£Me'; ^whiich aooa 
after became a colony of Salmons, whov ^^ piroeeas 
of time, divided the blghd ioitqi ^v«: kii^oms^ 
and formed the Saxon Hisptarchy. Such was the 
effect of Cadwalladar^s saperstitiim. 

Christianity, which had hitherto l;>een exercised 
in all its native purity, was severely checked by 
these invaders ; who were making rapid strides 
to enslave the country in its ancient Ps^gani$m. 
And thus was the happinesd of a people destroyed , 
and the welfare of their soul and body involved, 
through the weakness of oae infatuated devotee. 

How different was the religicM3 pf our illustrious 
Monarch George IIL He was a Christian in 
every sense of the word ; feeling the moBt awful 
reverence for the holy ceremonies of the Church 
smd Divine Institutions* It was never, perhaps^ 
n^nre strongly manifested than during the pre- 
pairations for the installation that took place in 
1805. 

'^ A Nobleman, high in &vor," it is reported, 
^^hav^g asked in an apparently n^li^ent man- 
ner, whether th^ new Knighte would not be 
di>liged to take the Sacrament pjrevious to the in- 
stallation ? The King instantly marked his feel- 
ing)s by a change of countenance ; and, with some 
severity, said^— No ! That a religious instituti<»i 
isnot to be mixed with our pro&ne oeremonies. 
£ven at the. time of my ccnronaticm I was very 
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unwilling to take the Sacrament ; but, when I 
was assured it was int^ispei;isable, and that I must 
receive it; before I even approached the Com- 
munion Table, I toolLoff the bauble from my head. 
The Sacrament, my Lord, is not to be proianed 
by our Gothic insiitutions V^ 

And His Majesty^s reply to the first Lord of 
the Treasury, when pressed to consent to bringing 
in the proposed Bill respecting the Roman Catho- 
lic Question, in the year 1807, is sufficient to 
testify how religiously he felt the obligation of an 
oath. 

" My Lord,'* said he, " I am one of those who 
respect an.oatb- , I have firamess sufficient to 
quit my thrcme and retire to a cottage, or place 
my neck of^ a block or a scaffold, if my people 
require it ; but I have not resoluticm to break that 
oath which I took in the xnost solemn manner at 
my coronation, ^^ 
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NUMBER XXXVI. 



ON ENTHDUABPi. 



Let not this weak unknowing hand 
Presome thy bolts to throw; 

Or deal damnation round the land, 
Oa eadi I judge thy foe. 



THE precision and perspicuity with which the 
important and necessary articles of Christian feith 
are drawn up in the Apostles' Creed, render them 
sufficiently comprehensive to meet the capacity of 
all classes of Christian disciples. Vet what nuni- 
bers, who do not fix their attention on these, 
plunge themselves into a wide expanse of intrica^ 
cies, and become bewildered in their wanderingB ; 
so that they can neither withdraw themselves, nor 
proceed, without being lost in the endless maze of 
romantic windings. 

The duties of religion, too, are so clearly pointed 
out in the Gospel, that no one need perplex him- 
self, or go further than that, either for the regular 
tion of his conduct, or the formation of his religious 
opinicms. But the weakness of human nature is 
such, that a due medium is rarely attended to. 
One goes beyond the obligations required of him ; 



another, with indlfferience, most, shamefully neir- 
lectedieB.. A p»BctuaI p.^o..Danceof our ^vl 
deVotians— *^ regular attendance an public wor- 
ship-rand a strict atteiEtion to holy institutions — 
aredtttiesxiot only consistent with our professions, 
but absolutely .requik-ed df us . : Notwiliistandin^, 
these ^ acGordirig to the Gospel, should give way 
to the exercise of charitable and active duties of 
life. But, alas ! how grievously mistaken are 
soiEne of the frenzied ^ithusiasts of the present 
day; who, in their zeal for religion, totally neg- 
lect the relative duties, and traverse the country 
to. expound the Scriptures and convert sinners ; 
to the utter ruin of their own families^— to the an- 
noyance of the community-^--and to the great iiih 
jury ci true religion. How is it possible thiit 
men heed to common pursuits, and accustomed 
only to the oMinaiy occupations of life ; without 
8tiidy, and sometimes, without common sense, 
should be able to explain to others what they do 
not understand themselves ? ' ' Because, ^ ' say they, 
^4ike the Apostles of dd, weareiai^ired. Were 
tbey Tipt all poor illiterate men?' some fishermen, 
oner a tei^ maker, another a tax-gatheter- }^^' Hold J 
says the B^c^fcapfajev^ nor suppote for a imotai^t; 
they W€^ illiterate on that account. For it was 
l^e wise custom of the Jews^ however respectable 
and affluent in circumstances^ to bring up their 
children to^ some trade ; that in' case of need, they 
might be:ab)e to naaintain themsebr^ by the pro^ 
fession or trade in which they were ini^tructed. 
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St. Paul, therefore, being taught the art ol tent 
making, was no reproach to him, nor impediment 
to his sublimer studies. Those who are versed in 
the history of the Apostles, are well - aware (hat 
St. Paul studied under Gamaliel, an eminent 
Doctor of the Law ; under whose tuition he made 
such progress^ that he tar excelled the rest of his 
fellow students, as we read in Gralatians: whence 
it appears that he was a person of more than or- 
dinary parts and diligence. Neither was St. 
Matthew an illiterate or needy man. A publican 
or gatlierer of the taxes and tributes, was an office, 
in those days, c^ credit and reputation, usually 
conferred upon Roman Knights. Fl. Sabinus, 
the Emperor Yaspasian's fitther, was puMican of 
the Asian Provinces. But the Roman tax-^ga- 
therers generally farmed out the business to some 
of the natives, who best understood the afiairs of 
their own country. St. Matthew, we are in- 
formed, was one of these farmers or collectors of 
the customs; who had very powerful engagements 
to the world, was in plentiful circumstances, and 
was in a fair way. of increasing, his wealth,, when 
he was called by Christ to the Apostleship. Not- 
withstanding, he left every thing, and gave up all 
his fair prospects, without hesitation . And though 
it may appear singular that he should inunediately 
relinquish all, and follow a stranger^ still his un- 
derstanding is not to be called in question. ^^Fdr/^ 
says his Biographer, ^^ it was hardly probable that 
sofl-headed persons would be put into an empiloy- 
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ment ot so much difficulty and concern to the 

public, as his was.^' St. James the Less, too, 

with his brother Jude, cannot with any degree of 

propriety be classed among the ignorant, or lower 

order ; being the sons of Alpheus, a learned man 

and superintendent of the Church of Jerusalem . 

And St. Barnabas, though not numbered among 

the twelve, was considered by St. Luke and the 

primitive Church as an Apostle. He studied with 

St: Paul under €ramaliel, and sold his estate for 

the relief of the poor ; b6th which circumstances 

are^ttfficient to testify that he was a man of pro- 

perty and leamitig. As to the poor fishermen, 

who were named by our Lord as His Apostles, if 

we take into consideration the ancient custom of 

the Jews, with respect to the education of theif 

children, may it not be as reasonable to suppose, 

that even some among them were men of learning 

as that they were all illiterate } It seems hardly 

fair, at this distance of time, to put them on a 

footing with that order of society which follows 

the occupation of fishing in the present day. And 

tide writings they have left behind them appear to 

contradict the charge. Yet, the notion that they 

were all poor illiterate beings, is so prevalent, that 

any individual of mere moderate capacity indulg- 

ing a diii^rent opinion, would, in all probability, 

be ridiculed and scoffed at, should he venture to 

assert that the Apostles could lay any claim to 

learning or affluence, without referring to chapter 

and verse in support of so bold an assertion. 

2i 
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And after all, of what avail to grope out from 
obscurity, or to throw any bright gleams on these 
worthies ? They fulfilled their ministry ; whe- 
ther they were rich or poor, learned or unlearned. 
Why should we perplex ourselves, then, cm pmnts 
which early historians have neglected to record, 
because they were unessential for us to know? 
For no better reason, perhaps, than to put to flight 
those chimerical notions of the itinerant preachers 
of the present day, who never fail to impress on 
the minds of their auditors, that the Apostles were 
all men of low extraction like themselves ; and 
who, like them^ were inspired to preach the 
Gospel to all the world. 

The multitude, incapable of discriminating, 
never take into consideration that the Apostles 
were contemporaiy with our Saviour, and were 
instructed by Him; so the contagion quickly 
spreads among them, and zealots more wild spring 
up daily, to rend the air with their profane vo- 
ciferations and make a mockery of religion. 

To pass over Mr. Alexander Fletcher, of no^ 
torious memory, Mr. Smith, who wa^ accepbed 
by the L--4id-^n M----ss — « — ry Society as a 
person well qualified to spread the good tidings of 
the Gospel &r and near ; and who, by the way, 
John Bull declares, never took any orders but 
those he received for bread, when he was a 
journeyman baker ; and a few other JRev. Gen- 
tfemen of equal parts and distinction: let us just 
take a glance at one or two of less importance. 
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A shoe-maker, for example, who was charged the 
other day, at Union Hall, with neglecting to pro^ 
vide for his &mily. Upon the Magistrate asking 
him, why he neglected to maintain his children ? 
" I have, sir,** said he, " a much greater work to 
perform — ^I am instructed by God to be a Minis- 
ta*, and to teach men the way of salvation, through 
Jc^araia Soiithcote, to whom the Divine Revda^ 
tion was given!** Ought such a man to be let 
loose upon the public ? A blasphemer, for whom 
no excuse can be made, but madness. And, con- 
sequently, an object fit only to grace the pillory, 
or to be confined within the walls of Bethlehem. 
Another of these maniacs, by trade a black- 
smith, relates to the rabble enthusiastically as- 
sembled round him, when mounted in his mock 
pulpit— -an old wooden chair; that in a fit of 
despair he walked forth, one day, into the thickest 
part of a wood in the neighbourhood, with the 
intention of putting an end to his miserable exist- 
ence. But, just as he was about to make the fatal 
noose, he heard a rustling among the trees, and 
upoa casting his eyes around, who should he see 
approaching but the very Devil himself; who, 
accosting him with all the familiarity of an old 
friend, offered to assist him in fixing the cord in 
order to hasten his exit, and then to fly off with him 
to his own dominions. But, ^^No, Mr. Devil,** 
said he, for fear brought him instantly to his re- 
collection, and to a sense of all the horrors that 
awaited him, ^^ from this moment I renounce you 
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and all your works. The fiend, batvever, wsus 
not to be so easily repulsed; he claimed 'me as 
his lawfiil subject, and renewed the tender of his 
services, officiously taking up the cord and whis- 
pering in my ear, as he presented the instrument 
of death, 'CcMne donU be down-hearted, man j it 
will soon be over ; one kick and you'll be there in 
a twinkling/ But all wouldn't do,'' ejaculafed 
this inspired preacher, with a deep groan, ^'l 
heard a voice inviting me to enter the holy taber- 
nacle and preach the Gospel to poor sinners. I 
was determined to obey the call, so I wrestled 
M'ith the Devil in the wood, and feUM him to the 
ground ; the Spirit strengthening me as I fought, 
with the power of a Sampson. Thus inspired, 
I come, my brethren, toexpound the Scriptures," 
continued he, " and to shew you the way of salva^ 
tion ; and if you do not support me with a liberal 
contribution in my earnest endeavours to save 
your souls, you will all be d— Ur— d ; yea, ye will 
be branded. with infamy, and cast into perdition 
for ever and ever . ' ' A — ^men sang out the clerk . 
A — ^meh fervently echoed the converted sinners. 
Sighs and groans resounded throitgh the multi- 
tude ; sweet iniisic to the preacher's ear — ^ihdica^ 
tive of the impression his discourse had made on 
his believing auditors. 

A general buzz preceded the harm(»ii6u8 
jingling of shillings and sixpences, and made his 
heart leap with satisfaction. A plale was handed 
about to receive the offerings of the affrighted. 
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and the deviations of the ignorant rabble . A long 
(Muyer livas offered up, that they might become 
true believers in all he taught them ; and that they 
might iocrease in benevolence^ charity^ and 
hospitality to the shepherd who watdied ova* 
them; and they were. dismissed: — ^the following 
Thursday being announced for their meeting 
agtain . In the meantime he lives upon their cre- 
duhty ; breakfasting with one, dining with ano- 
ther^ and supping with a third. 

The next upon record is a dexterous itinerant^ 
who, tired of wandering about the country on foot, 
impressed upon the miiid of his auditors how ne^ 
cessary it was for him to have a horse to go about 
from place to place, to diffuse the Holy Spirit with 
M^hich he was inspired, itato the minds of unbe- 
lievers ; accordingly a horse was provided for 
him — but he was no sooner safely seated on his 
back, than he found the exercise of trotting over 
hills and hard roads too fatiguing; and, in con- 
sequence, urged them to furnish him with a chaise. 
In a short time he became tired altogether of a 
wandering life, and thought if he had a comfort- 
able house, with appertinents thereunto belonging, 
he should be able, by the placid enjoyment there- 
of, the more effectually to admonish his brethren 
to administer to the wants of others, and to be 
content in that state of life in which Providence 
had placed them. Thus did he preach himself 
into a comfortable living. A house was actually 
furnished for him, and he rides about to publii^ 
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to the world the glad tidings of peace and plenty, 
rather than to instil principles either of religion 
or morality. 

^* O what harm can such men do ?^^ asks one. 
*^ TheyMl naturally sink away into their former 
nothingness/^ says another. ^^As to their preach- 
ing, it is all nonsense/^ Complete nonsense, we 
must allow ; but how far these notions may be 
correct, in other respects, time only can ascertain. 
In the meanwhile, they are increasing rapidly, 
encroaching frightfully on the sound doctrines of 
the Church, bringing religion into ridicule, de- 
luding the ignorant, and imposing on the credu- 
lous and unwary. 

One of these raving fanatics, a baker six days 
of the week and a preacher on the seventh, having 
collected a great crowd about him in a country 
town, not a hundred miles from Brighton, was 
holding forth with all the vehemence of a mad- 
man, elevated as usual upon an old chair at the 
comer of a street ; when suddenly, to the great 
horror and amazement of the multitude, up started 
a monster of the most horrific size and shape, with 
horns and hoofs and tail of wonderous length; 
and seizing upon his prey, darted off with him in 
an instant, in the midst of his edifying harangue, 
the shrieks of the women and children, the roar- 
ings of dauntless heroes, and the consternation of 
the whole motley crew. Some declaring the Devil 
had flown off with him, for his profane encroach- 
ments on the sabbath. They '^ heard the rattling 
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of his chains as he advanced, saw the flames 
playing around him as he was carried off, and 
smelt the sulphureous odour with which the air 
was impregnated/' 

Now this might pass with many for a mighty 
clever joke ; and such it was intended to l^e by the 
person who practised it— a man from a neigh, 
bouring slaughter-house, who had enveloped him- 
self in the hide of a bullock to personify the Devil, 
and frighten the preacher from breaking in upon 
the duties of the Church for the future. But 
these kind of practical jokes are alway reprehen- 
sible. This, to the ignorant and superstitious, 
might have been fatal in its consequences. And, 
religion, at all events, should not be made the 
theme of low ribaldry or sport. But these itin- 
erant preachars certainly bring it into disrepute 
am(»ig the lower class, and subject it, by their vo- 
ciferous and idiot rantings, to ridicule and ludic- 
rous jestings, ill suited to the seenodng piety of the 
times ! Religion, in whatever form it may ap- 
pear, should be respected. It is a subject too 
serious to be trifled with ; afid if exposed to rail- 
lery by folly and ignorance, those who disapprove 
should check with mildness, and endeavour, by 
example, to convince their neighbours tbey are 
better Christians. 
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NUMBER XXXVII 



ON THE FORCE OF IBICAOINATION. 



Fear, like a fog, precludes the light. 
Or swells the object to the sight 
Attend my visionary page. 
And V\\ disarm the ty rant's rage. ' 
Come, let the ghastly form appear, 
He'5 hot so terrible when near; 



■" THE force of imagination, especially when 
strengthened by fear, or a monmful depression of 
the s[Hritsi., we very well know, creates a thousand 
extravagant fancies in the mind, not only of indi- 
viduals both learned aikd tinleamed, but of whole 
Hiultitudes ; who, with different understandings, 
seem to see with the sabie eyes,' and to hear -with 
the same ears. *A shadow is transformed into' d 
spirit of darkness ; a dwarf is magMfied to a 
giant, and every thing in ptbportion, id increasied 
and multiplied till it becomes htdeotis and ap- 
palling ;'^ said Magdalina, as she skiitimed over 
the foregoing relations of preachers and devils. 
Praters, if you please, Mr. Printer, pray attend 
to the M.S. I suppose it is now too late to cor- 
rect that blunder, so it must e'en remain as it is. 
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< ^^ Speaking of Devils/^ continued Magdalina, 
^^ rattinds me of ft servant I despatched; one eveii*-' 
ihgf'with a note to a friend ; whose dwelling, ito 
bes(Ure, was situated rather awkwardly fcnr noclunf* 
nai messengers. The girl was nent, howevier^ 
amid had to trayerse the ^hurcb-^yard in her way; 
l^e awful gloom of wfaic|i, thougft a beautifiil 
mooni^ht 'night, had operated -on hernemous 
system, anid *had prepared her to eye every thing 
around her withifear and trembling, and totbaitis-^ 
Ibrin and magnify all she tieheld, into ghosts and 
hohgoblins. As sl»e^ approddied n^y friend^s habiv. 
tetion, she thought she perceived a man standing 
at the door. 9 but' no way dkdiayjed at such A 
sight, for it was not of man she 12^8 ^afraid ', sbb 
Journeyed ; onward ; and as she> eame linear .and 
more near, a hideous form^Nvith ^c^gteeyes, aiid 
boms,' and ear^, and tail, to6^ of prodigious size', 
aro^ to her vi^w, and:gr^ in bev.ipis^iiati^m 
till it but topped the steeple that partially shadcKwed 
it fbom die brfghtTays of a full moon.;' Starting 
back, with electrical swiftness, siie':fl6w across the 
silent repository of -the dead', andreachifV home 
abhosi breatbless witbterroi^i ^ lr*Ml jbavfe nbefcy 
upon me, nia'am, Fve seen the Deviiy>"said the 
poor girl as . she '. entered the house, and tbrew 
herself on the first' chair she could find, her legs 
scarcely able to support her along the passage. 

" What can you mean,' Mary?'* asked I, with 

precipitation . ' Mean ma!*am,* relied the almost 

expiring Mary, *that I saw the. Devil; he was 
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stanAibg bblt ^iprigbt at Mra>:B M M ,, i N , ^ft door; 

his ' ei^ea alii obI fire^^-rbilii^ ^noitig itom hm. wm- 

trils^idMigh'Sueh a firdstj^ nighty aadTOiifiiigmt^ 

attikiB mi^hf if*nO dear iae»^hataipM»p^alMW 

he^sputkneinto/ .1 would Ibin have .pcwuaded 

her^ thatibhe luafl inidtak^),. tnr )tkat it wai ajoke 

oft gome i of tten domg^i^ons' mm?ely to try her 

eoovage; sbut tti^ ginl would not be p^ waded. 

^ It te na mtsfakeMHQor it is np jj(dces^ said, she, 

' of tfaati I ma wrtib, for I'm frightened to death;' 

: ^^ WiA;>miieh adoi however, and in spite of her 

assertidA, W6 aifeiigth prevailed on the gvrl to 

acoonflany her master, and point out to him tliis 

huge mcmstbis/whesl she deolared, had been the 

death icff her^ As they approached the spot, 

imaginaldon, as inventive as ever, pourteayed &^ 

giant i0Fm, with .all «he.Satanie appearances as 

before decieiibed, in the very sbme position, standi 

mg boHvpriffht^ in the portico they were about 

to etater. But M^ had not tjie ^wer to budgie 

anetherstepbwheil!shedaine^ even thus guarded^ 

within sight^of tike ftendu: .«i 

-^Vf There, siv, thetiebfe ishn-don't you see hiniP 

cried the pborJerrifiedf girl-t^poiii&D^i^idi.tihie 

foore ifinger of htri tight hand to theldentkal <afi^ 

while her.l^ li»9li waa e&teoded at its Ml stnetah 

tiie ccmtraryi wiiyi^ ready to. start in a moniiaBit;«n^ 

^ there he sUstnds^ sir, ai^l in black^rrrtake care, 

isir, he'a bfeginmng. H ^owl againHr-and. look at 

its monstrous tail, sir!' Its a strange looking 

figure, sure enough, thought IVFaster; however, I 
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murtsee what he's atlt^r^ a^d at}cordiil^y^ Master 
steppeil forwturd tenlaketthediscoTerjrv When Id !< 
and behold) this mdnsltr of tenriVv thai was snve 
toaligb standingf bolt upvigkt rniiihU two kmd 
hg^^ fell iiiitiiediajnaly. dolri^ tipihi: aH fotm^ 16 
wekomei th^ fidend of the hnuie; and >[)niTt9d iter 
be ikotfajng mottt than the lBargfa:blach 'NewfouiMU 
laud dog4 that hadibefea.ti'y&ag'tdflBaherhhis Way 
into the hduse bytpkntting lip the Ihkh df thedcb^ 
(kf the portiw with his fmw, a thlBgihe:wai^<fic-' 
custemed to do.. Bvt the /dsoD haTittglbeen bolted 
in the iiMde^ he could not' Iteconqpttrit his^ehtr^y 
2lnd therefone groWledi and U^wkd nnst fntooUriy 
tefgain theadfoittajiCie he 0d tthiclb desnied/ 

^' Poor IMfory, tiK-moneBtsbe Awthe anrntal 
&wd upon her mafiter^ flew ^full. speed,. Itendhigf 
the air witii ber shii^s of^ itanMir ;. ^vnA declaring 
most pwidvely^' thai she 4law the Derii run a?way 
with her inaster all in ai btazet^i'^ . It reqinres no 
great penetration td see^ that tbr fe&lrld of this sim^ 
pie girl realizied oil lifi»*mind< all Htv fancies. 

B«it .#faat can be said, wfaeh men of good sense 
and ^edocaAon grants similar licenses' td^ th(6nr 
inreMive facialtks ^ ^' I knew * a Gentleman/' 
eontimied Magdalina^'^^^^ for a chutch yard must 
natntally raise a gfaKBt^^bettdes Hw6uldbe a ft^ly 
to introduce aoEiolitary hobgoblin to stalfc abotift in 
mdanchol^ mood by himself~4ije idiould^ at least, 
hare ha4f H) dq^ien' in* his train. So I musk give 
you an account of my learned friend :*^ 

'^ He had had the nnsfortone to lose an aiBfec- 
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tiojiate and beloved parent ; and, though a man of 
rather a superiw cast of mind, was apt to indulge 
in romantic reveries, or what the world, perhaps^ 
would call superstitioua contemplatibBS^ He had 
devoutly prayed, that if earthly mortab were ever 
permitted to revisit this nether worid, he might 
oace again be indulged with a sight of the dear 
and revered author of his being. In the gloomy 
stillness of midnight he wandered to her grave, 
implored afresh the wished^for indulgence, and 
looked wistfully around^ though, perhaps, with 
fearful expectation. For let the bravest among 
the brave say what they will^ there is an awful 
terrw connected with this subject, that might un- 
nerve the most courageaus were they put to the 
test. My friend neither denied nor admitted the 
common opinicm that departed spirits, sometimes, 
wander in this wwld ; his prayer, however^ was 
not granted, and he returned home night after 
night without beii^ convinced. He was a great 
pedestrian, and chose rather to follow the bent 
of his inclinaticm, than to mount a steed, or be 
whirled over the^surface of the earfh from (me 
place to another, without the liberty of ccxitem- 
plating a single object as he passed. In a melan- 
choly mood, he set off one day, chi one of these 
solitary rambles, to give full vent to his mournful 
sensations, and to contemplate, in lonely quiet, 
the heaviest of earthly afflictions ; — the death of 
a dear and affecticHiate friend. It is in these 
lonely wanderings that the mind can feast itself on 
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mqlancholy enjoyments As he strolM leisurely, 
in deep meditation, across a dreary and extennve 
common, uninterrupted by the awful stillness that 
reigned for miles around, the fine blue azure of 
the sky b^^an to darkeo'^^e bright orb of day 
WW occaaiopally dimmed by the driving ctouds*^ 
the lightning flashed^^-4he thunder rolled over 
his head-^in a few minutes the whole canopy of 
heaven was obscured<~the rain fell in tixrents, 
amd our heavy-hearted traveller was obliged to 
seek sheHer, not in a neighbouring cottage as will 
be expected, but. under the thick umbrageous 
branches of stately oaks, that lay at some distance, 
by the way side. For neither house, nor cottage, 
nor village spire, nor any sign of life could he 
discern. All nature seemed enwrapped in gloom 
— he never felt so dismal — the very heavens ap* 
peared to sympathize — and wept. On entering 
the wood he was not displeased to find a beaten 
track, by following which, it was but reasonable 
to suppose he would, sooner or later, reach scone 
firiendly habitation. But, neither sound resound- 
ii^ fimn the steeple, nor distaift bark of dog, nor 
shrill crowing of the cock, nor any individual sign 
betokened village, house, or hamlet near. He 
had not penetrated far into the wood, however, 
before he observed on the road side, in the hollow 
of a tree, a bench — evidently placed there by 
some considerate being, for the convenience of the 
way-worn traveller. Fatigued in mind and body, 
for his spirits were at the very lowest ebb, my 
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friend was glad to rest him awhile in this rmimntic 
solitude. He seated himself, and drawing a bis- 
cuit from his pocket and his little tMvdling can, 
which contained some drops of brandy and water, 
his usual refreshments on these pilgrimages, he 
b^an his frugal meal ; still indulging that same 
pmsiye mood that prompted him to trayerse these 
lonely walks* In this retreat, howevar, he was 
soon awakened from his reverie by the appearance 
of somethii]^ that had life, though not the sound 
even of a rook was heard. Attracted by the few 
crumbs ibat fell about, a bird in sable hue, as 
though in compliment to his sorrows, feariessly 
approached, and joined him in his meal. A glow 
of satisfaction seemed to thrill through his veins, 
as the bird familiarly hopped about him. He 
was still sad, but less disconsolate. A thousand 
romantic notions flashed upon his mind ; he ho- 
nestly confessed his weakness, and declared they 
cheered him at the time. The revered object of 
his meditation had, in her life time, frequently 
descanted on the humanity likely to be produced 
from the adc^tion of the Pythagorian system ; not 
half the cruelty that we see daily practised, would 
be inflicted on animals ; and, ' I hope on my de* 
cease,' she would jokingly add, 'you will cease, 
my dear boy, from persecuting the feathered tribe ; 
for I should like of all things, when my spirit 
takes its flight from hence, to join the winged 
inhabitants of the airy r^ions.' 

'' How true it is, that the most trifling things 
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rels^ting to the dead, recur to the qiemory, and call 
forth the sympathy c^ the living. Pythi^ras 
was a wise maul, thought my friend ; but were I 
to think with him,! should be pronounced a fool, 
a madman, or any thing but wise. HumanUy 
is, nevertheless, commendable, ' take all I have 
sweet bird,^ said he, ' and did I not verily be- 
lieve tfaou art^mpr^. happy in the range of diis 
lYpqd, l^han coope4 up in solitary oonfinesaent 
with inan^ I would take thee home, and <;herish 
th^ with Jiie tendeiness that is due to. all God^s 
Cjff^tiires/ . Xbe evening was rapidly adyan/eing 
•T^my friend W9^ eager to be gon? — and yet, with 
h}^ eyes ri vetted ' cm his mute companion,, who 
iras still piicking up the crumby at his fe^, h^ 
seemed fixed to the spot. Nor could he have 
mu$;|iere4i :resolution to depart, he has since de- 
clare tP 7^, had not the qbject of bis^retentiwi 
asiJl^iwer^in pity to his wi&akne^, winged, its 
flight;,, aqd ld$ himcmce fnpre.to bi» lo^ly ^an<p 
4pi?pgH, 

f 'Ji^pi^n^ive naood, shel^ter^ fircpttlje u^pitying 
tdoTffi by^Hi alinostiiKipeneti^^bl^ bowor of thiqli 
Md; ky^y foliage, he ijourneyed on; ijomw^ <»a th^ 
^p»«^ diK^nfesi of, aa^cieat 9flges, mA ithe mow 
^iMed4)pi«ii<«iisofmQd^i;Q,^^ n ; 

wllPKi appiaritwim ;rf %\^ dj^ad afe iwt reftatefd ^od 
beliOT^/ a^ifs tk^ learned: J>v.),^q)h)90i^m: Mihis 
c^inion, whiclpt, p^hapg^preyaite aa iar^as Jmrna* 
nature is dilfiised* could biecOme unimansitl ictnly 



266 

by its truth. Those who never heard of one 
another would not have agreed in a tale whictv 
nothing but experience can make credible. That 
it is doubted by single cavillers, can very Kttle 
lYeaken the general evidence; and some who 
deny it with their tongues, confess it by their 
fears/ 

^^ In dark and sequestered retreats, imagination 
feasts upon its own inventions. The gloom in 
which my friend was enveloped, could scarcely 
have been expelled by the bright radiance of a 
glittering sun. It became more dense by the 
total eclipse of that luminary, and it was only by 
occasional peeps, caught through the lofty avenue, 
that he could get a glimpse of the departing twi- 
light. 

"The nature of his reflections, the sadness of his 
heart, and the awful stillness, ^ve when the rust- 
ling leaves, or sound of his own footsteps broke 
upon the ear, with the apprehension of being bei 
nighted e're he could reach a human habitation; 
wherein to rest his wearied limbs ; all contributed 
to give vigour to his visionary flights. Night 
was rapidly advancing,' and he in "this dol^l 
mood was thoughtfully pricing th^ tedious tmdc, 
when the pale glimmering Of the moon cast a ra^r 
of light through an opening across tiis patii,^ dnd 
presented to his view a living form. He startled 
— but he knew not 'why ; — ^for the thouglit of any 
human creature being near M hand was welcome 
to his heart. He lodged again towards the spot, 
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Qtid thought he percdved a figure in white moying 
iM; asdJstanoB. He^ paused for a moiideDt, and 
steadily gazed upon the object — it was no super- 
stitious wandering of the fancy— 4ie distinctly 
perceived .a Jiving ereature~it moved to and fro, 
aod! seemed now to be advancing towards him. 
If it< did not [create fear, it produced something 
very likie it. He has since honestly confessed 
that JM^i^heart beat rather quicker than usual-rrhis 
ner^eS'ivere all in agitation, and a sensatiopi of 
awe iseem0d to deprive him of the power of 

moving, ' 

" Afier ihe first moments of surprise, however, 

heralliedhis spirits, and would fain have persuaded 

himself that it was, in all probability, a labourer 

returning home from his work ; and was about to 

proceed, wh^n again the fleeting object caught 

his sight. Again he started, paused, and looked 

steadfastly , ' It is ! — ^it must be V said he with 

pious exultation, ' the spirit of my revered parent 

•-^the meeting I've so. long implored in vain is 

now at hand^-^hei^ven grant me but strength to 

avail myself of the indulgence ;' and, sprin^g 

fwn^^rd as he spoke, he soon reached the identical 

spot that was to terminate all his hopes and fears. 

Alas ! they were quickly dispersed; but not to his 

satisfi^tion. On coming up to the little gate, that 

was placed at the end of the walk to keep out the 

cattle, he beheld nothing moi^ than an old grey 

horse, that was quietly grazing on the adjacent 

common ; and which, in all probability, had been 

2l 
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endeavouring' to make his way into the wood, 
ht the same purpose that inddoed my friend fo 
enlearit*'^ 

Onuiy other oceefiion, this gentleman would, 
likely aiough, have joined in tihe kugh against 
himself; but, in the present case, he feels a holy 
reverence for his weakness, and claiikis the privi- 
hge that he gives to others of enjoying dieir own 
<^ittt<ki6, widiotlt deducing false arguments for 
their guide. Th^r may also laugh at his folly 
should It annise them, while they take a lesson 
from his romantic but unoffending credulity. 

Tte powers of the imagination over the sober 
senses, are most h^eniously depicted by an author 
of some celebrity, in the following account given 
of some shipivrecked travellers. It is quoted for 
the amusement of those who may not yet have 
faxet with it in their literary rambles. 
• >' The voyagers were cast away,^^ says the re- 
later of the incident, ^' upon the Island of Malta, 
and were led by the inhal^ants to a cave, who, 
afiek* spreading beds of dry leaves, and heaping 
fresh billets' of wood on the fire, withdrew , Judge 
of iheit horror. The lighted wood blamed brightly, 
£Hid illumined thie whole cave, which disclosed 
thfe ikiost terrific objecte. Isabel screamed aloud 
**^* We shall be stung !— we shall be devoured by 
these ugly hionstans !* The attendants took the 
alarm , and echoed her exclamations . Jacquelina 
gased around with no less terror. ' Let us leave 
this place,"' said she calmly, • danger surrounds 
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us. Let us be gcme before these cveatiires are 
sufficiently revived foy the heat to be able to hurt 
us.' Adders, vipers, toads, and every vemtuous 
reptile ^vere distinctly visible all about the cayeru, 
as the blaze shone upon their" sparkling eyes and 
buriushed scales. ^ How could thesi^ people be 
so cruel as to leav« us here ?' cried eai^ of the 
party as tbgr soii^t in vain for the elitnaioe. of 
the cave. > The fire is oinr best safeguard agadnst 
these animals,^ sadd .lacquelina, ^ let us keep close 
to it, as tibe best means, wider Prudence, of 
preservation.' As the blaze wavered from the 
wood fire, die idbserved with astonishment the pa* 
cific disposition of these formidaUe companions. 
No hiss — no sound ^alever betrayed a bostik 
tendency— each retained its situation unmoved^ ;«r«- 
tfae serpent ccmtimied coiled uf^ ; and the adder, 
whose "ferked tongue darted from its widenex* 
tended jaws in the act to strike, yet made qq 
advance. As tise femiliartees the most horrible 
obje^, JacqueKna collected coiuiiage to examine 
thfe singular phenomenon. She feared 4liai Ait 
whole was created by a disturbed unrngiMOti^n^ 
by their late sufferings . She took a lighted fonnd 
fixxn the fire and was advancing to as<iertaiii the 
truth, whm Isabel, grasping her violently, en^ 
treated that die would not venture to excite the 
wrath of Ibese farocioas animals. ' Santa JMbriat ^ 
exclaimed Louisa at the sane time, ^ cme of them 
has just glided by my side.' ' Isabel clasqped Jac- 
quelina in agony . ' But you are not stdng Louisa ?^ 
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dema&ded Jacquelina: • > I believe not^-^I don'i 
know^^^my Lady. Hbly Mother praservie wf— = 
and she fell on her knees. ^ Rouse u{l<tfae fire/ 
said Jacquelina, ' that I may have sufficiafit lights 
for I am determined to know if this be realiljy^.' 
The trembling Louisa obeyed ; and Isabd 4e^ 
termined, since Jaicquelina was resolved to be 
convinced, to share thie dangef* she could not pre^ 
vent her from encountering. They proceeded tq 
the investigation. What was their joy cgsd sur- 
prise to find it all a petrifisu^n*. Jac^^etlina im-^ 
mediately tecoUected thdt this must be.St. PauVs 
cave, of whose wonders she. h^ ,heard« Re<- 
tuming their thanks to God, they rjoduuied , their 
humble bfed, and tasted the. sweets of udipter^ 
rupted repose4 

*^ Next morning, when their hospitable hosts 
returned, bearing a repast of rich finiits and hooey^ 
they explained that ^ this was the cave of St. Paul ; 
that it was th&it custom to bring all whom the 
tempest should throW on their coasts to this halt- 
lowed retreat, in the firm belief 6i its recovering 
them from the ill ve£fe^ of shipwreck. They 
pointied triumphantly to . the venomous reptile 
which had fastened on the Apostle's hand. This, 
with many other noxious creatures, transfixed. by 
his powerful word, whifch decreed that none 
should eter after exist <xi the Island, remains a 
standing proof of Divine power.'' 

We are informed by the historian also, that 
there is a ridiculous legendary tale in the re^ 
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gister of tbe Abbey of Ely, doiV iri the Bodlean 
Itbraryj relive to the powerful imagination of 
a- certain Monk, respecting W. De Warren ; who 
was honoured by William Rufus with the £arl«- 
dom of Surrey, and had violently detained in his 
possession certain lands belonging to the Monks 
of St. Etheldred in that city. 

" The Abbot, as the story goes, was one night 
interrupted in his devotions by the rattling of the 
DeviVs carriape^ and heard the poor Earl of 
Surrey in this infernal vehicle most piteously im- 
ploring for nvercy, but in vain ! He had de- 
frauded the btt)thefhood of Ely^ The sin was 
too enormous to be forgiven. Next morning the 
Abbot related to the Mor^s what he h^ad heard 
the preceding night. Aboirt four days after, there 
arrived a messenger from the Lady Gundred, his 
widow, with one hundred shillings, an immense 
isum in those days, to obtain the prayers of the 
Abbey for the repose of the EafPs soul. Upon 
inquiry it was found he had died exactly at the 
hour in which the good Abbot heard him jKisting 
so reluctantly to tlie lower regions. It was not to 
be supposed that pious community would receive 
the mortuary of a sinner thus dearly doomed to 
endless torture. The messenger consequently re- 
turned with the money, and a most dismal account 
of his deceased master* 

" Unfortunately for the credit of Monkery, a 
material error is evident,'* says the historian, " in 
jlhis relation. So that both heretics, and modern 



sceptics, enthiisiiBUsts, and superstitious devotees* 
must doubt the truth of it ; for liie Lady Gundred , 
who is said to have sent the mass money to 0y, 
had been dead for three years. She liaving de- 
parted this life, in child-bed, on the 24th of May, 
1085; and the Earl on the 23d of June, 1068.^' 
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NUMBER XXXVIIL 



ON DEATH. 



Is Deatli a pow*rfol Monarch i Trne- 
PjBrbaps yoo idread ihe tjraDt, too? 
Fear, like a fog, p^eclude^ tbe li|;ht, 
Or swells the object to the sight. 
Attend my visionary page, 
And I'll disarm the tyrant's rage. 
Come, let the ghastly form appear, 
He's not so terrtbte when near. 
Distance deludes th' unwary eye. 
So clouds seem monsters in the sky ; 
Hold frequent converse with him now, 
He'll daily wear a milder brow. 



• DEATH is a solemn subject ; — it is a sentence 
passed on mankind, which cannot be repealed. 
A change we must all undergo, on quitting this 
transitory life to enter on eternity. ^^ Flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kinffdom of Ood^^^ 
Those who will be found aUve at the second 
coming of Christ) when He shall come in His 
glorious Majesty to judge both the quick and the 
dtiads YTiff not <Ke» but they will tindei^as grt^t 
aN^hahge as deaih is to us. ^^ Thdse thM sleep 
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in the grave shall awahe, and the dead in 
Christ shall rise firsts and they that are alive 
shall he changed^ and caught to meet the 
Lord in the air. We shall not all sleep ^ hut 
we shall all he changed in a moment^ in the 
twinkling of an eye^ at the last trump. ^^ 
"^ Hence we learn that, when Almighty God 
thinks fit to gather to Himself man's spirit, the 
disunion of soul and body must \ake place. Our 
removal from this transitory life to a state c^ eter- 
nity, cannot be effected without such a change; 
and yet, of all the evils that oppress mankind, 
there is not one we seem to dread sp much as 
death. Whether considered as the total dissolu-^ 
tion of the body, when the senses are all destroyed, 
and the faculties of the mind cease to perform 
their accustomed duties ; — ^whether we apprehend 
the pain and agony that may attend our dying 
moments, when the parting stroke is given which 
separates soul and body ; — or whether we behold 
ourselves on the brink of eternity, and on the very 
verge of passing into ttie immediate presence of 
Divine Majesty, it is avpful and appalling. : Still, 
it is not sp terrible,: perhaps, as. man imagines; 
there'is afi all-sufficient antidote against the fears, 
so nattut^tobuaiaiiity,Qf daath.and'dytng. Did 
we reflect: propei'Iy dn these . importanlt subjiscts, 
our imnds would, in all probability, be delivered 
from a variety of distressing apprehensions. M The 
JLord God formed , man tf the duit of the 
ground^ and breathed into his nostrils the 
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brkath of iifi, nnd' man became a Hting 

soul;^^ the] body* #as animated, as the soul ivas 

irtibSed irtWit. »Whien all God^s purposes, f4M^ 

which He' broiigh* us int6 being, are accom* 

plish^ in'tis, hel^moves us out of this world by 

death. •' Ifhef breath He bi^eathed into oui^ nostrils 

departs out oif^our body— ^the pulse ceases td^besff 

—the t?ifculdti6*i»<if the lilbod stops-^he iilt^lleic- 

tUal fe^iltiefe ^ parish , artd the body returns to? thfe 

element oufe of wjiiehit was formed ; • .' ' 

' 'We lo6k» oA sickniess^ disease, and old age, as 

ptOgihcii^ics ^ '^feath.'v But, distinct fpottl^^^e; 

^^^The)^isyt^time *o>itffc>''-^X3od appoints the 

h6\jr,'aiid 'We must' obey thie calK It is some- 

trriies preceded by a fit of ^ieknes^-r4ometimes 

(^tfteS* isuddenly' upon us»^^ild , soirietim^ by slow 

degrees ' advance i Com^'when it will, if 'we 

leariri to familiarise Wtt thoughts #ith it, by the 

consolations which Revealed religion offers, we 

shall meet it with Christian fortitude, and resign 

our breath to Him who gave it, without dismay. 

Many have died without a sigh or groan ; may 

we not do the same ? Death is produced by cer- 

'ttiti physical causes, and may not be so terrible 

when near at hand,'^ tvfieti viewed at a distance. 

Of this we have toahy proofe. Then why should 

we perplelt ourselveis, or anticipate those sufllerings 

which we i«ay never be doomed to experience ? 

• The Scriptui'es speak of death as a sleep : may 

we riot reascAiAbly suppose then, that all fears con- 

cerniiig it are groundless } It is evident that the 
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the act of dying, it is inst^fifaneoui^^ — ^the soul de* 
parts from the body» and, according tq .the Scrip-^ 
tures, we fall asleep, -ft is receded in the New 
Testanoieiit concerning the death ,t>f Stephen, that 
he was stoned — ^^ caUing upotiy cmd saying. 
Lord Jesus ^ receive my SQul-:''<md he fell 
asfeep.^^ 

, And when pw.Lord wefit to Bf^thany to raise 
i,a^arus from the gravcj, Ha^^vW^ His disci- 
ples,. " Ourfriefid Lgzaqi(^:^le!^ef;h; b^t^fgo 
that i may wake him out of^leep . : Then said 
His discipJeSj Lprd^ if he^ sjfiep^ he shfdi do 
well. Ifofobeity Je^ffs spake ^ his. deafh : 
but they, thought that. J^e . hcifl ■ spoken of 
TAjEciNG oj^ R£ST IN $X4C)£P., Then ^,cfid Jesus 
unto them plqinly ^ JLazaru^.is ,fUfad.^^ - 
,/^^d St, Paul, wheij prqying ^|ie,^rtaifltXiOf 

C^P^cL^^then of the twelpe. ., After that iff e 
was sifen of above Jive httf^dred brethv:en at 
once; of whom the greater part remjoini unto 
th^ present^ but some are fai^iIuBnaslbep.^^ 

. ^l\y then should the %r of des^tli^oi; .%ipg^takp 
such strong hold of us .? It }S\ surely t^ec^flse we 
do not sufficiently exercise our minds concerning 
the things that are upon record in the Holy 
Scriptures for our .consol^w.* A prpper atten^ 
tion to them would, no doubt, be all-sufficient to 
sustain us against further dread of resigning our 
breath to Him who gave it. And the calmness 
:pith which some depart out of this life, is a con- 
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finkiation of the ease with which the soul and 
body separate. How frequently does it happen, 
that the dying person is speaking one moment, 
and unexpectedly to those who are present, falls 
asleep the next— to awake only, "in another and 

a better world ?^' 

* 

Death, then, is not so terrible in itself, as to 
behold. To the survivors it is certainly one of 
the heaviest afflictions of this life. Of all the ills 
that flesh is heir to, there is surely none equal to 
that of losing those we love. Indeed it is almost 
too grievous to be borne. It rends the heart, and 
Headers 'it insensible to remonstrance, olid incapa- 
ble of, receiving consolation » It is a natural and 
a sacred grief ; it shoiald not be disturbed by 
casual, obtruder^ ; nonie but the privil^ed should 
presiume to intemipt the sad mournings t>f affec- 
tioUi While the whole soul is absorbed in its sor* 
rows^ a reasonable indulgence should be allowed 
the mourner. Time alone can effect that calm 
submidsioni which friends, in the goodness of 
their heart, imperatively impose as a religious 
obligation on a surviving relative. It certainly 
requires all the energies of the mind— ^1 the 
powers of reason and religion — ^to combat against 
an affliction that deprives us of every hope, and 
is calculated to damp every enjoyment of this life. 
But, neither reason nor religion require that the 
sensibilities of the heart are to be closed against 
the natural impressions' they must make upon a 
susceptible mind. 



the act of dying, it is inst^fifaneoui^^ — ^the soul de^^ 
parts from the body, and, according tq the Scrip-^ 
tures, we fall asjeep. Jt is recorded ixi the New 
Testament concerning the death .i>f Stephen, that 
he was stoned — '^ caUing upon, cmd saying. 
Lord Jesus ^ receive my soulrr<^nd he fell 
asfeep.^^ 

. And when our ^ Lord i^^^t to Bethany to raise 
i^a^arus from the grayc^, Ha ^skm^^^IW'I^ His disci- 
ples,. ''Our friend L^arff^:^le!^«fh; hitt^lgo 
that I may wake him put/qf^leq^. : Then said 
His disciples, Lgrd^ if he^ sjfiep^ he shfdi do 
well. Hopbeit, Je§ff^ spah^ qf his death : 
but^ th^,^ thought that, ^e^ had; ^^hen of 
TAjKiNo oj^ REST IN SLC)£P., Then ^qid Jesus 
unto themphfinly, La^aru^ is ,^ad.^^ , 

/^-(Vnd St Paul, w,he^ prflying t|ie,9prteia^x.of 

cj)^r^$;^vr^^"^^4wi t^s, , V E[^s ^m r^^^ ^ 

C^plfcf/s,then of the twelpe. ,. After, that ;JE[e 
WQS^ si^en if above five hundred brethv;en at 
onfie; of whom the greater part rempin^ wdo 
th^pfjesent^ but some are VAhi^i^ii asJaBbp.^^ 

lyi^y then ahoiild the fi^ of des^tli^oi: %ipg,talap 
such strong hold of us .? It isi surely j^ec^ifse we 
do not sufficiently exercise our minds concerning 
the things that are upon record in the Holy 
Scriptures for our consoll^tim.' A prpper atten^ 
tion to them would, no doubt, be all-«uJfieient to 
sustain us against further dread of resigning our 
breath to Him who gave it. And the calmness 
with which some depart out of this life, is a con- 
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finkiadon of the ease with which the soul and 
body separate. How frequently does it happen, 
that the dying person is speaking one moment, 
and unexpectedly to those who are present, fidls 
asleep the next-— to awake only, "in another and 

a better world ?^' 

» 

Death, then, is not so terrible in itself, as to 
behold. To the survivors it is certainly one of 
the heaviest afflictions of this life. Of all the ills 
that flesh is heir to, there is surely none equal to 
that of losing those we love. Indeed it is almost 
too grievous to be borne. It rends the heart, and 
renders lit insensible to remonstrance, and incapa- 
ble of) receiving consolation; It is a natural and 
a sacred grief; it should not be disturbed by 
casual, obtruder^ ; none but the privileged should 
presiume to interrupt the sad mournings t>f atifec- 
tioUk While the whole soul id absorbed in its sor- 
rows^ a reasonable indulgence should be allowed 
the mourner. Time alone can effect that calm 
sulnnidsioai which friends, in the goodness of 
their heart, imperatively impose as a religious 
obligation on a surviving relative. It certainly 
requires all the energies of the mind — all the 
powers of reason and religion — ^to combat against 
an affliction that deprives us of every hope, and 
is calculated to damp every enjoyment of this life. 
But, neither reason nor religion require that the 
sensibilities of the heart are to be closed against 
the natural impressions' they must make upon a 
susceptible mind. 
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ON TinLOAR BRRCmS. 



CuBtoniy the world's great idol, we adore, 
And knowing this, we seek to know oo more. 



wt»m 



'' ERROR,'' it has been very jusdy observed, 
^^ is never so fatal in its effect as when inculcated 
by men of celebrity. Their authority gives it 
that external appearance of truth,'' says the same 
author, *^ without which, in some d^^ree, it never 
becomes prevalent." When the public mind is 
thus influenced by assertions not altogether cor- 
rect, it behoves Ihe man of study and research, 
when he has discovered mistakes, to make kniown, 
iac the benefit of society, the inaccuracy of such 
statements. 

To refute errors, to do away prejudices, or to 
qppose a generally received opinion, is a bold un- 
dertaking. It requires confidence, as well as 
energy and diligence, in the individual who as- 
pires to such a task ; more particularly where 
public errors are sanctioned by the authority iX a 
great name, or tolerated by custom. Many^ who 
have the opportunity of diving into truths, are too 
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timid, perhaps, to meet a sneer or an overbearii^ 
rebuff, by advancing sm opinion contrary to tl^at 
which has been generally adopted ; or, they m^^y 
be too indifferent to national benefits to give 
themselves the least trouble to improve the public 
mind. Thus, error and prejudice make daily 
encroachments on a nation^s judgment, and lead 
multitudes ai^trjsty ; the majority of mankind not 
having the opportunity of convincing themselves 
by referring to chapter and verse. And; many, 
even admitting they had, have not. the industry to 
trace out truths, and draw conclusions fr^Nqa clear 
and impartial accounts ; but, tak;e all up^iv 9<;|m. 
mon report^ and give into custom without a .^rq- 
flectipq , be the Wi^ndar^ never so palpable , ^ , , 

It may be asked — ^who's to decide when <|qctprs 
disagree ? or how it is to be known which are 
clear and. impartial accounts ? 

To these inquiries it may be answered, liy 
promng them^ as we do all other accounts; which 
may easily^ bq done by men of experience and re- 
search, -though a Goldsmith or a LyttletQ^ be 
compromised in the attemp);.^ M^l^en, it,, js con- 
sidered in what manner tl^ e for^ner. w.rQt^ ;1]^ \^i^ 
^rical epistles, it may not, perhap9« seqm strp^^ 
that inadvertenci^ should appe^-afq^Qg hip Jfter 
rary performances ; an4 yet this histqi^anis^g^e- 
rally put into the. h^nds of youqg people. It i^ 

said of this g;reatigqQiui^^ t|^at ^%r^4^^^^^^S ^^ 
early p^rt pl^ the day in rea4ii)g Gibl)9p?s J^Iisr^ 
tones, he usually rode out for a co.\iple^of If quvfi; 
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to digest the subje<it of his morning study ; re- 
tilriied liome, and put to writing the result of his 
meditations! 

Hume, too, who was highly complimented, it 
is said, on the correctness of his style, particu- 
larly in his History of England; yet, he made a 
most Regions blunder in asserting, that, " if 
ever the National Debt came up to one hundred 
millions, this country "would be ruined/^ Being 
asked by a friend, '* how he could make such a 
mistake, seeing that the debt was then far above 
that sumi, and likely to be much more ?^* *' Om?- 
ing to a mistake, sir^^^ said he, '^ common to 
writers by profession, who are often obliged 
to adopt statements on the atithority of other 
people P^ 

It was the wise maxim of Pythagoras, however, 
to impress upon the minds of his scholars the pro- 
priety of making themselves masters of their sub- 
ject, before they attempted to discuss it: How 
much more necessary then, that historians should 
exatnine events, by comparing notes, and search- 
ing into the origin of things, instead of tamely 
submitting to the erroneous assertions of others, 
and negligently handing down to posterity partial 
accounts and false statements for decided £sicts. 

The almost "universal opinion that Henry the 
VIII . was the first English Monarch that assumed 
the title of " Defender of the FatfA,^^ se^ms to 
be as gross an error' as ever appeared on the pages 
of history ; but having been once asserted by a 
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mtai of gleilNiSj every succeeding bi^rian tdh 
tte ssaiie!:st0ry^^tiie' public take it Scnr granted: 
and if: one solitaty being, who may have traced 
out the tmtb^ dart^ vdntlire to^ oppose anopmibn 
9o pretaknf; froit^the autllorltj;^ -b;^ whidi ii) ii 
sanctioned, he is at once silienced and absehed by 
the VoGifer6u» insinnatioiid ^ cf i ;» - mdd mOfMitibde^ 
who unbltebin^jiy .de61arfe\tlMt ibey are^ too^iveU 
atiquaiUtedi mik history id be itnateUdn on^a point 
tbM will DsoU €ivien adfaait of argunientf' Schocd 
hbyn produQ^^ dieir histoHte^^utpn^ stip))ol^ 4beir 
pri^umpfion; : in ;preBaatni^ly dbnbtmg tlve' ri^fii* 
ter 'a : ^(HiTi^ess-^^'and men of higher erudition 
are astxmisbed at the bold assertion; 

',' Welt/-; exckims a pert litfle IVfissin^ bet 
teens, midile snbject in question^ '4t is^ the first 
time in frijf^Uk that / levei beaird the thing 
doubted— •/thought! all iithe: world knew upon 
JYlliat: occasion the title of DfiFBNbteR o^i rut 
Faitb wag bestowdd on Henry ithel VIIL Fm 
surl&iybu must be wrongs sir; nily Aiinify who 'is 
blotter ;V^r^ in hii^tovy than any body, will tell 
yotfithfe same. And I am ^uiYe ceiriam ^hsit ^tb^ 
title was^&rst given to Heniry ¥IIIi by Pope Leo 
the'T^ith, foi^> hadng^ written someAiing in de* 
febce df the Papal>^Sd^Kranl|ektsv 'v ^irie^ it but 
yesterday in Goldsmith's History !:^^»« > ' 

That Pope Leo coraptrraented Henry Vffl. 
with the title on that occasiqii, is not to be denied ; 
but it was certainly only the renovation o!f an an- 
cient title belonging to Kings of England nearly 

2n 
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an hundred years prior to the reign of Henry the 
VIII. Anctent records will shew, to those who 
have the inclination as well as the opportunity of 
nrfenn|ng to them, several charters granted to the 
University of Oxfinrd, long before Pope Leo, or 
hisisanguinitry friend was in being, says Cham- 
bctrlayne: they bear testimony of a fact so litde 
known, even aman^ the literati of the present 
age. Would' noiodern historians so far adopt the 
Pythagorian system, as to dive well into doubtful 
points before they assert them for truths ; or would 
individuals, who have the opportunity ci referring 
to ancient records, ccmrect such palpable errors, 
which, through carelessness, idleness, and inat- 
tenticMi; or perhaps, the fanciful imagination of 
an inventive genius, have crept into histcnry ; the 
public mind would not be thus misled. 

With respect to the title in question, it seems 
that it must have laid dormant until it was for- 
gotten. Why it was ever dropped by Kings of 
England, whenChristianity was firmly established 
in the nation, sc»ne able student, probably, may 
feel inclined to search out, when convinced of the 
incorrectoess €i the statement. For certain it is, 
that. when his Popeship bestowed tliis mark of 
honor on his worthy coUeague^ it was ibut the 
renovation of an ancient title*. 

( 

* See Chainberlayne's Chionicle.— Duke Humphrej^s Titles, when Pro- 
tebtor, daring the miiiorit^ of his Nephew Henry VI#— the ancient records 
of certaiQ ol»aittrs!gtaated to the Unhrenky of Oxford, &a &c. 
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sneer, would wonder how. he came so mighty wise ; 
and rtl^ bulk of sagacious critics, t influenced by 
the general voice, by pronouncing him a confi- 
dent blockhead for endeavouring to confute such 
well authenticated fiwis^ movid diminish the 
respect a Sew might feel ineltiMid to bestow upon 
his dweoveries ; and thus Uast his reputation for 
ever. Whereas ^ celebrated mme would at once 
&a6vBQe eomriotion ;»-^hts veseasudies would be 
crowned wiilfa >succes8, as Ms labours would de- 
8^^e;tt-w4iig ambition would be gratified-4iis 
feme would \be establidied as the discoverer of 
tmthv.<>4IJji|e ^opm would no longer be im- 
posed loa snicceeding geoemtions-^aiid his me«- 
taffty twoidd be >«evered in after ages. 

: The mort liohle wder of the garter is very ge- 
i»^[!ally bdy^eved to have taken its rise from die 
circumstance of the Countess of Salisbury having 
cbropped her garter at a ball, which our gallant 
Kii^Edward the Third taking up, presaited to her 
with these words, Honi sait qui mal y pense. 

Hxiw thia error crept into history may be diffi^ 
mltj at this distance of time, to ascertain; bat 
itmt the public should give into the opinion, must 
be attributed to the historians who have copied 
Qiie fiomt the oth^, without giving th^nselves the 
trottbla to iuquire into the real origin of the insti- 
tution; and being thus handed down from one 
gewration to another, the story carries with it all 
the appearance of truth, and is naturally supposed 
to be asserted on good authwity. 
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to digest the subjei^t of his morning study ; re-, 
tunied home, and 'put to writing the result of his 
meditations! 

Hume, too, who was highly complimented, it 
is said, on the correctness of his style, particu- 
larly in his History of England; yet, he made a 
tboAt egregious blunder in asserting, that, '^ if 
ever the' National Debt came up to one hundred 
millions, this country would be ruined/^ Being 
asked by a friend, '* how he could make such a 
mistake, seeing that the debt was then far above 
that sum, and likely to be much more?^* " Ow- 
ing to a mistake, sir,^^ said he, '^ common to 
writers by ptofession, who are often obliged 
to adopt statements on the authority of other 
people /" 

It was the wise maxim of Pythagoras, however, 
to impress upon the minds of his scholars the pro- 
priety of making themselves masters of their sub- 
ject, before they attempted to discuss it; How 
much more necessary then, that historians should 
exai!nine events, by comparing notes, and search- 
ing into the origin of things, instead of tamely 
submitting to the erroneous assertions of others, 
and negligently handing down to posterity partial 
accounts and false statements for decided £sicts. 

The almost "universal opinion that Henry the 
VIII. was the first English Monarch that assumed 
the title of ^* Defender of the Fdith,*^ 'seenwi to 
be as gross an error as ever appeared' on the pages 
of history; but having been once asserted by a 
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mtoi of gfeilNis^e^ein^ sttcceeding bi^rian tdh 
tte ssaiie!:stdry^N»-.tiie' public take it for granted: 
and if one solitaty being, who may have' traced 
out the tititb^ dart^ vdnttire t(> opfKS^ an opimbii 
90 |Mretaknf; iroiti^the autllorltj/^^b;^ whidi itii 
sanotioned, he is a(t oiice mlienced and< albsehed by 
the Vociferous insinuatieiid ^ of ;a ' mdd ' muMitibde^ 
who unbltebinljijr .de6IarfeNtb«t ibey ere^ too' ymW 
adquaidtedi mik history id be itngtakdn on^a point 
thM will mnH tivien adfaait cff argtmieiitf Schod 
hbys produQ^: dieir histotite^^utofib sap))ol^ itbeif 
prdsmmption; ; in ; ^Moematui^ly dbnbtmg die refill 
ter 'a ; QCNnr^^eoB-^^'and men of ^ higher erudition 
are astiHiisbed at* the bold assertion; 

S' Well'/-; exckiins a pert litfle l\fiss in bet 
tdonsv'^i tite subject in question^ '^it is the first 
time in w^ 'Ufe thdt / mei' heard the thing 
doubted — I thought! alii ithe : worid» knew upon 
JYllat: occasion the title of DsFSMbteR of rut 
Fait« wa0 bestowexl on Henry ithei VIIL Vm 
stirl&iybu must be wrong, sir; niy^ Auntiy who 'is 
b^tter.vfer^ in hiM;ory than any body, will tell 
yotfithfe same. And / am ^te ceirinm that ^Hm 
title was^&rst given to Heniry Villi by Pope Leo 
the Ti^ith, foi^> hadngi written son^hing^ in de* 
febce df the Papal>'S^ki»iami|^tsv>'v I-^i it but 
yesterday in Goldsifiith's History . J^^'i' > - - 

That Pope Leo coraptrraented Henry Vffl. 
with the title on that occasioii, is not to be denied ; 
but it was eertainly only the renofvation of an an- 
cient title belonging to Kings of England nearly 
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to digest the subject of hiis morning study ; re- 
turiied home, and 'put to writing the result of his 
meditations'! 

Hume, too, who was highly complimented, it 
is said, on the correctness of his style, particu* 
larly in his History of England; yet, he made a 
most egregious blunder in asserting, that, " if 
ever the Natioiial Debt came up to one hundred 
millions, this country would be ruined/^ Being 
asked by a friend, '* how he could make such a 
mistake, seeing that the debt was then far above 
that sum, and likely to be much more ?^* " Ow- 
ing to a mistake^ sir^^^ said he, '^ common to 
writers by profession^ who are often obliged 
to adopt statements on the authority of other 
people V^ 

It was the wise maxim of Pythagoras, however, 
to impress upon the minds of his scholars the pro- 
priety of making themselves masters of their sub- 
ject, before they attempted to discuss it; How 
much more necessary then, that histori^ms should 
exatnine events, by comparing notes, and search- 
ing into the origin of things, instead of tamely 
submitting to the erroneous assertions of others, 
and negligently handing down to posterity partial 
accounts and false statements for decided iacts. 

The almost tmiversal opinion that Henry the 
VIII. was the first English Monarch that assuined 
the title of " Defender of the FdifA,"' se^ms to 
be as gross an error' as ever appeared' on the pages 
of history ; but having been once asserted by a 
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mtoi ijS gefkiuBi i&venf succeeding bi^rian tdh 
tte s£u»e:sMry^^tiie'^iiblfc take it for granted: 
and if one sditaty being, wbo may have' traced 
out the tmtb;^ daft^ vdnttire t(> opfKS^ anopimSoii 
9o pretaknt; iroitethe autllorlty ^b^ whidi itii 
sanotioned, he is at oiice silenoed and abdshed by 
the VoGiferous. hnsinnatieiid of;a'radd moMitibde^ 
who unbltebin|jty de61arfe' that i ibey are^ toO' yretW 
adquaiUtedi mik history id be itustakdn or^a point 
thM will noti €ivien adfaait cff avgument! ^Schod 
hbyn produo^^ dieir faistotite^^utofib^ supf^ol^ 4beir 
piri^umpfion; ; in preflaatni^ly dbubtfaig the ri^fu^ 
ter 'a : €(Nnrieiike8B-^*'and men of ^ higher erudition 
are astonished at the bold assertion ; 

'MlfeH,i^-i exdaims a pert btfle IVfissin bet 
telsns,'mi tbe snbject in question, '4t is the first 
time in w^ 'Ufe thdt / twei heard' the thing 
doubted— •/ thoi^hti all tthe: worlds knew upon 
jylilatf occasion the title of DsFBirDteR of^ Tniit 
FAixa wag bestoweid on Henry ithei VIIL Vm 
stirl&iyiHi must be wrong, sir; niy Aunty who iu 
better ver^ in hijrtory than any body, will tell 
yotfithe same. And I am ^te OBirinm that tb^ 
title was^&rst given to Henry Villi by Pope Leo 
the T^ith, foti hadng! written somefiiing in d^* 
fiebce df the Papal>^Sd^Kranl|ehts^ 'v I^ii^ea^ it but 

yesterday in Goldsuiith^s History !:^^«• > . 

That Pope Leo complimented Henry VIIL 
with the title on that occasipq, is not to be denied ; 
but it was certainly only the renovation af an an- 
cient title belonging to Kings of England nearly 
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open boat by the Jews, and banished Judea, when 
that great persecution arose recorded in Acts viii. 
1. ''And at that time there was a great per^ 
secution again8t the Church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions ofJudea andSamaria^ 
except the •Apostles. 3. Asjbr Saulj (after- 
wards named Paul) he made havoch of the 
Churchy entering into every house^ and haling 
men and women^ committed them to prison. 
4. Therefore^ they that were scattered abroad^ 
went BTERT WHERE preaching the wwd.^^ 

And thus was fulfilled the prophecy of 
Isaiah, chap. Ixvi. 19. '^ And I will send those 
that escape of them unto the natioM, to the 
isles afar off, that heme not heard my fame, 
neither have seen my glory. ^^ 

It is stated also, that as soon as Joseph of 
Arimathea landed with his party, he made appli- 
cation to the King for permission to settle near 
Glastcmbury, in SiMnersetshire. His request was 
granted, and twelve hides of land were assigned 
for the support of himsdf and followers. From 
which circuDEistance, the place to this day is called 
the twelve hides of Glaston. Such was the suc- 
cess of their ministry, that multitudes of the 
idolatrous inhabitants and superstitious druids, 
became obedient to the faith . So that even when 
Paul, Simon, Aristobulus, and others visited this 
Island, Britain, it is affirmed, literally swarmed 
with Christians ; and the British King, Lucius, 
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who was the first king that embraced Christianity, 
as early as the year 170, appointed three Arch- 
bishoprics, viz. London, York, and Chester. 
That of London, after nearly 500 years continu- 
ance, was transferred by Ethelbert to Canterbury, 
of which see AtJSTiir was Ifae first Archbishop^ 
when the inroads of the Saxons had thrown over 
the &ce of the country tiie darkness of German 
superstition, and checked the progress of Chris- 
tianity, which firom being barely tolerated had 
been openly encouraged, till Vortigem, about the 
year 445, called the Saxons to his aid, particu- 
larly Hengist and Horsa, two brothers, by whose 
united endeavours Christianity was nearly extir- 
pated . Many were made slaves. Those who es- 
caped fled into Cornwall and Wales ; and while 
the rest of the natives were fast relapsing into 
their ancient paganism, the Christians exer- 
cised their rettgion in its native purity ^ and 
continued deejply rooted in the Apostle's doc- 
trines, till Austin was sent over with forty other 
missionaries, by Gregory the first. Bishop <^ 
Rome, not, as is frequently asserted, to convert 
the whole nation^ but to restore Christianity 
among those who had been corrupted by the in- 
fluence of Saxon superstition; the persecuted 
Church being at that time most cruelly oppressed 
and overpowered, though Bertha, the Queen of 
Ethelbert, was at the very time a Christian. 

These are statements of old historians, and of 
which any one of perseverance and research, may 



couyiniae }^qi9^f . The io^dl^iit idcme • wQl suffer 
th^ir und^twdipgB Ip b^aiViKWiedion by argu- 
meiits oipqriialy or mtsfed iipdiyidualsv 

^ijistin, it i? ^yijff, wafi^,^e^l;wer.byrttle Pope to 
coiiLvai:! ]t]ia$.pa];t;Of:the ycownunily which had 
relqfH^«i44^ a^te pf iJjJigswiMip ; butihoQgb he 
brought hi3 €qmfejrt8>to;|»rq^M thejiiiifh^lx^i^m 
the. first tp teac;b jtl|^m:tO;^^ri%)r€, tAe tav^s qf 
C!hmtif^t2ft :^9r\ in Irywig to briwg thie a»cie»* 
J?nVi^A-C%tii*c/knt9! a ii?pnfoTpaily iwilti that -of 
Rome^jt .^d .find|f]^ ^ |f)^ialaiice ^qn tjhe part of the 
B|^ps av^dCl^gy, Jtie persuaded: falsi (^ibristian 

uSi.^pyi4id,tpK<fce Wifflfc^^ tW^Vte 

hup<Jjfeav,Mrr .-•./.;:.. t... . ■ • -•.:'•/ / •• • 

; Now, had 4wstpi!tie«njjtii/^,#i)st.|)^op9ga^^^ 
tt^e <xQspel iu puri Jslancly it WiW^ deapr, be epuUL 
ni^t^ .haye ^i|\?]^ ^^th eithei; J^isbc^ oriQ^rgj^ to 

national Christian; Church to Nbring under ^uji^j^c^ 
tionJtpJH^ei,Pap^S^, ; ^. 

l^^It v[f^ f^^^J^U towai)c(s the copclusipnt . ^. the 
Bi^j^^^ptvuyi^^ Bifffixt the year A* D. 596^ it should 
^.^^^1]^^,,1^^ £j^l^nd; 

a^4 t;\Yp ^uudredajQid eighty two^ye^H^ before that 
p^rj[Q4»4^ the year, 314, thtree l^ishi^swere sent 
from ]grjLtaia,to,assist,at the council at Aries I 

Many will consider it of little cwsequence tp 
know by whonx Christianity was first int^Muced 
ipto this couQtry-^in what age Protestantism arose 
-T^rthe Qfigi^Qf 4 title—or the foundation on which 
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an order was, instituted ; others- will affix to it afi 
importwce that may promote researches, to ascer- 
tain facts so essential for the pages of history : 
and a. spirit of ni^tionality, it is to be hoped, will, 
iathis age of inquiry, animate the soul of some 
able scholar, to confute the piJpable errors that 
have been handed down from one historian to 
a^pther, if^i^ ar ^a^less: indifference that i^ idost 
^tpni^hi^rin men of study afad erudition^ 

. With f^pecjbto the demand, '^ Shew us a Pra^ 
ttJSiiwt fyefore iXjutherf^^ and the question, 
^^)llfere you not Nail Roman Catholica till Henry 
VIILijquarreUed with the Pope?^^ It will be 
fo^^d • ^poa roflectiiHi, that we may answer the 
]att^. w^th an absolute negative. The first Chris- 
tjians whp. visited our shores, seminated the pure 
doctnn^ of the primitive Churjch ; al which time, 
ev^.til)e^Rom^u3S themselves had not fallen into 
t^ose e^rs,: which the turbulent spirit and ty- 
ra]39y of spine of their Bishops afterwards imposed 
u^^ i^f/sfHi, ^ |i(W^ts not to be dispensed with . . 

x^e^ Churalf if«B^ not^'jba the iorst a^ges o£ Chris- 
tianity, obliged to observe the rites of another. 
Tb^y might di^r in trivial points without offend- 
ing, so as they did aot violate the great articles of 
iaith established by the Apostles. And whoso- 
ev#* would impose particular observances on par- 
ticular Churches, were considered as violators and 
bres^kers of the unanimity o( the one great univer- 
1^1 er holy Catholic Church. 

And therefore have Bishops of Rome been 
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sharply censured, not only by the adverse party, 
but by those on their own side. As in the case 
of Victor, Bishop of Rome, A.D. 196, who ex- 
communicated the Eastern Churches, on account 
of some difference in the observation of Easter, 
and was condemned by either party as rash, heady, 
and turbulent. 

And again in the instance of Stephen, Bishop 
of Rome, A.D. 258, who was condemned as a 
breaker and disturber of the Churches^ peace ; be- 
cause, contrary to the mild precepts of the Gospel, 
he would impose upon others the belief of a dis- 
putable point. So that the forcing a bdief in 
lesser matters, was never allowed by the primitive 
Bishops, but was deemed unreasonable and tyran- 
nical ; for though there are many Churches, says 
Ireneus, there is but one faith. Thus by degrees, 
however, abuses crept into the Church of Rome ; 
the ignorant were deluded by supierstition, and 
not having the Scriptures for their guide, were, 
as St. Paul expresses it, ^^ tossed to and fro ^ 
and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine.^^ 

Now Austin, bringing with him all the errors 
of the Romish Church, and enforcing them upon 
ours, met with a formidable resistance from the 
native Christians, who were attached to their na- 
tional Church, which was established by disciples, 
who had seen and conversed with the Divine 
Founder of our holy religion ; but this bigoted 
Prelate determined to bring them under subjec- 



287 

tion to the Papal See; and accordingly, waded 
through scenes of human blood to effect his 
purpose. 

With respect to the term Protestant ^ although 
it was a name first given in Germany to denote 
all those who followed the doctrines of Luther 
and Calvin, it is now become a general denomi- 
nation for every member of the reformed Church. 
And, notwithstanding it was not in common use 
before the g^eat reformation, in the reign of Henry 
VIII • still it is a well-known fact, that the learned 
divine Wickliffe, and others in Germany as well, 
in the reign of Edward III. protested against the 
errors into which the Church of Rome had fallen, 
and he, and John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, 
were condemned as heretics, at a general council 
held at Constance, A. D. 1414 — 15. Consequently 
they and all their followers were decidedly Pro- 
testants. 
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NUMBER XLIL 



»iMi 



ON caa&mnuiH^ chabix^. 



If I am right, Thy grace impart, 
Still la the right to stay ; 

If I am wrong, O teach my heart 
To find that better way. 



1*1 ■>! 



THOUGH We* maybe assiduous in endeavouJri 
ing to defend the doctrines of the Church in all thdr 
native purity, still should charity, soft emblem of 
Christianity, influence our conduct, and teach us 
to lose sight of all animosities. We ought not to 
condenm too severely, though we may disapprove. 
The soundest critic, and the most virtuous par* 
tisan, should treat with lenity the frailty of mis- 
taken principles. Emmeous opinions may pro- 
ceed from the age or country in which we happen 
to be bom; they may be palliated by circum- 
stance, but cannot be justified by imitation. Su- 
perstitious prejudices, imbibed as duties, should 
call forth our compassion, rather than our ire ; 
for they overpower the most exalted mind, absorb 
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the^ens^s; atid'se^m to paralyse the reason. Let 
us then censure with mildness, and forbear to 
imitate ceremonies, and adopt opinions, that are 
neither sanctioned by Scripture nor instituted by 
DiVin)3 authority. -^ 

^^I^imititig Christians Mutually a4vise4 and as- 

sisted^eaeh other fdi^ the mainteniah6e of the ^reat 

• • • . 

preempts of 'the 6bsp6l, howeVer they might differ 
in trivial'matters or ceremonies of no importance, 
V.J^ef t^ fotlmo after the things which make 
Jbr pe^et^iatidX things whierewith one may 
edi^i!>ne\anothe^,^^ BSdthSt.Fnxil. 
\V» Alas !- ^f\kHt little attention was paid to this 
friendly exhortation of the* Apostle^s. Themee%' 
ness^ tov^,'and dhariig which he so strongly re-; 
coffifiaends, wald soon turned into prtc/e, rancour^ 
iMd> contention, ^ Instead of walking up to the 
fll^me^altiu: hailed in hand, many, through a mis- 
taken «M, though branches of the same vine, cut 
themselves off from the til^in body, and were de- 
servedly censured, d^ violators of the Church's 
coAcordy contnuy ta that'ftwe and charity for 
vHiich die priittitive Cbris^iails wer<^ so eminently 
dKstingtii&lDed ; so taiuch so;' indeed, that the hea- 
tkeM\ w^ are informed; obliet^edit^Mith a^tonish- 
09€»t, aad cried outnvith admiration, ''£^eAolcf 
how they love one another V'^ ^^ ^ 

In charity^ we are reqiiired to bear with eacli 
other's infirmities ; though, in duty^we are bojund 
to take as much pains to spread the truths of the 
gospel, to maintain the purity of the Apostohc 

2f ^ 



|L!^urc|i, and to repel imscrip^ral twete» a« otSaen 
4p p, pervert the greptt {^i^oij^es pf Cti|i9fianity , 
;md to sow the ,seecU of .^iscoi;^ amcmg thor 
t>^th^;^j, tpthe ja^ disgffac«; of ,reVgiQD. . ,. 

" There are ma$^ unnUy ctndvaiH talkers^ i 
8^tlp,,^.!]Rafa', ";4Bif| tUc^nr^t^whqte inmi$hs 
m^tiffi itdjpp^dt, ipJip «ff^«r^, ifboie hmues, 
ii^tff^figflfifigt.ipMchtk^ ought, wt. Where- 
foTfif^f^ifuk^, fh^m i sharpfyy *hat fhfUf «W8f • Ife 

;^nd^fn^t^eX(^f$h^.\7^^P1'^^ thatthfiSf 
^iftq^ Godi^p^Af^Mfirh^s^hfi9'dfny ffm.^'-,. 

" But fopli^ tujui uidec^^n^^ qHn^i^'. 
sf|ith this. Apostle to Timothy, "anoviii hnostning 
tli^J^k^ do gender strifSei." 

^' Cqnijmvfi', thw, in the thipg^f whieh Ihiou 
h^ff^fj^fifnfi/^ 4md hqst be^n W9ur^j(tf't hmw- 
ii^f^ qf whwn * tho^ tmt Jfiamfi^ thvmt , tfmti 
that/rfini a chUd thou has^ knffwn ^Me^ 
Scrigturet, whUfh ar(?i<|6fci<f) «K<i4e AAfiie mIm 
u^to fohafion^ ihrof/gh \fftiiJh> wk»h,M i» 
C5^4 Je^mf._ Prewh thfi tmdi.be iMamt 

hart. For th/e^ ^me Tipmicpm^. tah^ ihfj^iHiiU 
not^endwe gmaiift:idoctitimt butit^a^ithetr 
o^n . fmta^thafli ^hfi^^ \tf>. i thtmiGhfttt imihfiifi, 
ftf#Wl«<c%gr.jww;,; fm^^hfUf ^ktM Hum omi» 

their earsJYom the-prfffh\^. .. ?. -.ivA \\<^\\\ -JtoA 
(I How qui<:%,,p^eBitJ|^,€o«(^u»on;5^fi4*AiK)B- 

* It should be recoITected that Timothy was iDstrocted from his infancv 
mall toe tnitlis of the Gospel^ foy his Grahdidother^' ft Very ptoas woinaD', 
wiioha^macletheScRiPi/tTasfberftiidy. - ^ \. . • ''•'.'. 
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Uitic Bge^ was ^thils pr6phecy verified. MisHiBiki^ii 
zaaViingdiclered dis^put^, divisions, aiid jarringt^, 
that disgvatied relij^on . Iiktead asf that lov^ and ' 
unaninily, ivhi^h at fii^ cihlatacteri:^ 1;h^ Chris* 
tiaiiioemtiittiiitf ; i^niijlcfditied artise, birtreld ett^iied, - 
and pet^dtiiG^ foHbW^dJ Ihtttimer^ble itln6va- 
tidbfirtraceeed^, tjirough ikai pride atM i^mpei^-' 
aiioe kdiihe ! BMie^ of Rome ; Which ilT accorded 
with the meek and lowly spirit of Christisiiify, 
ewiacM iiy^the' ffiMt phupti^gato^ df*<h§ ■Gospel, 
(ft^iposititiii wag tUite revolt. Btit by Ih^ir tyranny' 
MKl'Dti(«b(fcaritig^tt(»idttof (^y MMnetfmes in'Oiltpt- 
Iiing8,.Emiki>(H«,'aikdkAh«i* Hmsips unde^ siibi' 
jedti0*i i >4Dd* Ui^^J^etihldtdf (t^t' tllvbtiftehV Priii' 
Ut&iflildi»!bntni,!>ornFidp6><S^gtfry' ¥»I. limtJ 
v/btdd obtaan6d>ik<foipAtt]^'iti the Oivnrt^, althdil^ft'' 
hi iraisfeeBdetiliied by a^cbimoil ^ '^*A man nioifi' 
widkedsi \pmathiHg ^acrUegis^^arid hurmn^; 
nmmhdmnijgf'piirJHry Mkd cdfRngin 

quaiibkUte CkitH^tkf j^h of th^ ^body h^^^ 
bkfM^ €gf^0/er^ liordf ajbtto^et of dwifi^iiih 
md dremds; a necromancer, and infected 
wiA'^^^pt^hwic^ spirit 7 and therefore de- 
pinrtiedfromJ^tk^ true faith.'' ^^^ ^ 

- ia«bort, Mgr: pride aiid ttirbuleiice rose to such 
an ufibiMindfed pitehythat his election to the 'Papatl 
cti^r wks madb iitdi and void, and%e wasat^lai^t 
obliged to flyf^om tibde, though, unforttinately 
fbr succeeding jg'enerations, not tin he had intro- 
duced many abuses into the Church, which habit' 
aiid superstition afterwards tblerated, notwith-' 



sta)[|4ing they were sealed with the blood of nia&y ; 
marijyi^/ ,% suph pv^rbewing spirita tbQ.di^«-\ 
pline of the AcNuish Churcli becoiae, in aaaaljf ne-^ 
specte^npt iC^ly unauthorized by auyij^vecepk of our 
Saviour or his Apostles, but altogether unscripf 
tural in some essential points. And: the Laity 
not being guided by the Scriptures,, natarally 
fe^I .into errors that were saisietioiied by their 

Clergy- ..:;:• K 

How coutniry was this to tbe pracepts d* oiir 
Saviour and/his Apostles,: as well as to. the mild^ 
disposition 4i^played in. theiconduotc^ his |M>eH 
decessoTfii* Gr(^)7 tjii^: Firsts fwiostancevsofiur 
fri^n impo^ii^^: up^n Athens t dis|>utabl6< tK>intev hei 
ey^ opposed ^tt^ff pfneoulsioBS tfaaktwaife cU^ 
against tbe^ J^^s. ; ^Vlt is by geiitle aneMiss> kind-i 
i^ess andviostructioni^'said be^ ^'tthattteaeinfidds^ 
must be^pvQ^some, aQ4>bro^ght\to. embrteeAthe. 
Cbristiai religion, * a^d oot . l)y \ Uireata' aiid tiok. 
lence..^^ Infij[^,itvi(|K0.deeiii6dvUnreaaimabte.an 
* tyrannical, by ancii^pt .Bishops^ 'to i«q»dte. ^avti'* 
cular observances on particular. Churches. ^EVesy 
one. wa^* left to follovr its oi^ i)sag6Svin ufAim^ 
portant matters, so as they did \ not petsunde 
Qthers, or v^plate the faijth dranrbfraal the Apos- 
tle^s doctrines. '* Which. fiadth,*^ toys Ireneus, 
Bishop of Lyons, A.D. 184, should be diligently 
observed, as though she inhabited but cMie soul. 
For, though there are many churches, there is biit< 
one faith.^^ And there were but two principal 
causes allowed to justify parishioners for deserting 
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tbiir : Bighopi ) The iirst wm apostacy fronithe 
fiiiih f^ the< (second^ -. far fabe apiniaks and im- 
tfcrtpfi^rol doctrines^ '^ 

.1 ^'iMalrk thetan/' saith St. Paul in bis exhortation 
to the ltoiiian» on this head, ^^ which cause dinri^ 
sioDBtand offences conlvaiy to the.doetrine which 
yev have ^learned ^, suid^ avoid them, for they by 
good xmicdB and Mr speeches deceive ihe . hearts 
of the simple.^* 

. ><^giaiiiy i ^^ In > loiter ' times ^^ ^ says he, . ' ^ mme 
shaU SeparPfram the faUh—gpec^nff Uesi in 
kjfpi^crisy'^-forbiddinff* to marry ^f and ' ami^' 
numdinff to dbstam firom • nAeJBAi^ whieh €^od 
hdtk wepfted'to be received with tkemhsgioing • 
oj^'ikemy'whioh heUeioe ' and know the truth.* 
JFoT'^^very i^reaiure of God is good; and 
nothing^ (o be refused^ if it be received with 
tkar^tsffimnff .^ \/br it is sanctified by the word 
e/'OoD»ciittf PaAYift.** ' 

And, " If thou put the brethren in mind of 
these things ^^^ writeth St. Paul, in his directions 
to Timothy, concerning his own conduct in his * 
Epjseopal office ', ^^thou shalt be a goodmims^ 
terofJesmf Christ. Charge them that cn^ 
rich in this worlds that they be rich in good 
ioorkss rettdy to distribute^ willing to commu" 
fHeatei Jloying tip in store for themselves a 
g6odfi>nndation against the time to come. ' ' ^ 

Let us profit then by these'directions, and be 
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* Let it be recollected that the doctrine to which St. Paul here alludes 
ncfl (hat taught by the Apo^les. 



efateitafale [oosb )tpwacdb aa^ther ; obpethring the 
torn ApofitQlio&i^, aifdi^diloe theChiistiaiis of old, 
mutually advising and assistiiig each other ftar the 
maititamfcice-dr Ahe great piiecepfiii of ihtf Gospel. 
Iial!i ti& «tiidy Ihe (Scripture^ iitsearcb of tnl&, and 
nMirbe kdiam^y by fSUse doctrines^ The direc* 
tMiar ahd councils of ) our: Saviour must, ti»d&« 
jMiia%^,bethe.€hrialiaa>s best guide, and l«id 
to a safe retreat at last, 

> A» Chrifltiaos^ then, .let^ us cherish foith, hope, 
aood vchapifi^x; < aqd ritacollecfcsthitf .tiie greateiH; 6f 
those ii>GHABiTY. Atid\as\tibe saiG^xway is;!^ 
dbidfe by\tlie Scriptures^ tet us. read, slaKk, leam^ 
afdSi'dinwtadl^^ digest them^ -that we may wA be 
ijaAuQiiceii^byfiiUe. reasoning or ^miiltakefi ^esil.; 
^<as U^ Hidul^ a giloiiiidless and presumptuous 
hai»e, (jfc fall into Cotbfortless despair. Then fiday 
^ik^ reasonably trust, through the mediation of oikt 
heavenly Intercessor and Redeemer, to meet to-* 
getbei^ i» perfect harinooy and concord; to enjoy 
thut peace which this world cannot give; and 
which the vain Gontention9 of mortals — and mor*» 
tajbi^^^uming ihe name of Christian^ tD6,.so fre-* 
qneP^y int^Tupt, . Where. we ^ canniot doilVtnoe^ 
-Met ,us aUbfi^t withdat coRdetxtning tMi'ha«slily ;. 
'Iputtiiig KQwajf all bHterneii and wratkt,^a»d 
mger^ and clamour^ and evU>^€iiJu!i9LgyW 
all medicei i^eing kindt0:0ne^aH&tierii9e)$der. 
heartedy forgwing one another^ wen as Godj 
for ChrisVs sake, has/argiven «*." 
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*^ By this all men shall know that we are his 
disciples, if we have love one to another/' said 
our Saviour to His beloved Apostle John, xiii. 35. 
To omclude then, study the Scriptures — submit 
yourselves to the higher powers — love the bro- 
therhood—fear God — hcmor the King. 



THE END. 



Printed bjf O. Brcsdt, H«lihaiii. 
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